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June 15, 2026
Subject: Letter of Support for United Way of Northwest Oregon Volunteer Management Platform
Dear Oregon Community Foundation:
The Columbia County Board of Commissioners strongly supports United Way of Northwest Oregon's grant application to fund the implementation of a volunteer management platform serving Columbia County and the surrounding region.
Volunteers play a vital role in supporting local nonprofits, service organizations, and community programs across Columbia County. As community needs grow, organizations increasingly rely on volunteers to deliver services and strengthen community connections.
The proposed platform would provide a centralized system for organizations to coordinate volunteer opportunities, connect residents with service opportunities, and manage volunteer records and reporting more efficiently.
A coordinated volunteer management system will help local organizations respond to changing community needs while reducing administrative burdens on nonprofit partners.
Recent changes to federal benefit programs under H.R. 1 have increased the importance of volunteer coordination and documentation. As organizations prepare for new reporting and community engagement requirements, local nonprofits and service providers will need efficient tools to recruit, manage, and track volunteer participation.
As a rural county, Columbia County often faces challenges accessing resources and infrastructure that support long-term community capacity. This project represents an investment in systems and partnerships that help organizations operate more effectively, strengthen collaboration, and expand volunteer engagement.
We appreciate Oregon Community Foundation's commitment to strengthening communities throughout Oregon and strongly encourage your favorable consideration of this request.
Respectfully,
BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS
FOR COLUMBIA COUNTY, OREGON



_____________________________________________________
Kellie Jo Smith, Chair


_____________________________________________________
Casey Garrett, Commissioner
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