                      COLUMBIA COUNTY PLANNING COMMISSION MEETING
October 2, 2023
Meeting Minutes
Go To Meeting


Planning Commission Members Present:  Alta Lynch, Brian Brust, Dan Magnia, Chris Warr-         	        King

Staff Present:  Hayden Richardson, Deb Jacob, Spencer Parsons, Suzie Dahl, Amy Herzog and
                        Jake Renney

Others in Attendance: Julie Tussing, Than Tussing, Rich Bailey, Al Petersen, Charles Hall, Matt  		            Alexander, Cary Wacker, Linda Bolen, Charles, Ethan Stirling, Teresa 			            Norbom, Ryan Cook, Jim & Lexi Wyatt, Misty Plank, Jill & Hawley 				Hubbard, Phil Mann, Ashley Beisley, Tom Tussing, Lynn Hester, Gene 				Hester, Michael Newton, Mary Anne Anderson, Beth Winegar, Mike 				Detzel. Lowell Norbom, Agnes Petersen, Mark Kuhn, Myron & Genet 				Smiens, Kyle Kirsch, Frank Hall, Jan Hall, Gina Larson, Sean Larson, 				Chelsea Ginder, Kevin Alvarez, Ashley D, Brett K Laurila, Builder Jim, Darren, 			Eric, Jill Trninch, Justin Nelson, Mike, Mike Burr, Robert, Stephanie West

Discussion Items: S 23-01 Agnes Marie Petersen & DR 24-01 Alexander/Tussing
The meeting was called to order at 6:30 p.m. by Hayden Richardson

Dan Magnia reviewed the virtual meeting etiquette, ground rules, and agenda items.

Jake Renney presented the Staff Recommendation regarding S 23-01 Subdivision for Agnes Petersen. Agnes Petersen submitted a partial 150-day waiver and a request to continue consideration of S 23-01 to the November 6, 2023, hearing. This request would allow applicant time to product the Transportation Impact Analysis (TIA) that Public Works is requiring. Staff recommends the Planning Commission GRANT the applicant’s request to continue this hearing to November 6, Planning Commission Meeting.

 Alta makes a motion to continue, Brian seconds motion
· Role Call: Chris Warr King, yes
Alta Lynch, yes
Brian Brust, yes
Dan Magnia, yes
Decision to continue motion on November 6, 2023, is approved.
Spencer Parsons confirms that the record will remain open for public comments.

Alta asks Planning Commission and staff if additional questions could be asked regarding the Traffic Impact Analysis requirements. Spencer Parsons explained that the record was already motioned to a continuance. Alta wants Public Works to answer a question. Spencer reminded Alta that she can contact staff outside this meeting to ask questions.

Moving to other agenda item DR 24-01 for Columbia County Christian School. Dan Magnia asks who would like to speak on this topic. When it’s your turn, please state your name, address, and position (neutral, opposed, in favor) in the matter.

Speakers:
Albert J Wyatt- Plantation Dr (opposition)
Tom Tussing- Cascade Dr (in favor)
Ethan Stirling-Church Rd (opposition)
Cary Wacker- Roberts Ln (in favor)
Kevin Alvarez- Church Rd (neutral)
Rich Bailey-Woods Dr (in favor)
Mike Burr- Plantation Dr (opposition)
Stephanie West- Scappoose (in favor)

Hayden Richardson notifies all parties that the subdivision matter has been addressed, and will not be discussed again until next meeting. 

Jake Renney read the pre-hearing statement.

Request of Ex-Parte:   None				

Jake Renney presented a summary of the Staff Report. The Staff Report is available on Columbia County’s website (https://www.columbiacountyor.gov/meetings) for Public Viewing.
Property Information and Summary
· File Number: DR 24-01
· Applicant/Owner: Matt Alexander/Warren Community Fellowship
· Location: South side of Church Road in Warren
· Map/Taxlot: 4119-AC-00700
· Zone: Community Institutional (CS-I)
· Size: ~ 7.36 acres
· Proposal : The applicant is requesting Planning Commission approval to construct new structures and facilities for the Columbia County Christian School.
Review Criteria
· Columbia County Zoning Ordinance (CCZO) sections
· 1000 Community Service – Institutional
· 1100 Flood Hazard Overlay
· 1170 Riparian Corridors
· 1300 Signs
· 1400 Off-Street Parking
· 1450 Transportation Impact Analysis
· 1550 Site Design Review
· Columbia County Stormwater & Erosion Control Ordinance (CCSECO)
Staff Recommendation
· Planning Staff recommends that the Planning Commission APPROVE with conditions the applicant’s proposal for to construct new structures and facilities for the Columbia County Christian School.

