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(Recor di ng begi ns)
(Pl edge of All egi ance)

MAYOR KELLY: Sunshi ne Notice, Madam d erKk.

MADAM CLERK: Thank you, Mayor.

Board of Conm ssioners Public Meeting Agenda
for Tuesday, March 4th, 2025. The tinme is now 7:04.
Pursuant to the requirenments of the Open Public Meeting
Act, Chapter 231, Public Law 1975, notice of this
nmeeti ng was published in the Novenber 21st, 2024 issues
of The Nutley Sun, The Herald News, and The Star
Ledger. A copy of this notice has been posted on the
Nutl ey Town Hall Bulletin Board, and a copy is on file
in the Municipal Cerk's Ofice.

Comm ssi oner Evans.

COW SSI ONER EVANS: Her e.

MADAM CLERK:  Commi ssi oner Tucci .

COW SSI ONER TUCCI @ Here.

MADAM CLERK: Conmm ssi oner Scarpelli.

COW SSI ONER SCARPELLI : Her e.

MADAM CLERK: Conm ssi oner Petracco.

COW SSI ONER PETRACCO Her e.

MADAM CLERK: Mayor Kelly.

MAYOR KELLY: Present.

MADAM CLERK: All present, Mayor.

MAYOR KELLY: Thank you, Madam d erKk.
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M nut es, pl ease.

MADAM CLERK: We have -- thank you, Mayor.

We have Board of Conm ssioner neeting m nutes
for February 4th, 2025.

COW SSI ONER EVANS: Move it.

COWM SSI ONER TUCCI :  Second.

MADAM CLERK:  Conm ssi oner Evans.

COW SSI ONER EVANS:  Aye.

MADAM CLERK:  Commi ssi oner Tucci .

MADAM CLERK: Sust ai ned.

MADAM CLERK:  Conmi ssi oner Scarpelli.

COW SSI ONER SCARPELLI:  Aye.

MADAM CLERK:  Conm ssi oner Petracco.

COW SSI ONER PETRACCO.  Aye.

MADAM CLERK: Mayor Kelly.

MAYOR KELLY: Aye.

MADAM CLERK: That's it for m nutes.

MAYOR KELLY: W have a no conmmuni cati ons, no
executive session mnutes. W do have a couple
procl amati ons on for this evening, and I think it would
be appropriate to take themnow at this tine.

The first one we have on for this evening is
jointly proclained by -- not only all the board, but
especially by nyself and Comm ssioner Petracco is Bl ack

Ball oon Day. And | guess what |I'll do is I'll read the
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Procl amati on because it kind of explains what Bl ack
Balloon Day is. And then I'l|l say sonme comments and
"1l et anyone el se on the Board say sone comments and
"Il turn it over to Sharon Bozza, who's our --
director of our Addiction Resource and Recovery Center.

Do you want to read any part of this?

COW SSI ONER PETRACCO.  No, you can do it and
"1l second.

MAYOR KELLY: \Whereas, March 6th is Bl ack
Bal | oon Day, an annual event dedi cated to recogni zi ng
and cel ebrating those who have |lost their lives to
subst ance overdoses; and

Wher eas, substance use disorder affects nmany
mllions of people and affects all social groups with
no di scrimnation; and

Wier eas, according to the National Center for
Health Statistics (the NCHS), at the Centers for
Di sease Control and Prevention (the CDC), over 90, 000
Anericans died from substance overdoses in 2024.

Whereas, it is proven that the nore we talk
about substance use disorder, the nore we hel p renove
t he stigma around seeking out help.

Wier eas, the Townshi p of Nutl ey asks
residents to recognize this day to not only display

bl ack balloon in nenory of a lost relative or friend,
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but al so use the day to open conversati ons about drug
abuse;

And therefore, be it proclained by the Board
of Conmm ssioners, Township of Nutley, County of Essex,
State of New Jersey, that March 6th be decl ared Bl ack
Bal l oon Day in the Township of Nutley, and we pay
solemm tribute to those lost to addiction and al so
encour age open conversation to support those suffering
from addi cti on.

Be it further proclained that the Nutl ey
Departnment of Public Affairs and Health offers a free
substance use di sorder resource center for individuals
seeking infornation regardi ng counsel i ng,
rehabilitation centers, energency, non-energency,

i npatient, outpatient, self-help hotlines, nental
heal t h assi stance, et cetera, will be able to obtain
this collection of materials both digitally and in
print.

So that's the proclamation. | want to add
personally that, you know, one nore life is too many to
| ose based on addiction. Comm ssioner Petracco and |
are working together on this. It's not just a policing
issue, but it's a health issue. It's a nental health
i ssue. W have nental health services in the Health

Departnent. W have addiction resource services in the
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Heal th Departnent. |If you need help, there is no
shane. This is a stigma-free town. Cone and ask for
it. If you don't feel confortable going to the cops,
cone to the Health Departnent. |If you don't feel
confortable going to the Health Departnment, you feel
nore confortable going to the cops, go to the Police
Departnent. There is no shane in asking for help.

Pl ease, if you need help, cone get it. It's there,
it's avail abl e, please seek out the help.

"1l turn it over to Comm ssi oner Petracco
and then I'Il turn it over to the --

COW SSI ONER PETRACCO | would just like to
appl aud everybody in this roomfor com ng out tonight
and, you know, cel ebrating the people who have | ost
their life. And I could ask or make a statenent of,
whose fanm |y does an addiction affect, right? It's in
every single famly, including mne. And, you know,
you see that poor soul struggling through it on the
corner, in the alleyway, in nansions and in poor areas,
wher ever that person is, because we all know that drugs
and al cohol and any type of nental illness and
addi ction, that's the one thing that doesn't
di scrimnate for sure.

And | just like to say that, you know, those

peopl e that people see, it's easy to pass judgnent on
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them right? But they don't want to be that way. That
| know firsthand. They do definitely not want to be
that way. So instead of people judging them naybe you
reach out and you find it in your heart or sonebody

el se's heart to help them because, | could tell you
firsthand, it is really hard to put that addiction
away, you know, for people who use.

So | just like to say, God bless. M nother
used to say this to ne all the tinme. You know, people
don't | eave you ever on this Earth. Look for them
You know where they'll be? R ght in your heart. Thank
you.

COW SSI ONER EVANS: Thank you, Mayor.

Just a coupl e thoughts. One is that | think
the Board collectively is very proud that we actually
designated Nutley as a stigma-free town initially.

It's wonderful that the Public Affairs Departnent has
taken a step forward in this very serious area. | know
the police departnment not only has been active on the
frontline wwth this, but also on the early side by, you
know, school intervention, you know, having

rel ati onships with kids to actually make sure that we
try and cut it off. And | think, probably, you know,
aside fromthose that are addicted, today there are

nore and nore influences out there where it's readily
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avai l able to actually to get exposed to and, I'Il use
the word experinentation, give it a try, you know, see
what it feels like which then | eads to ot her things
that are nore --nuch nore seri ous.

I can, you know, relate that specifically in
ny own famly, where ny nephew is away at school as a
freshnan and actual ly spent a week at hone because he
went to a party, a college party, and thought it was
the right thing to do because everybody was doing it
and wound up getting very sick and had to cone hone.
And it related to being exposed to sonething that was
inside of a drink that he didn't know what was in it
and it actually had a very negati ve reaction.

So | think not only should we be | ooking at,
you know, overdose and addiction, but anything that we
can do to put out -- to put a brighter light on
experi nentation on the early side of intervention. And
| know, Al, you've been after this, you know, God knows
how -- | don't know how many years for this, but the
nore we can stay focused on that, | think the better
our children are going to be.

I ' m saddened every tine | hear about, you
know, a radio call where sonebody has to go out and
t hey' ve had to, you know, Narcan, you know, sonebody.

| lost nmy niece fromone of these incidents and ny
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cousin fromone of the -- fromone of these incidents,
and | think it's ever present in everybody's lives. So
al ways, we need to stay focused on this.

COM SSIONER TUCCI: |I'd just |like to comrend
both the Heal th Departnent and the Public Safety
Departnent for taking this initiative and raising

awar eness. No one wants to be addicted to any

substance, all right? It's a sickness. It's an
illness. 1t's sonmething that needs to be tal ked about.
It's sonething that needs to -- that our children need

to be made aware of at a very young age, so they know
to stay away from all right? And |like A said, no one
wants to be an addict. No one wants to be addicted to
anything. So | just commend you on all your hard work
and however any of us can hel p, we always stand ready
to junp in.

