












JEFFERSON COUNTY BOARD OF LEGISLATORS
Resolution No. ________

Requesting The New York State Legislature Provide Level Funding for the Northern
New York Agricultural Development Program in the FY2022 State Budget at $300,000 

By Legislator:                                                                 

Whereas, The Northern New York Agricultural Development Program was established by
the New York State Legislature in 1961 as a farmer-driven small grants program funding high
priority, cutting-edge research and technical assistance in all sectors of agriculture in Jefferson,
Lewis, St. Lawrence, Clinton, Essex, and Franklin Counties, and 

Whereas, This critical funding is administered by the NYS Department of Agriculture and
Markets and implemented by a steering committee of nearly 100 local farmers representing the
diverse agricultural sectors in NNY and farm enterprises of all sizes, and 

Whereas, Projects selected for funding by the steering committee involve important on-
farm research which provides NNY farmers with practical, real-world results to guide innovative
agricultural practices shaped by the region’s unique soils, climate and short growing season, and 

Whereas, The NNY region is ranked second in the State for agricultural production with
annual farm product market values in excess of $776.5 million, thus making agriculture a driving
economic engine important to local, regional and State economies, and

Whereas, Funding for the Northern New York Agricultural Development Program was
dramatically reduced in the FY2021 State Budget, representing a 50% drop in historical funding
levels from $600,000 to $300,000, and 

Whereas, Funding for the Northern New York Agricultural Development Program was
not included in the FY2022 Executive Budget, nor has it ever been in an Executive Budget as it
is a New York State Legislature initiative.
 

Now, Therefore, Be It Resolved, That the Board of Legislators requests the New York
State Legislature provide level funding for the Northern New York Agricultural Development
Program in the FY2022 State Budget at $300,000, and be it further

Resolved that copies of this resolution be forwarded to Senator Patty Ritchie, Senator
Michelle Hinchey, Chair of Senate Committee on Agriculture, Assemblyman Ken Blankenbush,
Assemblyman Mark Walczyk, Assemblyman William Barclay, and Assemblywoman Donna
Lupardo, Chair of Assembly Committee on Agriculture, St. Lawrence County Board of
Legislators, Lewis County Board of Legislators, Clinton County Board of Legislators, Essex
County Board of Supervisors, and Franklin County Board of Legislators.

Seconded by Legislator:                                                           
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