Open floor to Applicant and Applicants Representative for presentation

Matt Alexander: (Applicant)
· Is saving his rebuttal
· They have taken pretty extraordinary measures to make site acceptable for the school
· Playground is over 100 feet from anyones property lines
· Will be adding screening and buffering to help with noise
· Adding 6ft of fill dirt to mitigate storm water issues in the past
· French drains have been added to the site
· Appropriately zoned for the proposed school
· The new school will increase value in the area

Jake Renney reads a last-minute comment that was submitted into the record by Albert J Wyatt. In summary, he is requesting to have the playground removed from this motion until they can figure out a new plan to move the playground due to noise.

Tom Tussing: (In Favor)
· Disagrees with comment stating that property values will decrease.
· Doesn’t feel that kids playing is a disturbance.
· The new school would not add anymore traffic to Church Rd
Cary Wacker: (In Favor) lead pastor at Warren Community Fellowship
· Has participated in all land use matters previously and is aware
· Represents the church
· Church is limited, and doesn’t have enough room to house the school. This is needed
· Columbia County does not have any other options for alternate education
· Everyday there is transients and people trespassing leaving garbage on the property. The new school would have lighting, and would be developed therefore this would combat this issue.
· Has worked hard with the county, and the sanitarian to make sure that this project could be approved
Rich Bailey (In Favor)
· The school is just moving down the street. 
· Recommends that people be neighborly and approve the school
Stephanie West (In Favor)
· Has two children who attend the school
· Wants to thank everyone for their hard work to get this school moved
· Needs a safe place for her children. This is a safe school
· Numerous studies that show that laughter and joy help with medical conditions such as dementia
· Recess only has 40 kids outside at a time
Mike Burr (opposed)
· Moved to his home 27 years ago and chose the location because it was quiet and rural
· Can hear the school kids playing and it’s annoying
· Against the noise
· There is no limbs that are low that would block noise
· Believes that this would bring property values down
· Student population has increased three times
· Concerned that the school will be increasing in population 
· Concerned that people can’t go for walks due to increased traffic
Albert Wyatt (opposed)
· Has issues with noise and requests playground be removed from this design until they can find a different location
· Concerned with having guests over and the noise
· Concerned with the lights that will shine on his house
· Would be willing to work with the school on an alternative plan to move the playground to a better location
· States that a contractor was working on the property that is next to his, working on the neighboring property. He is making cuts that killed his trees and he had to pay to replace them
Ethan Stirling (opposed)
· Loves the idea of a school
· Concerned about night traffic increasing 
· Has a child with a bleeding disorder, who doesn’t sleep well, then car lights in his childs windows wake him up. His child is having a procedure done and he has been advised that the child can’t be around construction with his medical condition
· The noise from the kids playing doesn’t concern him
· Feels like there is traffic from the local restaurant/bar that will increase, causing more lights in his windows
· Concerned with increased traffic with student drop off and pickup
Kevin Alvarez (neutral)
· Suggests having lighting in ground to avoid having excessive lighting on neighboring property’s.
· Morse Rd and Church Lane are already congested

Applicant Matt Alexander
· Wants to address the lighting
· Using shield lighting to avoid being a nuisance
· As far as the traffic, the school hours are limited and not in the evenings
· There will be no grading within 30ft of any property line
· The noise is only from 6:30-2:30

Alta Lynch
· Mr Burr has a problem with the zoning, commissioners approved the zone change and no one appealed this. There is nothing we can do about the zoning since it was passed.
· If we want to change land use laws, we need to go to the state, not county.
Brian Brust
· Addresses Ethan Stirling and advises him to work directly with the church to come to a resolution to reduce traffic, noise, and lighting issues.

Alta Lynch makes a motion to approve with conditions and recommendations by staff
Brian Brust seconded
Roll Call
Chris- yes
Brian- yes
Dan- yes
Alta- yes

Meeting adjourned   8:00 p.m. 
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