COWM SSI ONER SCARPELLI: Yeah. For those of
us who have | ost a | oved one to drugs and abuse, any
kind of raising awareness is certainly sonething that
we should do and gl ad you guys are taking the | ead on
this. Thank you.

MAYOR KELLY: At this tinme, 1'd like to bring
up Sharon Bozza, who is our director of our Addiction
Resource and Recovery Center here in town.

MS. BQOZZA: Excuse ny back to you while
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speak to the audi ence.
H , everybody. M nane is Sharon and |I'd
li ke to wel conme you here tonight. Black Balloon Day is
a tinme where people cone together to pay tribute to
t hose who have been |l ost to an overdose. It involves
uni ting and advocating for overdose prevention. |It's a
powerful rem nder of the inportance of supporting an
i ndi vi dual struggle with addiction and working toward a
future free fromthe devastati on of overdose deat hs.
Addi ction does not define a person; it just
descri bes what a person has. A person's addiction
represents only a very snall part of that person's
life. Addiction recovery is not easy, but it hel ps
when a community under st ands and becones actively
i nvol ved.
As the opioid epidemic in the US has grown,
t he need for increased awareness and educati on ar ound
substance use disorder is so very inportant. Harm
reduction is a set of practical strategies and ideas
ai ned at reduci ng negati ve consequences associated wth
drug use. The Departnent of Public Affairs and Heal th
is always avail able to assist with harmreduction
met hods. We have a resource recovery center, as our
mayor said, and all are welcone to stop by, pick up

sone literature along with lifesaving supplies to help

Rizman Rappaport (973)992-7650
"When every word counts”




© o0 ~N o o b~ w N

NN N NN R R R R R R R R R R
O D W N kP O © 0 ~N o 0o b W N B O

11

in an overdose crisis

For all of those who have | ost a |oved one to
this di sease, please know in your heart that we stand
with you, we support you, and we pray with you and we
pray for you as you travel your journey. My you
al ways have hope and know in your heart that one day
you w || neet again.

The white ball oons behind ne do represent the

hope we must all keep in our hearts. Everyone with a
bl ack ball oon or would like to stand and join us, would
you pl ease cone to the center aisle and kind of nake a
line. Al the white ball oons who want to join us as
wel | .

(Audi o played from 12:40 to 14:51)

M5. BQZZA: |If you'd like to hold the balloon
and say the nane of your |loved one at this tine, that'd
be great.

UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKERS: (I'ndi scernible).
MS. BQZZA: Thank you everyone. Thank you
for neeting with us tonight. W are with you. W
support you. (Indiscernible) conversation.
(I ndi scerni bl e) al ways avail abl e (i ndi scernible).
(I'ndi scernible) so if anybody wants to speak to her,
(indiscernible) do that as well. So | just want to

thank you. (Indiscernible) you're in ny heart. | |ove
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you all and | always wll. (Indiscernible). Thank
you.

MAYOR KELLY: Ckay. | -- we have another
proclamation on for this evening, and it's one to
cel ebrate the 100 years and it's 100 years to the day
of the founding of Mount Carnel Church. And we want to
recogni ze themfor their service to this conmmunity for
a hundred years now.

Thi s proclamati on declares March 4th, 1925
the 100t h anniversary of the founding of Qur Lady of
Mount Carnel Church. W declare this day of
remenbrance to honor the 100 years of service and
faithful witnesses to the Nutley community and beyond.

Whereas, originally, the church was built to
serve the snmall Polish community and was | ocated on
Frankl i n Avenue.

Wher eas, a new church as constructed at the
corner of Prospect Street and Harrison Street in 1949,
known as the "Little Church on the HII".

Wher eas, the current church m ssion statenent
is as follows, "Qur mssion as a holy parish is to
communi cate and celebrate the life and spirit of Jesus
by our words and actions in order to build a dynam c,
| oving, caring and outreaching community of faith."

Whereas, the Centennial thene is "Century of
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Faith, Love and community Through Mary".

And therefore, be it proclained that the
Board of Conm ssioners, in the Township of Nutl ey,
County of Essex, State of New Jersey declare March 4th,
2025, the 100th Year Anniversary of Qur Lady of Mount
Carnmel. So procl ai ned,

I just want to add, you know, Father Alex is
t he pastor there now. | know he was originally
previously at Holy Famly. He hasn't been there the
full 100 years, but | do want to congratul ate himand
his community, and I w sh himanother a hundred years
of continuing to success. And | hope he's here in a
hundred years to get the 200-year anniversary

procl amati on. Anyone el se want to say any?

COMMISSIONER PETRAcCcCO: | think we've covered
it well.
MAYCOR KELLY: Ckay. Al right. 1Is anyone
here from Mount Carnel? W'Il get thema copy of this

procl amati on.
Make sure | didn't skip anything. | see we
have a Shade Tree Report, Comm ssioner Tucci?
COWM SSI ONER TUCCI @ Yes, | have a Shade Tree

Report for the nmonth of February, 2025.
MAYOR KELLY: Thank you. Bills, Madam d erk.

MADAM CLERK: Thank you, Mayor.

Bill list fromMirch 4th, 2025. Public ]
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Affairs, $118,342.03. Revenue and Fi nance,
$2,927,259.63. Public Safety, $65,585.50. Public
Wor ks, $155,418. 39 cents. Parks and Public Property,
$1, 515,087.32. Water and sewer utility, $51, 066.57.
Payroll as of February 28th, 2025. Regul ar payroll
total, $965,726.51. Overtine payroll total,
$114,477.64. Total payroll, $1,080,204.15 for grand
total of $5,912,963.59.

COWM SSI ONER EVANS: Move the bills.

COW SSI ONER SCARPELLI:  Second.

MADAM CLERK:  Commi ssi oner Evans.

COW SSI ONER EVANS:  Aye.

MADAM CLERK:  Conm ssi oner Tucci .

COW SSI ONER TUCCI @ Aye.

MADAM CLERK:  Conmi ssi oner Scarpelli.

COW SSI ONER SCARPELLI:  Aye.

MADAM CLERK:  Commi ssi oner Petracco.

COW SSI ONER PETRACCO.  Aye.

MADAM CLERK: Mayor Kel ly.

MAYOR KELLY: Aye.

MADAM CLERK: And that's it for bills, Mayor.

MAYOR KELLY: Thank you, Madam C erk.

MADAM CLERK: Thank you.

MAYOR KELLY: At this tinme, we have public

conment on agenda itens only. This is public coment
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on agenda itenms only. [If you wish to be heard on
agenda itens only, please approach the m crophone and
state your nane for the record.

MR. PEABCDY: Evening. M nane's Kyle
Peabody. |'m a resident taxpayer and rate payer in
Nutl ey of the Sewer and Water Conm ssion. | see on
toni ght's agenda, there's a notion to nove back al nost
$600, 000 that was not expended in the Water and Sewer
Commi ssion fromthe last year. | |live at the Gateway
Condom niuns in Nutley down R ver Road. W've been in
contact with the Board on nunerous occasions. | sent
an email to the Water and Sewer Conmmi ssion and the
entire Board on January 9th. | did receive a response

fromSal Ferraro, who | understand is one of the

directors there. It was very kind response on
January 10th saying it was under review. | foll owed up
vi a phone on January 30th. | sent letters via
certified US Mail January 24th and January 31st. | had

sent additional emails January 24th, February 19th, and
February 21st to all of you. | use read receipts, so |
know at | east sone of you got them | haven't received
any response to any of those.

Gateway is billed at the commercial rate.
It's a residential structure. You all have ny enmuil s,

which highlight all of this, so | won't waste all our
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time, but it's an entirely residential structure. The
entire conmunity is paying double the residential rate
because we're being billed at the commercial rate. As
far as | can tell, there's no other nmunicipality in the
entire tri-state region that bills commercial rates at
twce the residential rates for water and sewer. |
don't know why they made that -- you guys nmade t hat
decision, that's your prerogative, but it did seem
interesting to ne that there's sone nmunicipalities
where there's a slight upcharge for commercial. | can
see where that would be, but double seens a bit
excessi ve.

We're also clearly not a commerci al property.
We're entirely residential. Many of our residents are
senior, fixed incone, lower incone. W're definitely
one of the nore affordable areas in town. This is
RHOA, whi ch nanages the entire facility and property.
Qur total budget's about $400,000 a year. Just these
bill increases this past July increases our annual
budget by about $120,000. So for the average unit
there, it's about a $3,000 a year increase for water
and sewer that we were already receiving and payi ng
for, and that the town advertised as a way to be nore
fair. So | don't see how there's any fairness in this

deal. | don't understand why we're unable to get a
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response. | know I'mnot the only one who's reached
out. |'m di sappointed we have to cone to a public
neeting to be able to address you directly to have this
brought up. | think it's enbarrassing for the town
and, frankly, I think it -- it's a sideway to continue
to push away affordable units |Iike ours.

