COLUMBIA COUNTY PLANNING COMMISSION MEETING
November 6, 2023
 Meeting Minutes
Go To Meeting


Planning Commission Members Present:  Alta Lynch, Brian Brust, Dan Magnia, Chris Warr-         	        King, Nikole Young

Staff Present:  Hayden Richardson, Deb Jacob, Spencer Parsons, Suzie Dahl, and Amy Herzog 

Others in Attendance: Agnes Marie Petersen, MaryAnne Anderson, Al Petersen, John Petersen, Robert Petersen, Ed Anderson, Sherry Friesen, Lynn Hester, Gene Hester, Frank Hall, Jim McFarland, Mark Kuhn, John Parsons, Patty Parsons, Keith Forsyth, Jayson Hester, Ken Hranicky, Teresa Norbom, Lowell Norbom, Michael Newton, Odin, Filiusiohannis, Jennifer Danziger, Joseph Ng
Discussion Items: S 23-01 Agnes Marie Petersen 
The meeting was called to order at 6:30 p.m. by Hayden Richardson

Dan Magnia took roll call, then reviewed the virtual meeting etiquette, ground rules, and agenda items. He then requested from the public a show of hands on who wanted to speak on today’s topic. If you do, then please state your name, address, and position on the topic.

Agnes Marie Petersen- 33625 Tide Creek Rd-Applicant in favor
Al Petersen- 101 St Helens St- in favor
MaryAnne Anderson- PO Box 748 St Helens-in favor
Lynn Hester-33340 Tide Creek Rd-opposed
Gene Hester-33340 Tide Creek Rd-opposed
Michael Newton-33660 Tide Creek-opposed
John Parsons-33220 Tide Creek Rd-opposed
Patty Parsons-33220 Tide Creek Rd-opposed
Theresa Norbom- 33783 Tide Creek Rd-opposed
Lowell Norbom- 33783 Tide Creek Rd-opposed
Frank Hall-33268 Tide Creek Rd-opposed
Sherry Friesen- 32270 JP West Rd-opposed
Jim McFarland- 33300 Tide Creek Rd-opposed
Thomas Cutler- 15585 SE River Rd Milwaukie OR-opposed 

Deborah Jacob presented a summary of the Supplemental Staff Report regarding S 23-01 Subdivision for Agnes Petersen. The Staff Report is available on Columbia County’s website (https://www.columbiacountyor.gov/meetings) for Public Viewing.

Staff Recommendation
· Planning Staff recommends that the Planning Commission APPROVE with conditions the applicant’s proposal.

Open floor to Applicant and Applicants Representative for presentation

Agnes Petersen: (Applicant)
· Has lived on Tide Creek since 1982
· Her husband has been vilified throughout this process
· She believes that they have followed all laws 
· Feels that by consolidating these properties, this is good planning and has multiple benefits.
· The staff report that was written was very comprehensive and thorough, and there have been two staff reports compiled.
· Feels that Mr Cutler has made several comments that are untrue
· Doesn’t feel that the opposition has presented facts, or engineering to support their complaints.

Open for Public Comment

Al Petersen:
· He thinks the planning commission has gone above and beyond
· There has been more that sufficient credible evidence provided
· Doesn’t feel that a TIA should have been required for an addition of 8 new homes
· Has proved water feasibility
· Would like an approval this evening
Mary Anne Anderson:
· Wants to thank staff for a thorough report 
· Doesn’t feel that this falls under “health and safety” measures
· Opposition has complained a lot, but not provided reasons or proof
· Has provided proof of water feasibility, which was the requirement.
· Doesn’t feel that they should have to drill additional wells. 

Frank Hall
· His main concern is regarding the water
· Having shared wells is a bad idea
· Spent $41,000 getting his well usable after the applicants wells were drilled for this proposal
· There have been multiple vehicular accidents on this road and feels that will increase
Sherry Friesen:
· Is disappointed that opposition isn’t drilling all the wells before potential homeowners purchase the lot.
· Thinks that the opposition should fix the neighbors broken wells first since they live there
Gene Hester
· Feels that the applicant’s comments are not reasonable and feels it attacked his character
· They have huge water problems
· There is already coning happening
· Has well interference
· Has already supplied evidence regarding water scarcity
· Will be appealing if this is approved
Thomas Cutler
· This is a health and safety requirement
· Standards apply here
· His clients biggest concerns are in regards to the water 
· Would be irresponsible to continue with the subdivision if they can’t prove that the water issue won’t get worse with new homes
· Frank Halls well flow is very poor
· Thinks there should be a geological overlay as well as water scarcity overlay
· Adequacy of water is a nuisance
· The wells drilled have the benefit of being on the lower side; thus creating a better flow
· Feels Agnes’ comments and letter are callas 
· Suggested to do a water district to help all neighbors with water
· Called the applicant selfish and foolish for putting this in motion for potential buyers
· Questions the validity of deeds
· States that his clients could not afford to provide their own TIA (Traffic Impact Assessment)
· Urges the applicant to reconsider

Applicant response by MaryAnne Anderson
· Re-emphasizes “standards”
· The wells are exempt 
· This is not a legislative session. Planning Commission is to apply the rules of the zoning and ordinances
· They drilled test wells, with well logs, and this should satisfy the condition required
· Urges the commission to apply the standards and approve this motion based on the standards being met.

Dan Magnia closes the meeting to public comment

Nikole Young asks staff about drilling the additional wells.
Debbie Jacob explains that the staff is recommending a condition to have an approved water source or water easements.

Chris WarrKing makes a motion to approve with conditions and recommendations by staff
Nikole Young seconded
Roll Call
Chris- yes
Brian- yes
Nikole-yes
Dan- yes
Alta- yes

Meeting Minutes to Approve: October 2, 2023 & September 11, 2023

Approved Minutes by Planning Commission

Meeting adjourned   8:30 p.m. 
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