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BEFORE THE BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS

FOR COLUMBIA COUNTY, OREGON

In the Matter of a Petition to Vacate a Portion
of Inglis Road, between the Oregon
Department of Transportation’s Rail Right of
Way and the Beaver Slough, near Clatskanie,
Oregon

ORDER NO. 12-2020

WHEREAS, pursuant to ORS 368.341(1)(c), the Board of Commissioners for Columbia
County, Oregon, may initiate proceedings to vacate right of way under ORS 368.326 to 368.366
upon the filing of a petition by the owner of property abutting the right of way; and

WHEREAS, Kathleen McLaughlin, the owner of property (Map No. 8N4W33-DO-
00600) that abuts both sides of Inglis Road, from the Oregon Department of Transportation rail
right of way to the Beaver Slough, near Clatskanie, Oregon, filed a petition to vacate the right of
way abutting her property; and

WHEREAS, pursuant to ORS 368.346, Public Works Director Michael Russell submitted
a report to the Board of County Commissioners, which is attached hereto as Attachment A and
incorporated herein by this reference, describing the property proposed to be vacated and
assessing whether vacation would be in the public interest; and

WHEREAS, the Director’s report found that vacation would not be in the public interest
primarily because the County will need the right of way in the future to access and remove old
bridge sections connected to Inglis Road; and

WHEREAS, in accordance with ORS 368.346, a hearing was scheduled and notice of the
hearing was provided by posting at the area proposed to be vacated and bulletin boards at the
Public Works Department and the Columbia County Courthouse; publication in The Chronicle
on January 8 and 22, 2020; and mailing to area property owners; and

WHEREAS, on January 29, 2020, the Board of County Commissioners held a hearing
and accepted evidence and testimony from Petitioner’s representative, Earl Scott; and

WHEREAS, the Board then closed the hearing, deliberated on the evidence presented,
and by unanimous decision, denied the petition to vacate the portion of Inglis Road;

NOW, THEREFORE, THE BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS HEREBY
ORDERS:

1. For the reasons set forth above and in the Director’s report, the Board finds that
vacating the portion of Inglis Road that transects Kathleen McLaughlin’s property is
not in the public interest because the right of way will be needed in the future to
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access and remove the bridge section at the end of Inglis Road;

2. The Board therefore denies Kathleen McLaughlin’s petition to vacate a portion of
Inglis Road; and

3. The Board adopts the above recitals as findings in support of this decision; and

4. The Board adopts the findings and conclusions in the Director’s report, attached
hereto as Attachment A, to the extent it is consistent with the Board’s decision.

DATED this ____ day of February, 2020.

BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS
FOR COLUMBIA COUNTY, OREGON

By:
Alex Tardif, Chair

APPROVED AS TO FORM: By:
Margaret Magruder, Commissioner

By: By:
Office of County Counsel Henry Heimuller, Commissioner


