We're not regul ated affordabl e housi ng.
We're not any of those Section 8 or anything |like that.
W're it's all privately owned. And it's not a co-op,
it's not owned by sone corporation apartnents. They're
all individual units. |It's just because they were
built in the '60s, the town only put in three water
mains to it instead of 94 or however nany units we
have. It's conpletely unreasonable. | won't believe
to be put in 94 neters now So the only ask is town
respond and be reasonable in this situation.

And based off of the fact that, apparently,
t here's $600, 000 extra, |I'm guessing there's other
units -- other groups in town that are simlarly
situated to ours and | don't think that's fair for them
either. So | hope that the Board will really take a
| ook at this with the Water and Sewer Comm ssion and
address this in an appropriate way so that -- the
bottomline is we're going to have peopl e novi ng out of

their units probably at short sal es because they can't
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afford these bills; $3,000 just for water and sewer
you're already using. So hope you can bring this to
your attention. Thank you.

MAYOR KELLY: Thank you. And we certainly
don't want anyone noving out of their properties. |
Wll turn this over to Conmm ssioner Scarpelli for
comrent .

COW SSI ONER SCARPELLI: M. Peabody, thank
you for your comments. And as M. Ferraro works for
me, he did respond as far as it's under review. And it
is under review. W're |ooking at the ordi nance. |
can say that anything over five famlies and above is
being billed at that tiered rate. So it's not just
your conplex; it's any multi-famly conplex that's over
five famlies. Sone of the issues that we found is,

w t hout individual neters, it's very difficult to even
see if there's leaks in -- | don't know how many units
are down at Gateway, but we won't know if there's any

| eaks because there's not individual neters there. So
it's hard to tell how much of that water is being used.
A mltifamly dwelling also puts in nore waste, nore
chem cals than a one, two, or three, four-famly hone.
So | want you to look at all -- you know, we're |ooking
at it. It's under review, but that's sonme of the

reasons that there's that tiered rate.
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COW SSI ONER EVANS:  And | just would add the
resolution tonight is not to -- is not a refund. It's
actual |y cancel i ng bal ances that were unnecessary
because if we didn't cancel them we'd actually be --
have a deficit in the utility and we'd have to, through
t he operating budget, contribute that $590, 000 t hat
we're canceling tonight. So in the transition, it was
a bit of over budgeting that we needed to cancel. And
so it's not that we have noney that we collected; it's
just expenses that we didn't have to pay. |If we had to
pay, we would actually have a deficit.

UNI DENTI FI ED: (I ndi scerni bl e).

COW SSI ONER EVANS: Sorry.

UNI DENTI FI ED: W can't hear you.

COW SSI ONER EVANS: My mc is on.

MADAM CLERK: Yeah. [It's recording.

COW SSI ONER EVANS: So Ms. (i ndiscernible),
|'"'msorry, can you hear ne now?

UNI DENTI FI ED: (I ndi scerni bl e).

COW SSI ONER EVANS: Ckay. Maybe you can
nove forward to the -- what |'mcanceling tonight is
not noney that we collected as a refund. |'m canceling
appropriation bal ances because we did not coll ect
enough noney to to pay those bills. Fortunately, we

did not need the nobney. So I'mcanceling it out to
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bring the books into balance. So if you think about it
very sinmply is that if you had coll ected a hundred
dollars -- if you had budgeted a hundred doll ars and
you col |l ected $60, right, we would have to add in $40
for a real budget. However, it wasn't a correct
budget, so |I'm able to cancel those bal ances out, which
avoids the deficit. |If I don't do that, then we have
to contribute that $590, 000 out of the operating
budget, which is the equival ent of $59 per househol d.
So I"'mcanceling it out to basically bring the utility
back i nto bal ance because it has to equal.

So it's just basically an accounting
mechanism M. Peabody, | heard you. 1It's not the
noney we collect that's being refunded. |It's just
basically a budgeting error that needs to be corrected
because the rates did not accommodate that --
coll ecting that anount of noney. So that's all | was
trying to explain.

We are | ooking at changes to the ordinance.
| know this is -- our draft change is comng. | don't
know what all those changes will be, but |I would think,
in the next couple weeks, there'll be a revised
ordi nance coming out. Everything and | -- and one of
the things that's really clear, the sewer bill, which

was $4.2 nmillion |last year in total, we received a new
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bill for 25, which was 4, 700, 000 and sone thousand
dollars, so it went up. You know, quite a bit of
noney.
So while we have those sewer increases, one
of the chall enges we have is how do we figure out
the -- and | agree wth you, fairness and equity,
trying to figure that out and get as close as we can to
it. However, it does run the risk that once you get
done nmeking all of the adjustnments because peopl e have
said, oh, | use a garden hose, right? But | don't even
get a credit for a garden hose. Well, ny sprinkler
doesn't give ne enough of a credit. There's everything
that people are raising to try and lower that bill. W
make all those corrections, which all of them as we
identify them wll be nade. The net result will be in
an increase in the rate. The rate will have to go up
because we have to pay that bill. And so nake -- we
have to make sure that the rates wll make sure that
over the course of the year, we collect the sewer bill,
whi ch that one item alone went up quite a bit.
COWM SSI ONER SCARPELLI: And that's not under
our control.
COW SSI ONER EVANS: No, we get a bill. W
get a bill. It says it's just a bill in the mail. And

what does it relate to? The processing of the sewage
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for the town, the chemical treatnents that are

requi red, the EPA requirenents that are associated with
that, but al so people -- you know, today, we're all
suffering with this. Wy back when we coul d | ook at
9/ 11, right? And then how terrible that was, but many
of our utilities, you know, the electric utilities,
water utilities, gas utilities, sewer utilities,
everybody had to increase their bonding to reinforce
their facilities against a threat, right? Wether or
not that threat has materialized or could materiali ze,
that's what they did. Al that bonding is being paid

for by us taxpayers, and it conmes to us in the form of

a bill. W don't set the rate. The rate is set by the
Public Uility Comm ssion and we just get a bill for
it. Soit's just a function of the reality of the
life.

MAYOR KELLY: Thank you, Conm ssioners. Does
anyone el se wish to be heard on agenda itens only this
eveni ng? R ght now, we're doing public conment on
agenda itens only. |If you wish to be heard, please
approach the m crophone and state your nane for the
record. Seeing none, we'll nove on to Board of
Commi ssi oner announcenents. Conmi ssioner Evans?

COW SSI ONER EVANS: Not hi ng from ne.

MAYOR KELLY: Comm ssioner Scarpelli?
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COW SSI ONER SCARPELLI: | have not hi ng,
Mayor .

COMMISSIONER PETRACCO:l just -- | have one

thing to say tonight and it was regardi ng our

cel ebration tonight, and | didn't do it before. So
excuse ne, Mayor, | just want to thank Sharon Bozza too
for putting this together in your health departnent.

It really fills a void in people' s hearts and what you
guys are doing is really God's work, so thank you.

MAYOR KELLY: Yes. Thank you, Sharon.

And al so thank Sam Carella from your
department who is instrunental in putting it together
as wel |.

As many of you know, this nonth is Wnmen's
H story Month and we have a extensive slate of events
to celebrate this nonth, starting with our kickoff at
the Nutl ey Museum on Monday, March 10th. And we'll --
we have a host of events. Be on the |ookout for them
in terms -- through our communi cations throughout the
month. And |I'll update you periodically on those
events. Any others | should announce?

