COUNTY OF PLATTE, STATE OF WYOMING

OFFICIAL PROCEEDINGS
PLANNING & ZONING COMMISSION
	

Call to Order – Roll Call
The Planning & Zoning Commission, Platte County, Wyoming regularly scheduled meeting held on February 10, 2026, in the county seat of Wheatland.  Those present for the entirety of the meeting were, Marty Shepard, Commission Chairman; Bill Klein, Commission Vice Chairman; Bonnie Lockhart, Planning Commissioner; Jay Collins, Planning Commissioner; Laura Bookout, County Planner; Malcom Ervin, County Clerk. Chairman Shepard called to order at 6:00 PM in the Commissioner Room, Platte County Courthouse, Wheatland, WY.

Declaration of Conflicts of Interest:  Chairman Shepard asked if any commission members had conflicts of interest to declare. None were noted.

Approval of Minutes from January 13, 2026: Chairman Shepard asked for either a motion to approve the minutes from the January 13, 2026, meeting or were there any corrections or additions needed.  
Decision: Member Bonnie Lockhart made a motion to approve the minutes. Member Jay Collins seconded the motion. 
Vote: Unanimous Approval.  Motion carried.

New Business: Chairman Shepard moved onto new business.

1. Special Use Permit for Aggregate Extraction, Daniel Stone, for Western Sunset LLC, Chairman Shepard asked Planner Bookout to briefly review the application/planning report.  Planner Bookout introduced Jayne Stone as representative for Daniel Stone and that she is also with Western Sunset and is available for questions.  Planner Bookout proceeded to read small portions of the planning report per Chairman Shepard. Request Details: The applicant seeks a Special Use Permit to comply with Platte County’s Land Use Rules and Regulations. Daniel Stone, for Western Sunset LLC, will be mining limestone and crushing rock into different sizes of gravel for the oil and gas industry, local ranches and other local businesses.  The mine size will be up to 15 acres.  The mine will be located on Muddy Creek, LP lands, managed by Brad Reese.  Land in the area is currently being mined by Mr. Reese and is also being used for livestock grazing.  Mr. Reese is nearing the end of his 15-acre limited mining permit and will begin reclamation in late 2026.  He approached Mr. Stone about starting a mine on the property to keep the oil and gas industry in the area supplied with rock.  Mr. Stone will also obtain a Storm Water Discharge Permit from the WYDEQ Air Quality Division, Land Quality Division and the Water Quality Division, as required by the State of Wyoming.  After this mine is complete, Mr. Stone has no future plans for additional mineral extraction within one mile of the proposed area.  After reclamation, the area will return to livestock grazing by Muddy Creek LP.  Mr. Stone feels this gravel pit will have little impact on the area, as it is surrounded by ranch land, with no dwellings in the area.  The Muddy Creek LP partners are in favor of Mr. Stone’s operation on their private land.  The oil and gas, and ranching communities will benefit from having gravel accessible for their needs. Neighbor Comments: None. No negative agency comments. Pros: Providing the oil and gas industry and local ranchers with aggregate located close by.  With this being the 4th Special Use Permit on a large parcel of land, this would appear to be a quality product that local consumers still have a need for. Possible Stipulations:1. That this approval is conditional upon the approval of the required State permits, WYDEQ Land Quality Division, Water Quality Division and the Air Quality Division, with the understanding that final approval is expressly not granted until issuance of required State permits. Planner Bookout stated she is in contact with the state and all is going well with the permitting with their agencies.2.That the above approval be confined within Pt SW4NE4, Pt NW4SE4, Pt NE4SW4, Pt SE4NW4, Section 2, Township 30 North, Range 68 West, Platte County, Wyoming as shown on the site plan map provided by the applicant; 3.That the applicant be subject to all requirements in the Aggregate Extraction Section of the Platte County Land Use Rules and Regulations dated January 21, 2025; 4.That this be reviewed on a complaint basis or if access to this site is re-routed to any road maintained by Platte County. Planner Bookout explained that the only access in and out of the area is through Converse County.  There is no official road use agreement with Converse County, but the relationship between the county and Western Sunset is very good.  Jayne made comments to confirm this.5. Provide the Planning & Zoning office proof of reclamation and WYDEQ status of the state permits no longer in use in relation to Platte County Special Use Permit SP 13-3 held by Brad and Heather Reese from the WYDEQ. 6.Provide a letter from Brad and Heather Reese stating that SP 13-3 is no longer in use and that they would like to cancel the permit. Planner Bookout talked about the “Reese Pit” and that it is due to be reclaimed the end of this year and is right next to the proposed pit area for this permit.  Jayne went into some details regarding the Reese Pit and confirmed the expected reclamation timeframe for that pit. Jayne also explained that Western Sunset is the contracted mining company for that pit. Planner Bookout went over the 3 prior Platte County Permits in the area and that SP14-06 and SP12-16 are finished up at the state and local levels now.  The last one is addressed in stipulations 5 and 6. Recommendation: The Planning Office recommends approval of the request with six conditions as mentioned above. Chairman Klein asked if we needed 6 conditions.  Planner Bookout explained that the first 4 conditions are standard and the last 2 have been separated because one is at the state level and the other is at the local level. Chairman Shepard opened for public comment.  Jayne talked about the good relationships and history between the landowner, Converse County and Western Sunet.   Chairman Shepard closed public comment and opened for board comment.  Vice Chairman Klein made a motion to pass with the 6 conditions. Member Bonnie Lockhart seconded. Chairman Shepard voted and all in favor, none opposed.  Motion carried.






Commission Discussion
Chairman Shepard asked Keith Miller, in the audience, if he had anything he wanted to discuss.  Member Jay Collins asked Keith about his research on BESS regulations and Platte County’s situation.  Keith talked generally about his discussion with Platte County Economic Development, lithium-ion batteries, flow batteries, German company who produces the flow batteries, incorporating Wyoming fire code into regulations, tariffs and lithium batteries.

Old Business
Chairman Shepard asked if there was any old business to tend too.  None was brought up.

Adjournment
With no further business, Chairman Shepard adjourned the meeting at approximately 6:22 PM.  This proceeding was recorded by Laura Bookout pursuant to Wyoming Statue §18-5-202(a).
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