
M E M O R A N D U M

To: Board of Commissioner

Robin McIntyre, Assistant County Counsel

From: Tristan Wood, Assistant Public Works Director

Date: February 12, 2020

Subject: 2020 Oregon Road Runners Club Vernonia Marathon

Columbia County received the attached application for a Public Road Event Permit for the
Oregon Road Runners Club/Vernonia Marathon 2020, to be conducted on Sunday, April 5, 2020.
They are expecting approximately 600 participants, roughly 30 volunteers, 10 support vehicles,
and will be using County roads as outlined in the attached Course Plan and Route Instructions
along with Map.

The event will start at approximately 8:00 a.m. from the Cedar Ridge Retreat Center, located at
18062 Keasey Rd, Vernonia, OR 97064, with an anticipated end time of 3:00 p.m.

Applicable Criteria:
The Columbia County Public Road Event Ordinance (Ordinance No. 2008-1, as amended),
requires Board approval of public road events involving more than 25 vehicles, 50 bicycles, or
100 pedestrian participants. As this pedestrian event is expected to have more than 100 walkers
and runners, Board approval is required.

Section 5 of the Ordinance provides, in part:

A. Standards for Issuance. The Administrator or, in the event of a large event,
the Board of County Commissioners, shall issue a permit conditioned upon the
applicant s written agreement to comply with the terms of such permit unless the
Administrator or Board of County Commissioners finds that:

1. The time, route and size of the public road event will disrupt to an
unreasonable extent the movement of other traffic or will endanger
the safety of participants or citizens, or cause a safety hazard other
than traffic.

2. The public road event is of a size or nature that requires the
diversion of too many law enforcement officers, public works
employees or other personnel to properly control the public road



event or that allowing the public road event would deny reasonable
law enforcement or other emergency service protection to citizens
of the County.

3. Such public road event will interfere with another public road
event for which a permit has been issued.

4. The County Public Works Director determines the public road
event would damage public roads.

Staff notified affected agencies and received the following comments:
Columbia County Sheriff s Office, Brian Pixley no response
Columbia County Emergency Management, Steve Pegram no issues
State Police, Sgt. Luke Schwartz - no issues
ODOT, Mark Buffington - no response
ODOT, Marsha Higgs no response
Vernonia Police, Mike Conner no response
Vernonia Fire, Dean Smith mail quota exceeded
Vernonia City Administrator, Josette Mitchell no response
Vernonia Public Works, Jeff Burch no response
Columbia County Forest, Parks & Rec., Casey Garrett no response
Mike Russell, Director, Public Works (info only)
Lonny Welter, Transportation Planner (info only)
Robin McIntyre, County Counsel (info only)
Bill Goodwin, County Weighmaster (info only)
Lara Marzilli, Columbia 9-1-1 (info only)
Andrew Merila, State Police (info only)
Shaun Brown, Emergency Management (info only)

This has been an annual event since 2004. There have been no issues in recent years and no
comment from affected agencies; therefore, staff recommends that the Board approve this
permit.

Recommended Motions:
Motion 1: Approve the public road event permit for the Oregon Road Runners
Club/Vernonia Marathon and Half-Marathon 2020.
Motion 2: Approve the Indemnity Agreement with the ORRC/Vernonia Marathon
& Half-Marathon and authorize the Chair to sign.

Thank You,

Tristan




























