Yeah. Okay. There -- so there's going to be
alot later in the nonth but this Saturday is March 8th
is International Wonen's Day -- Wwnen's Hi story Day.,

So everyone has soneone in their life who's a woman.
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So make sure you honor and thank themthis nonth.
Movi ng on, we have no ordi nance
i ntroductions. W do have an ordi nance on for its
second reading and this is -- will be read by ne on
behal f of the entire Board of Conm ssioners.
And this is an ordi nance by the Board of
Conmi ssioners of the Township of Nutley, in the County
of Essex governing residential and non-residenti al
devel opnent fees. it's a rather extensive ordi nance
and so | will just open a public hearing on the
ordi nance as witten and published in the -- our
official publications. Yeah. So I'll -- at this ting,
'l nove to open the public hearing.
COWMM SSI ONER PETRACCO.  Second.
MAYOR KELLY: Seeing none, | nove to cl ose.
COW SSI ONER SCARPELLI:  Second.
MADAM CLERK: | need a second.
COWMM SSI ONER PETRACCO.  Second.
MADAM CLERK:  Conmm ssi oner Evans.
COW SSI ONER EVANS:  Aye.
MADAM CLERK:  Commi ssi oner Tucci .
COW SSI ONER TUCCI @ Aye.
MADAM CLERK:  Conmi ssi oner Scarpelli.
COW SSI ONER SCARPELLI :  Aye.
MADAM CLERK:  Conm ssi oner Petracco.
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COW SSI ONER PETRACCO.  Aye.

MADAM CLERK: Mayor Kelly.

MAYOR KELLY: Aye. And | nove the ordi nance.

COW SSI ONER TuccIi: Second

MADAM CLERK:  Commi ssi oner Evans.

COW SSI ONER EVANS:  Aye.

MADAM CLERK:  Conmm ssi oner Tucci .

COW SSI ONER TUCCI @ Aye.

MADAM CLERK:  Conmmi ssi oner Scarpelli.

COW SSI ONER SCARPELLI:  Aye.

MADAM CLERK:  Commi ssi oner Petracco.

COW SSI ONER PETRACCO.  Aye.

MADAM CLERK: Mayor Kelly.

MAYOR KELLY: Aye. W have seven resol utions
on this evening, starting with Comm ssi oner Evans.

COW SSI ONER EVANS: Thank you, Mayor.

Be it resolved, by the Board of Comm ssioners
of the Township of Nutley, in the County of Essex,
State of New Jersey, that the Treasurer be and is
hereby authorized to refund overpaynent of the property
taxes in the anount of $23,630.47 for the |ot and bl ock
listed in the resolution. So noved.

COW SSI ONER TUCCI :  Second.

MADAM CLERK: Conm ssi oner Evans.

COW SSI ONER EVANS: Aye.
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MADAM CLERK:  Conmm ssi oner Tucci .

COW SSI ONER TUCCI @ Aye.

MADAM CLERK:  Commi ssi oner Scar pel |

COW SSI ONER SCARPELLI:  Aye.

MADAM CLERK:  Commi ssi oner Petracco.

COW SSI ONER PETRACCO.  Aye.

MADAM CLERK: Mayor Kelly.

MAYOR KELLY: Aye.

COW SSI ONER EVANS: \Wereas, after a
conpr ehensi ve revi ew of the budgeted appropriations in
t he Townshi p's conbi ned Water/ Sewer Utility, it has
been determ ned that certain bal ances are no | onger
needed and shoul d be cancell ed as of Decenber 31, 2024,
and

Wier eas, these budget accounts have been
reviewed by Nisivoccia & Co, the Townshi p's i ndependent
auditing firmwho concur that these bal ances can be
cancel | ed; and

Whereas, N. J.S. A 40A: 4-60 all ows a governing
body to formally cancel said bal ances so that the
unexpended bal ances may be credit to a reserve for the
accounts in the anounts listed in here for a total of
$590, 000.

Now, therefore, be resolved, by the Board of

Conmi ssioners of the Township of Nutley, the County
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of Essex, in the State of New Jersey, that in
accordance with N J.S. A 40A 4-60, the above unexpended
bal ances totaling $590, 000. 00 are hereby cancel |l ed as
of Decenber 31st, 2024. So noved.

COWM SSI ONER TUCCI :  Second.

MADAM CLERK: Conm ssi oner Evans.

COW SSI ONER EVANS:  Aye.

MADAM CLERK:  Conmm ssi oner Tucci .

COW SSI ONER TUCCI @ Aye.

MADAM CLERK:  Conmi ssi oner Scarpelli.

COW SSI ONER SCARPELLI:  Aye.

MADAM CLERK:  Conm ssi oner Petracco.

COW SSI ONER PETRACCO.  Aye.

MADAM CLERK: Mayor Kel ly.

MAYOR KELLY: Aye.

COWM SSI ONER EVANS: \Wereas, the Depart nent
of Revenue and Finance in the Township of Nutley has a
need for specialized accounting services to assist the
Chief Financial Oficer fromtine to tinme throughout
2025 as a non-fair and open process pursuant to
N.J.S.A 19:44A-20.4 or 20.5, as appropriate;

Wier eas, Deyanira, excuse ne, Bartlett -- she
goes by Dey, by the way -- Licensed Chief Minici pal
Fi nance O ficer, has submtted a proposal to provide

t hese services begi nning March 4t h t hrough
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Decenber 31st, 2025 at an hourly rate of $100, with a
total cost not to exceed $20, 000;

Whereas, Ms. Bartlett possesses the requisite
knowl edge and experience to provide these services to
t he Townshi p as determ ned by the Revenue and Fi nance
Conmi ssi oner ;

Whereas, Ms. Bartlett has conpl eted and
submtted a Business Entity D sclosure Certification
that certifies that she has not made any reportable
contributions to a political or candidate commttee in
the Township in the previous one year, and that the
contract wll prohibit her from maki ng any reportabl e
contributions through the termof the contract;

Wher eas, funds are avail able in account
5- 01- 208- 200, which has been certified by the Chief
Fi nancial Oficer, subject to the adoption of the 2025
nmuni ci pal budget.

Now, therefore, be it resolved, by the Board
of Comm ssioners of the Township of Nutley, County of
Essex, State of New Jersey that the Conm ssioner of
Revenue and Fi nance and the Municipal Cerk are hereby
authorized to enter into a contract with Ms. Bartlett
for 20 -- for specialized accounting service for the
peri od begi nning March 4th, 2025 t hrough Decenber 31st,
2025 at an hourly rate of $100 not to exceed $20, 000.
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Wher eas, the
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TUCCI : Second.

Comm ssi oner Evans.

EVANS: Aye.
Conmi ssi oner Tucci .
TUCCI :  Aye.
Conmmi ssi oner Scarpelli.
SCARPELLI: Aye.
Conmmi ssi oner Petracco.
PETRACCO  Aye.

Mayor Kelly.
Aye.
EVANS: Thank you.

Thank you, Conm ssi oner.
Tucci ?
TUCCI :  Yes.

Depart nent of Parks and Public

Property determ ned due to unforeseen circunstances the

fam lies had to cancel

we offer;

and

Wher eas, the

participation in prograns that

Departnent of Parks and Public

Property has determ ned a need to refund famli es;

Board of Conm ssioners of the Townshi p of

t he County of Essex,

Now,

t her ef or e,

be it resolved, by the
Nutl ey, in
State of New Jersey, that the
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be and is hereby authorized to refund

paynents for recreation prograns in the anmounts |isted

bel ow to our nei ghbors at 91 Wiitford Avenue for K2

hoops in the amobunt of 1,000 -- I'msorry, $120 for the

2025 year

.| nove the resol ution.
MAYOR KELLY: Second.
MADAM CLERK:  Conm ssi oner Evans.
COW SSI ONER EVANS:  Aye.
MADAM CLERK:  Commi ssi oner Tucci .
COW SSI ONER TUCCI @ Aye.
MADAM CLERK:  Conmi ssi oner Scarpelli.
COW SSI ONER SCARPELLI:  Aye.
MADAM CLERK:  Conm ssi oner Petracco.
COW SSI ONER PETRACCO.  Aye.
MADAM CLERK: Mayor Kelly.
MAYOR KELLY: Aye.
COMM SSI ONER TUCCl:  That's all | have.
MAYOR KELLY: Thank you, Conmm ssi oner.

And Conmi ssioner Scarpelli, | see you have no

resol utions this evening.

t oni ght,

COWMM SSI ONER SCARPELLI: No resol utions
Mayor .

MAYOR KELLY: Thank you.

Comm ssi oner Petracco.

COW SSI ONER PETRACCO.  Thank you.
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Wher eas, the Seal ed Bids for surplus vehicles
no longer in use by the Township were received and
opened on Wednesday February 12, 2025; and

Wier eas, Jersey One Auto Sales, Inc., 495-497
Tonnel e Avenue, Jersey City, New Jersey, and Liberty
Motors, Inc., 1705-1707 Kennedy Boul evard, Jersey City,
New Jersey, were the highest bidders for the vehicles
listed below. It was a 2000 Ford F-550 and 1991 Ford
2- Door Pi ckup;

Now, therefore, be it resolved, by the Board
of Conmm ssioners of the Township of Nutley, County of
Essex, State of New Jersey, that the surplus itens
| i sted above be sold to the hi ghest bidders,

Jersey One Auto Sales, Inc. and Liberty Mtors, Inc.,
and the Township Clerk is hereby authorized to accept
paynment and rel ease the vehicle titles to the
purchasers. | nove the resol ution.

