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One-Page Comparison of Parliamentary Procedure Options December 2, 2025 

Issue / Feature 
Robert’s Rules of 
Order (current) 

Rosenberg’s Rules of 
Order 

Informal / “Chair 
Decides” 
Approach 

Length of the rule 
book 

~700 pages ~30 pages 
1 sentence in 
Bylaws 

Originally written for 
Large legislative bodies 
& private organizations 
(1876) 

California public 
agencies (post-AB 
1234 ethics law) 

Small volunteer 
boards that 
operate by 
consensus 

Level of formality 

High – many motion 
types, seconds 
required, strict debate 
limits 

Moderate – 
streamlined motions, 
seconds not required, 
easier debate rules 

Very low – Chair 
runs the meeting 
like a business 
meeting 

Most common 
motions used 

Motion, second, 
debate, amend, 
previous question, lay 
on table, etc. 

Only three basic 
motions: Main 
motion, Amend, 
Adjourn 

Chair asks “Any 
objection?” or 
“All in favor?” 

Seconding required? Yes (almost always) No No 

Can the Chair make 
motions? 

Generally no (except in 
small boards <12) 

Yes (same as any 
member) 

Yes 

Limits on debate 
Strict (usually 10 
min/person/topic, 
speak twice) 

Chair may set 
reasonable limits; no 
automatic 10-min rule 

Chair uses 
common sense 

Typical use in 
California 
cities/commissions 

Rare for small 
commissions 

Very common 
(Sacramento, Folsom, 
Roseville, El Dorado 
County, etc.) 

Common in very 
small or low-
volume volunteer 
bodies 
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Issue / Feature 
Robert’s Rules of 
Order (current) 

Rosenberg’s Rules of 
Order 

Informal / “Chair 
Decides” 
Approach 

Learning curve Steep 
Gentle (most staff & 
commissioners can 
learn in 15 minutes) 

None 

When it shines 

Highly contentious 
meetings, 
parliamentary 
maneuvers 

Normal public 
meetings with 
occasional debate 

Light agendas, 
collaborative 
boards 

Recommended for 
Placerville PC? 

Works fine but rarely 
needed 

Staff’s alternate 
preference – simple, 
California-specific, 
widely used locally 

Acceptable if 
Commission 
prefers maximum 
simplicity 

 