COW SSI ONER SCARPELLI:  Second.

MADAM CLERK:  Conm ssi oner Evans.

COW SSI ONER EVANS:  Aye.

MADAM CLERK:  Commi ssi oner Tucci .

COW SSI ONER TUCCI @ Aye.

MADAM CLERK:  Conmi ssi oner Scarpelli.

COW SSI ONER SCARPELLI:  Aye.

MADAM CLERK: Conm ssi oner Petracco
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COW SSI ONER PETRACCO.  Aye.

MADAM CLERK: Mayor Kel ly.

MAYOR KELLY: Aye.

COMM SSI ONER PETRACCO. This next resolution
that | have, Mayor, is very, very lengthy, so |I'm going
to give alittle sunmary of it before we vote on it.
This just gives us the ability in the Police Departnent
to use -- to buy any federal -- to purchase any federal
properties that is usually used, by the way, in case
sonet hing cones up. W did purchase off this one tine
in all these years a truck for the floods. So that
figure is what this -- the purpose of this resol ution
I'S.

So a resolution authorizing the Townshi p of
Nutl ey through the Nutley Police Departnent to
participate in the Defense Logistics Agency, Law
Enf orcenent Support O fice, 1033 programto enable the
Nut |l ey Police Departnent to request and acquire excess
Departnent of Defense equipnent. | nove it.

COWM SSI ONER SCARPELLI:  Second.

MADAM CLERK:  Commi ssi oner Evans.

COW SSI ONER EVANS:  Aye.

MADAM CLERK:  Commi ssi oner Tucci .

COW SSI ONER TUCCI @ Aye.

MADAM CLERK: Conm ssi oner Scarpelli.
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COW SSI ONER SCARPELLI:  Aye.

MADAM CLERK:  Conm ssi oner Petracco.

COW SSI ONER PETRACCO.  Aye.

MADAM CLERK: Mayor Kelly.

MAYOR KELLY: Aye.

COWM SSI ONER PETRACCO  Thank you.

MAYOR KELLY: Thank you, Conm ssioner. |
have one resolution on for this evening.

Wier eas, the Departnent of the Treasury,
Di vi si on of Taxation, has provided a Tax C earance
Certificate to the licensee |listed bel ow, and said
licensee is qualified to be licensed according to al
standards established by New Jersey Statutes Annotat ed
Title 33 and regul ati ons pronul gated t hereunder, as
well as pertinent | ocal ordi nances and conditions
consistent with Title 33 for the establishnent |isted
bel ow for this renewal period; and

Wher eas, the establishnment has been inspected
by the Board of Health, Fire Departnent,
Code Enforcenent Departnent, and the Police Departnent
of the Township of Nutley and is in satisfactory
condi ti on;

Now, therefore, be it resolved, by the Board
of Comm ssioners of the Township of Nutley, County of

Essex, State of New Jersey that the renewal of a
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Pl enary Retail Consunption Licenses with Broad Package
Privileges can be granted to the follow ng |licensee
effective July 1, 2024, through June 30, 2025. Be it
further resol ved that the Muinicipal Cerk hereby
isn't -- be and is hereby authorized to sign and issue
a license certificate for the |licensing period of
July 1, 2024, through June 30, 2025. Liquor License
Number 0716- 32-020-011, GO G oup, LLC trading as
Bell a Luce, licensed premse is 507 Franklin Avenue
pl enary consunption |icense with broad package
privilege. So noved.

COWM SSI ONER TUCCI :  Second.

MADAM CLERK: Conm ssi oner Evans.

COW SSI ONER EVANS:  Aye.

MADAM CLERK:  Commi ssi oner Tucci .

COW SSI ONER TUCCI @ Aye.

MADAM CLERK:  Conmi ssi oner Scarpelli.

COW SSI ONER SCARPELLI:  Aye.

MADAM CLERK:  Conm ssi oner Petracco.

COW SSI ONER PETRACCO.  Aye.

MADAM CLERK:  Mayor Kelly?

MAYOR KELLY: Aye.

At this tine, we will open the neeting up for
public comment on any itemyou wi sh to bring before the

Board. If you wish to bring any item before the Board,
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pl ease approach the m crophone and state your name for
the record.

MRS. BozzA: | don't know if |'m being
redundant, but this is about the water and sewerage as
well because it's difficult to hear you people up here,
honestly. But | had sonebody, we went through these
water bills. And fromwhat we can ascertain, we were
payi ng $4.04 a unit before, and now we're payi ng $4. 59
a unit, or whatever you call it, for water. And that's
-- that's 55 cents an addition. Al so, we were paying
$9 for insurance on piping, and now we're paying

$10.50. It was very nice to sneak that in when you

rai sed the bill.

Al so, | have sone bills where |I'm paying nore
for sewerage than |I'm paying for water. How is that
possi bl e? And where on ny tax bill can you show ne --

since |' m payi ng sewerage on these bills, where can you
show me that it was deducted fromny taxes since we
were paying it before?

MAYOR KELLY: So we certainly didn't sneak

anything in. And I'll turn it over to both --
MS. BozzA: Well, nobody --
MAYCR KELLY: -- conm ssioner --
MS. BozzA: We never got a letter saying

you were raising anything, that you were, you know,
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going to raise the tax -- not the tax, but the
i nsurance on the piping or whatever it's call ed.
MAYOR KELLY: Wwell, I'll et Conm ssioner
Evans and Conm ssioner Scarpelli speak on that --
MRS. BOZZA: You know, it's really --
MAYOR KELLY: -- point real fast.
MRS. BOzZZA: -- | have hearing aids and

I can't even hear you.

MAYOR KELLY: Sure. [|'ll speak louder. [I'l]
let --

MRS. BOZZA: Yeah.

MAYOR KELLY: -- Comm ssioner Evans or
Conmmi ssi oner Scarpelli speak on that, whoever w shes to

go first.
COW SSI ONER SCARPELLI : "1l go first.
Ms. Bozza, | do want to express ny condol ences to you

on the | oss of your husband.

MRS. Bozza: Ch, thank you.

COWM SSI ONER SCARPELLI:  You know, as the
Mayor said, we didn't sneak anything in. You know, we
had public hearings on this. The ordi nance was
changed. It was taken out of tax bill. 1"'Il let
Conmmi ssi oner Evans explain that. The water and sewer
are two different bills based on what we get charged

for water through our purveyors, Passaic Valley Water,
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Newark Water, and North Jersey Water, in addition to
our enpl oyees that are working in the Water Departnent.

The sewer, as Conmmi ssioner Evans expl ai ned
before, we get a bill from Passaic Valley for
$4.6 mllion. W have to pay that and we divi ded that
up. Not us, but our auditors on the initial -- we've
only been doing this for six nonths, you know, so we
t ook educated guess at what the rate should be to pay
those bills. And it |ooks like, you know, we fell a
little short |ast year because sone things we didn't
consider. And so that rate nay have to be adj usted,
especially as we change the ordi nance going forward.
But certainly, it was to nake it nore equitabl e based
on usage rather than based on property val ues. And
that was the reason that -- one of the big reasons that
we changed it.

MRS. BOZZA: So are you saying that you're --
what ever bill you get, you're dividing it or however
you do it, it -- it's not how nuch | use, it's how nmuch
you just determ ned we should --

COW SSI ONER SCARPELLI : No, no. It's how
much you use based on your water consunption. But
that's also -- we have to | ook at what we have to
Passaic Vall ey Sewage to treat that sewage. So,

basically, water in water out to determ ne what you're
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using, right? So sonebody who has a house that has a
big famly of five, they're going to use nore water and
produce nore sewage, SO they're going to pay nore.
Somebody with a house that has, you know, two enmpty
nesters init, they're going to pay | ess because

they're using less water. But at the end of the day,

what ever we col |l ect, we have to Passaic -- we have to
pay Passaic Vall ey Sewage Comm ssion the $4.6 m i on.
MRS. BozzA: Well, how was it possible that

bef ore when we were paying it in our taxes, you were
able to neet the bill and now you have to charge us
extra?

COW SSI ONER SCARPELLI : Because it was taken

out -- I'll et Comm ssioner Evans explain it. It was
taken out of -- it was taken out of your tax bill.

MRS. BOZZA!: ' msorry?

COW SSI ONER SCARPELLI : It was taken out
of --

MRS. Bozza: O our tax bill.

COW SSI ONER SCARPELLI: -- your tax bill.

MRS. BozzA: Yeah.

COW SSI ONER SCARPELLI:  You're not paying
for sewage. You're not paying that 4.6 mllion out of

your --

MRS. BOZZA: Oh, really? Where does it shows
t hat we
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get a rebate on that --

COW SSI ONER SCARPELLI: Wl --

MRS. BOZZA: -- or that we get a
(i ndi scernible) --

COW SSI ONER SCARPELLI: Agai n, maybe not a
rebate, but your taxes didn't go up as nuch as they
coul d have.

COW SSI ONER EVANS: So, Mrs. Bozza, just to
echo what Conmm ssioner Scarpelli has said -- and |'m
trying to speak | ouder because | tend to speak softer,
but just raise up your head if you can't hear ne. W
did renove half the cost of what the sewer utility
woul d have to operate with, both the sewer bill as well
as the operating costs, which would include the sal ary
and wages of the people that work in that area, the
I nsurance costs associated with that, the pension
costs. All those costs have to go into there. What we
did | ast year was we estimated what that half of that
bill would be and transferred that to the utility.
Because | was concerned that we would not coll ect al
t he revenue that we needed to coll ect because it was a
startup, | reduced the benefit -- they have the -- part
of the benefit coning out by $513,000 to cover our
revenue billing shortfall, which I'"mgrateful that we

did because we actually did have a transitional issue
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wth billings because, as Conm ssi oner Scarpelli said,
we're only operating six nonths.

There is a presentation of the budget
presented | ast year online, which |ays out and shows
what our total expenditures were for the year and how
much was transferred out of the budget for the sewer
utility. Unfortunately, |ast year, we had an increase
in the taxes to everybody because ot her costs went up
far greater than the transfer out of the noney to the
sewer utility. So you would think that the budget
woul d go down, which it did. Half the cost went down
| ast year for the transfer out to the sewer utility.
However, other costs went up quite a bit and conpletely
of fset that.

And as Joe nentioned, that while we had an
increase |l ast year of -- | think it was around 83 or
$87, | don't renenber off the top of ny head, but it
was bel ow a hundred dollars. |[If we didn't transfer out
what we woul d've transferred out, that increase
woul d' ve been well over $250. So we -- by the transfer
out, the property tax increase was |ower |ast year, but
it was an increase. It did not go down.

MRS. BOZzZzA: But in essence, you really raised
our taxes.

COW SSI ONER EVANS: Ddn't raise your --
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MRS. BozzAa: Well, this -- it's not called
tax, but it's a tax because we have to pay it, so --

COW SSI ONER EVANS: Wl |l -- but yeah. So

all of those costs were in the regul ar operating
budget. So if we left themin there, then your

taxes -- the a -- your tax increase would ve been up --
for the average house payi ng about $12,500 in taxes,

t hat average -- the nunicipal increase would' ve been
over $250 on that one house. It would -- by taking
this out, it was only 87.

MRS. BOZZA:. You're chasing us out of this
town, I'lIl tell you. Little by little -- 1 don't nean
you personally, but, little by little, you're chasing
us out of this town because we can't afford to live
here anynmore. And | was born and raised in this town,
but I"'m-- 1 -- | just can't afford to |live here.

COW SSI ONER EVANS: M s. Bozza, |

understand that. | appreciate that.

MRS. BOzZzA: And the older you get, the
harder it gets.

COW SSI ONER EVANS: It is hard. |
agree with you.

MRS. BOZZA: Yeah.

COWM SSI ONER EVANS: But pl ease go online
and al so --
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MRS. BOzzA: W don't need to put those
Christmas trees in front of the town hall, all this
nonsense and, you know, change -- everything has to
change. Wy can't things just stay as they are? As
long as they're useful and they're -- they're --
they're okay, leave it the way it is.

COW SSI ONER EVANS:  Yeah, | would | ove

and --
MRS. BOzZzA: | nmean, you know, people like

nyself on a fixed budget, it's really difficult to |live

her e.

COW SSI ONER EVANS: | truly appreciate that,
Mrcs. Bozza, nobre than you know. |'ve worked very
hard - -

MRS. BozzA: |'mnot the only one. Lots of

peopl e conplain --
COW SSI ONER EVANS: I --
MS. ABAZA. -- but they don't cone here to
conpl ai n.
COWM SSI ONER EVANS:  Are you part of the
Property Tax Freeze Progranf
MRS. BozzA: Pardon?
COWM SSI ONER EVANS:  Are you part of the

New Jersey Property Tax Freeze Progranf
MRS. BozzA: Wll, how cone other towns in in
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New Jer sey have much | ower tax rates?

COWM SSI ONER EVANS:  Nutl ey's not high by

conpari son.

MRS. BOzzA: Not high?

COW SSI ONER EVANS: No. I n Essex County,

no. Absolutely not.
MRS. BOZZA: You could've had me fooled.
COW SSI ONER EVANS: Yeah. But sonetines |
get fooled too, but it's certainly seriously not. But
| do --

MRS. BozzA: (Indiscernible) thousand in
taxes. You think that's -- that's not -- that's --
that's easy to pay?

COW SSI ONER EVANS: No, it's not because |
pay nore than that. But Mrs. Bozza, nmy -- | want --
it's an inportant question, please. |If you are not a
menber of the New Jersey Property Tax Freeze Program
and you're over 65 years old, which you may be, |' m not
sure. Right?

MS. ABAZA: | amold .

COW SSI ONER EVANS: Wl |, 65-years-ol d.

MS. ABAZA: (I ndiscernible).

COW SSI ONER EVANS:  Yeah, you're older. And

you earn | ess than $163,000 a year, you are eligible to

have your taxes frozen. But there's a new programthis
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year that says, if you are already in the freeze
program there's a new programthat's called the Stay
in New Jersey Program which actually is a new benefit
that will be paid in '26.

MRS. BozzA: (Indiscernible) --

COW SSI ONER EVANS: Yeah. If | could

yeah. --
COW SSI ONER EVANS: If | could answer that

question, | would ve accepted the job as the New Jersey
State Treasurer. But unfortunately, you can't fix
what's broken. But the answer is, there is a new
program for seniors that increases the benefit. It
says, if you're collecting through the anchor program
and the freeze program | ess than $6, 500, and you make

|l ess than a half a mllion dollars a year, this year
there's a new application which maybe m ght be a
benefit for you. And if that is a benefit for you,

pl ease stop by and see ny tax collector. She'll help

you through it.

MRS. BOZZA: Going to need a lawyer to fill out
the paper work.

COW SSI ONER EVANS:  It's -- well, we'll help

you do that. You don't need to do that.
MS. RABINO Wth the tax freeze, what's the

anount of noney that you are allowed to earn.
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COW SSI ONER EVANS: $163, 000 from al

sour ces.
M5. RABINO (I ndiscernible).
COW SSI ONER EVANS: Ms. Rabi no (phonetic),
t oday we have over 200 -- excuse ne, | nean, 2,000

honmes and renptely are part of the freeze program And
because of the new program nore seniors wll
partici pate; nore, nany nore.
MAYOR KELLY: And | just would |like to add
that a | ot of those costs increases that
Comm ssi oner Evans spoke about are costs well beyond
our control. They're costs set by the State. O as
Conmi ssi oner Evans nentioned earlier this evening, the
bill fromPVSC went up fromfour to 4.6 mllion. So
t hese are costs that we can control. it's just the
nature of living in New Jersey. These costs are
arising, especially with the inflation going on.
Anyone el se w shing to be heard on public coment?
COWUNI TY MEMBER MATT: Thank you. Hi there.
My nane is Matt. | live up on Highfield Lane. |
stopped by late |ast year just as a volunteer with
Vot er Choi ce New Jersey. W're a advocacy organi zation
| ooking to spread awareness of rank choice voting in
muni ci palities around the State. Last year, Mapl ewood,

South Orange, and Montclair all adopted resol utions
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supporting rank choice voting. And this is inportant
because we want to show the State governnent that they
shoul d enpower nmunicipalities to adopt rank choice
voting. It's used in New York City. W'Il|l see it in
the oral elections. |It's used in the Gscars. It
proves to be broadly popul ar across the political
spectrum It hel ps reduce toxic partisanship in
el ecti ons because constituents can rank their choices
and it produces the need for costly runoffs. | have
several little cards with QR codes, nore infornation.
| hope to be at the Farnmer's market this spring and
spreadi ng sonme nore information. |'d be happy to | eave
sone of these wth each of you and hopefully have the
chance to maybe work on a resolution for Nutley.

MAYOR KELLY: Sure. You can leave it with
t he C erk.

COVMUNI TY MEMBER MATT:  Yeah, of course. Let
me grab a -- grab a couple. Thanks.

MAYOR KELLY: You can approach and --

COWUNI TY MEMBER MATT: (I ndi scernible).

MAYOR KELLY: Ckay.

COMWUNI TY MEMBER MATT: (I ndi scerni bl e).

MR, AURI EMVA: (Good evening. Nichol as
Aurienma, 35 Wilson Street, Nutley, New Jersey.

Anot her nont h, another paynent, another neeting wth
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M. Bruno, another cost for nme with ny | awer. Last
time | was here, | was directed by the conmm ssioners to

nmeet with M. Bruno. Let's put this to rest finally.

Qbvi ously, you know, nothing has been put to rest. Now
| -- now | wonder. You know, | don't --
UNI DENTIFIED: | can't hear you clearly

(i ndi scernible).

MR, AURI EMVA: Ckay.

MAYOR KELLY: Push that button.

MR. AURI EMVA:  You nmay not want to hear this,
but I -- again, I -- 1 lost faith in alot -- a lot of
things, a lot of people. | don't want to bash ny
| awyer because now |l -- now, I'mat the point | wonder,
you know, |ike, you know, soneone -- sone individuals

up here, are they really comng after nme? It nakes ne

wonder .

| invited once again Carl Lordi, Louie
Ritacco. |f Dave Cosel (phonetic) was alive, he would
be here as well, just to once again reiterate to all of
you how this nightmare that I'mliving started. Al
t hese nen, you all know well. | know Carl gave the
congregation or, you know, one or two of you a -- you

know, your fundraisers. Everyone knows Dave Cosel .
beli eve you all know Louie R tacco. | don't think any

of them have any hard feelings towards you or ne. |
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don't think anyone of themwould lie for nme, especially

-- especially Carl, who's a pastor, okay? | cannot
enphasi ze again -- and this will be the last tinme |
come here, okay? | can't enphasize, you know, again,

this nightmare I'mliving, okay?

So | got a few questions to start with, if
you don't mnd, or a -- a fewthings | want to bring to
l'ight again. Ordi nance Nunber 3439, introduced by
Mayor Scarpelli. If you're not -- if you don't
remenber this ordi nance, okay, it was the Chapter 349,
fl ood damage prevention. Page 11, Section A 4.3, it
clearly states that the responsibility of the fl ood
adm ni strator is to i nformanyone who's going for

permt whether or not a piece of property is in a

floodway. It's clear as day.
M. Scarpelli, do you recall this ordinance?
COW SSI ONER SCARPELLI : | do not, Mr.
Auriemma.
VR. AURI EMVA: Ckay. Well, it was

i ntroduced by you with probably, you know, all good,
you know, intentions. It was approved by nost of you.
M. Kelly -- NMayor Kelly, | don't think you were here
during that tine.

It's clear as day that this order says that

the flood adm nistrator was to i nform ne whet her or not
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this land was in a floodway. Unfortunately, and I
don't believe purposely, he nade a m stake. |'m going
to reiterate again that your township engi neer that you
guys paid for wote a report regarding this property.
In this report, he too never nentioned fl oodway, but
just was clear that this property was in a flood zone
and approved for one-fam |y house.

Il want to -- | want to turn ny attention to
Conmi ssi oner Evans. Commi ssioner Evans, why -- why did

you run for office? Can you just el aborate shortly

or -- what was your purpose of serving the people in
Nutl ey? Wiy -- what made you run for office?
MAYOR KELLY: I'mjust going to -- all

questions should be addressed to ne as the --

MR AUR EMVA: Ckay.

MAYOR KELLY: -- Chair of the Board. And if
appropriate, 1'll refer to the appropriate
conmi ssi oner .

MR AURIEMVA: No, | just want to know what
was the -- I'"'m-- | nean, |'mnot attacking you, but
what was your purpose of running for office?

COWM SSI ONER EVANS:  If you pick up any of ny
canpaign literature, it lays well all out. | -- ny
expertise is in financial areas and | thought that I

can contribute to the town in a positive way.
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MR, AURIEMVA: Ckay. And -- and | believe
that that was your purpose. |In your departnent, okay,
you are in charge of the building, the construction
departnent, correct?

COW SSI ONER EVANS:  Yes.

MR, AURIEMVA: Are you -- are you aware of
the process of getting a permt -- a building permt to
build a hone?

COW SSI ONER EVANS: M. Auriemma, |'m-- |
am goi ng to caution you on your |ine of questioning.
You're allowed to nake a comment.

MR, AURI EMVA: Ckay.

COWMM SSI ONER EVANS:  You're not allowed to
i nterrogate the conm ssioner --

MR AURITEMVA: Well, I'"'m-- |'"m not
interrogating you. |I'm--

COW SSI ONER EVANS:  And |'m al so --

MR, AURI EMVA: Ckay.

COW SSIONER EVANS: I'mdoing it not as a
request; it's a warning.

MR BRUNO | want to junmp in because we're
happy to have anyone cone up --

MR AUR EMVA: Ckay.

MR. BRUNO -- during the public conmrent

stage of neetings. |It's good to, you know, be a good
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citizen and --

MR, AURI EMVA: Ckay.

MR. BRUNO -- see how government runs, but
this is not going to be an exerci se where we're goi ng

to ask questions of --

MR, AURI EMVA:  WwWell, | -- 1 -- 1 can --
right.

MR. BRUNO. -- very individual issues and --

MR AURIEMVA: | can -- | can ask questions.

l"ma citizen.

MR. BRUNO Wl --

MR AURIEMVA: | pay taxes -- listen, | -- |
have not been disrespectful at all.

MR. BRUNO  You are. (Indiscernible).

MR, AURI EMVA: |'m not disrespecting you.
|"mjust trying to lead to a point.

MR BRUNO. But | just want to save you the
time --

MR. AURI EMVA: Ckay.

MR. BRUNO -- because | have instructed all
of the comm ssioners not to discuss

this matter --

MR, AURI EMVA: Ckay.

MR. BRUNO. -- because (indiscernible).

MR, AURI EMVA: Ckay.
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MR BRUNO. So | don't want you to have to
ask questions (indiscernible).

MR AURIEMVA: Well, | -- I"mgoing to ask
you anyway because | have the right to do so, okay?
And if you refuse not to answer, then shane on you,
then you shouldn't be sitting up there because you're
not brave enough to answer questions. So anyway, |
wasn't trying to be disrespectful. | don't know.
Maybe you're taking it personally. Maybe you have
sonmething to hide. W knows? But |let ne just explain
to you the process, okay? Wen you go for a building
permt in the Township of Nutley, you have to submt
pl ans, okay? The plans are reviewed, okay? You know,
are you famliar with the code fees in Nutley? | nean,
is he allowed to answer that? No.

COW SSI ONER EVANS:  Yeah, | know what the
fees are.

MS. AURI EMVA: Ckay. Code fees, Hudson Soi
(phonetic), are you famliar with all that?

COMM SSI ONER EVANS: Hudson Soil, no. But
t he code fee, yes.

M5. AURIEMVA: Well, these are things that
you need to get when you build a house in this
townshi p, okay? These things will never ever be

requested if a property is unbuil dable. There's no
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need to do it. There's no need to submt plans,

there's no need to get engi neering reports, okay? |
have cancel ed checks. | got checks nade out to the
t ownshi p; code fee, Hudson fee, permt fee that the

t ownshi p nade ne pay because they thought that this

property was buildable. | just can't see how you guys
don't see this. How the township -- you know, |
believe the township is -- is really extrenely I|iable.

The negl i gence that happened, not purposely, has

destroyed ne, okay? And | -- | don't understand why
you're taking it personally. [I'mjust trying to tel
you, you know, like -- | nean, do you not recogni ze --

do you not recognize this? That the township nade ne
do Ato Z when | didn't have to do anyt hing because the
| ot was supposedly unbuil dable. That the township nade
me revise ny -- ny permts. That the townshi p made ne
hire an engineer. That the township paid a township
engi neer to review ny plans, to give ne the okay, only
to tell me two nonths later, no. | nean, is this not
like -- 1 -- 1 don't get it. Does no -- does no one
not recognize this?

MAYOR KELLY: M. Auriemm, you' re out of
time. But | do want to say that, you know, |'ve worked
w t h Comm ssi oner Evans for a nunber of years now.

Wiile we may not al ways see eye to eye, | don't think
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it's appropriate to insinuate that he has sonething to
hi de. You know, you're in litigation with the town.
The town is free to take its position. You're free to
take your position. And M. Bruno can correct ne if

" mwong, but | believe we've offered you to cone to
medi ation. And we're happy to sit at the table and
tal k about what would nmake this situation right. And

if there's any faults, to make it right.
MR AURIEMVA: And | believe that we net a

nont h ago.

MAYOR KELLY: Well, that was just a neeting
wth your attorney, with our attorney, but | believe
we've offered to cone to nedi ati on, have a neutral
arbiter to take a look at this, and say if and where
there's fault.

MR, AURI EMVA: well, it -- like, | -- again,
you guys are the | eaders of this township, okay? You
took an oath to do the right thing. | just can't see
like -- again, it takes one of you to nmake a noti on,
two of you to agree to settlenment and |I' mdone. The

nightmare with this township i s done.
COMMISSIONER PETRAcCcO: I|If | may,

Mayor, | --
MAYOR KELLY: Go ahead.
COMMISSIONER PETRACCO: -- | think

that's what the

Mayor's saying, N ck, is that, you know, they're taking
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a step, going through an exerci se, and maybe that there
coul d be sone kind of resolution on this, you know.
MAYOR KELLY: Right. And especially having
it come froma neutral person because you ve cone here
several tines and you tal ked about your history with
many of these conm ssioners. WlIl, when | say these
conm ssioners, nany of us. And it |ooks |like there
coul d be sone sort of untoward dealing going on. Were
if we go to a neutral arbiter, it -- and the neutral
arbiter says, this would be a fair settlenent for this
matter, it gives us the appropriate, | guess, backdrop
to say, you know, there's -- and to prove to the tenant
there is no unfair dealing going on.
MR. AURI EMVA:  You know, | respectfully
di sagree. You guys are the | eaders of this township.
Like I told all of you, every tine you cast a vote,
whet her you say yes, you're going to upset the no;

whet her you say no, you're going to upset the people

that want yes. |'mjust asking you, as el ected
officials to -- you know, to recogni ze this and nake a
deci sion what you think is right, okay? | can't --

again, if this was your son and daughter up here, this
woul d never have gone two-and-a-half years, okay?
Never. This woul d' ve been done already. | nean, if |

could have just two nore mnutes of your tine and then
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"1l stop.
MAYOR KELLY: Can you wap it up in one?
Well, you' ve already twi ce exceeded the limt. Just

get to the point and --

MR AURIEMVA: Well, I'mgoing to feel
pressured, but, you know what, | just like -- like I
said, | have a -- a -- a lot of things that |I've done

and able to build in this township, to build a hone.
And again, the process of building a hone is Ato Z
Nutl ey made ne do alnbst Ato Z. | -- | stopped at Z,
only to tell nme, you know, two-and-a-half nonths, three
nont hs | ater, oops, we nade a m stake. You can't build
here. 1It's in the floodway. Again, | cannot, again
reiterate three people that all of you know well cane
to this township to inquire about this land for ne to
purchase. All these people were told the sane thing.
It's a buildable lot. Yes, you could build here. It's
Zone R-- R-- it's Zone RI1.

I mean, you guys at the township, M. Evans,
you know, went to to buy sonething, you get a CO The
township gave ne a COthat clearly says it's Zone Rl
building. | nean, why -- why did the township give ne
the COif I couldn't build on it? And | guess, you
know, et ne close -- in closure, this way | could just

stop tal ki ng.
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I mean, | hope this is a -- a -- a teachable

nmonent for you, M. Evans, as the |eader of this

departnent to say, |listen guys, we made a m stake here,
okay? W -- you know, | -- you know, not everyone that
wor ks for your departnent lives in Nutley. I'ma

Nut | ey guy, okay? M brothers live here. M children
live here. W have a business in town. This is a
t eachabl e nonent for you to say, let's sit down. \here

did we ness up here? This should never happen to

anyone ever again. | don't know. Have you done that
yet? O it's just -- it doesn't -- like, | don't get
it. | mean, it just -- | don't know.

Again, | sat in that seat. | ran for counci
years ago. | don't know, naybe I'mdifferent. But if
this ever happened on ny watch, | would be sitting down
in nmy departnent saying, listen, we need to fix what's

wong. W put this poor guy and his famly through
hell. And | can assure you, |'mpretty sure that
not hi ng has been done about this since this happened to
me. | don't know Just -- any comments?

MAYOR KELLY: Well, like | said, we all feel
for you. W all --

MR AURIEMVA: | don't know about that; two-
and- a- half years.

MAYOR KELLY: -- 1t's an unfortunate
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si tuati on.

MR AURIEMVA: | can't even talk right now.
My lips are getting chapped.

MAYOR KELLY: Ckay.

MR AURI EMVA: | nean, two-and-a-half years
to do the right thing.

MAYOR KELLY: This is -- like I said, this is
an unfortunate situation. And as our attorney has
said, the quickest resolution is to go to nedi ati on.
O herwi se, we're going to -- it's going to take a | ot
| onger process to draw this out through di scovery and
depositions and the whol e ni ne yards.

MR AURITEMVA: And -- and if | could show you

nmy phone right now, |I'm going off on ny attorney. [|I'm
like, let's go to nediation. It costs noney. It <costs
10,000. | don't care. | pay 1700 a nmonth. | could

pay for nmediation ten tines over already, okay? And
like | said, | feel trapped wth this guy, okay? But
you -- | don't need to go to nediation. Here -- here

are ny nediators right here, | think. Muro, anything?

COWMWM SSIONER TUCCI: No, | can't tal k about
t his.
MR. AURI EMVA: You can do anythi ng you want,

Mauro. And you know ny character.
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COW SSI ONER TUCC : | do.

MR, AURI EMVA: Al ?

COW SSI ONER PETRACCO | said what | said
before. | nmean, | think it's a good first step.

MR AURI EMVA: Ch, first step. How nany

first steps am| going to take?

COW SSI ONER PETRACCO No. Well, 1 nean,
this could -- | -- in ny opinion, and I'mnot a | awer,
but I think it could resolve an issue. So, | nean, you
know what, | think, nove it al ong.

MR AURIEMVA: |'mtrying.

MAYOR KELLY: The benefit of a nediator is

that they'll be able to i ndependently tell us if we're
wong or they'll independently tell you if we're wong
or they'll independently tell us we're both wong,

we're both right, and try and beat us up to get to an
agr eenent .

MR AURIEMVA: M. Scarpelli, any comment? |
nean - -

COW SSI ONER SCARPELLI : It doesn't matter.

They j ust gave you sone good advi ce.

MR. AURI EMVA: | know, but two-and-a-half
years of advice and I"'mstill on Step 1. And | hope
when you -- when you | eave here, Doc, that you review

your ordi nance and say, oh, this kid's right. W have
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an ordi nance here. And it clearly says the fl ood
adm nistrator is responsible for telling nme whether or
not it's in the floodway. It wasn't ny responsibility.
And he dropped the ball. And | -- | respectfully ask
you just to look over it tonight. And naybe when you
read it, Doc, you'd be like, hey, cone on, guys, this
kid s right. W kind of screwed up. Just take sone
accountability.

MAYOR KELLY: Thank you, M. Auriemm.

Anyone el se wi shing to be heard on public
comrents? Seeing none. W don't have a need for
executive session. Correct, M. Bruno? So we -- our
next neeting is going to be the budget workshop
tonorrow at 10 a.m  And our next regular neeting wll
be March 18th. At this time, 1'll entertain a notion
t o adj ourn.

COW SS|I ONER SCARPELLI: Move it.

COW SSI ONER EVANS:  Second.

MADAM CLERK: Conm ssi oner Evans.

COW SSI ONER EVANS:  Aye.

MADAM CLERK:  Commi ssi oner Tucci ?

COW SSI ONER TUCCI @ Aye.

MADAM CLERK:  Commi ssi oner Scarpelli.

COW SSI ONER SCARPELLI:  Aye.

MADAM CLERK:  Conm ssi oner Petracco.
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COW SSI ONER PETRACCO:  Aye.

MADAM CLERK: Mayor Kelly.

MAYOR KELLY: Aye.

MADAM CLERK: The tine is 8:18.

MAYOR KELLY: Thank you. Goodni ght,
everyone.

(End of recording)
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