
Parking Committee Meeting 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

AGENDA Wednesday, September 15, 2021 

Noon 
 

CENDEL BUILDING* 

(101 W. Loockerman Street, Dover) 

 
NOTE:  Hardcopies of minutes will no longer be provided at committee meetings. 

 

 Welcome & Introductions (Todd Stonesifer, Chair) 
 

 Agenda 
 

 August minutes   
 

  Update:  Current downtown Dover parking and enforcement  
 

 Update on development of Comprehensive Downtown Parking Plan:  Colonial Parking Inc. 
 

 Other Business 
 

 Public Comments 
 

 Next steps 
 

 Adjourn 
 
 

Next scheduled meeting date: October 20 at noon 
 

For updates and materials on the parking process, visit: www.tinyurl.com/DoverParkingSolutions 
 

*For monthly agendas, meeting minutes, and any late changes in meeting location as required due 

to emerging COVID conditions, visit: https://www.cityofdover.com/meetings 
 

 

Parking Committee meetings are held on the third Wednesday of each month at noon. 

All are welcomed and invited to attend. 
 
 
 
The DDP Parking and Safety Committee works to improve public parking convenience and availability and works 

with partners to develop strategies to address identified safety issues in downtown Dover, DE.  

http://www.tinyurl.com/DoverParkingSolutions
https://www.cityofdover.com/meetings*


 

 

Parking Committee  

 
MINUTES  

August 18, 2021 

Meeting at CenDel at Noon 

DRAFT  

ATTENDANCE: Councilman Fred Neil, Todd Stonesifer, Codi Canasa, Dave Hugg, Steve Ottinger, Chris 

Raubaucher, Chris Hankins 

STAFF: Diane Laird, Tina Bradbury, Jordan Resh 

Call to Order: Chair Todd Stonesifer opened the meeting at 12 p.m. 

Councilman Neil voted to accept the agenda. Hugg seconded the motion, and the committee voted 

unanimously to accept. 

Councilman Neil voted to accept the minutes from July 2021. Hugg seconded the motion, and the 

committee voted unanimously to accept. 

Todd requested to discuss the parklet from the July 2021 meeting. Codi shared their support of the parklet 

because it changes the scenery and attracts people to the area. Tina and Codi discussed safety issues, and 

Todd shared that the parklet could be most effective when the street is already shut down. Diane offered the 

suggestion that live music would be a good use of the parklet. Steve Ottinger requested more information on 

how quickly the parklet can be assembled and disassembled, and Todd agreed that it would be useful to ask 

the designers of the parklet to follow up.  Todd indicated best to not take up valuable parking spaces when 

not absolutely necessary. 

Downtown Dover Parking Update: 

Tina shared updates on downtown parking. Tina said they are going to create a banner to update visitors on 

the start of re-enforcing parking. Todd explained that the parking will switch to Park Mobile and that it will 

be enforced for the first time since December 2019. Todd requested that we share with others that 

September 7th is the start date of enforced parking, and Tina added that the grace period will last two weeks 

after September 7th. Councilman Neil asked about the marketing campaign to advertise these changes, and 

Tina said they will be doing press releases, advertising at First Friday, and more to ensure visitors know 

about the enforcement update. Park Mobile will do a press release as well. Diane emphasized that this is not 

the part of the comprehensive solution that is being developed for downtown parking, but rather is a pilot 

program that will help downtown transition into the new parking plan. Todd mentioned that we need to 

mark the spaces before we start enforcement, and Tina said she would reach out to the city to determine 

when they will be able to update the signage.  

Public Meeting: 

Todd shared information about the public parking meeting from last week (August 8) held at the library. 

Todd believed there were four new visitors that had not previously been involved with parking 

conversations, and that not all visitors were engaging with the discussions. Todd said the total attendance to 

the meeting was eight people. Todd shared that the visitors were largely in support of the parking meters, 



 

 

and when the visitors were asked if they had to pay $1 to park downtown if they would still come, they said 

yes. Todd said the presentation was informative and well done. Codi said that in the meeting, in terms of 

investments, the feedback was in support of a full commitment and investment, from the start instead of 

planning to expand the program at a later date. Todd shared that there was no vocal opposition at the 

meeting, but rather questions that were similar to those that have come up at parking committee meetings as 

well. Todd said that Dover is growing from outside, not within, and visitors from metropolitan areas expect 

to have parking. A comment was shared from Councilman Anderson that he believes Friday parking hours 

should be reduced, and Todd shared that after the pilot program, the information gathered will allow 

educated decisions to be made. No press was present.  The Open House meeting was publicized in advance 

fo the meeting through the City of Dover public meetings web page (a week in advance of the meeting), at 

the City of Dover Public Library, on the DDP Merchants FB pages, and in a State News article published 

August 7. 

Hard Costs: 

Chris Hankins provided updates on the requested hard costs for option 2A (meter and manual sign),  2B 

(loop with counter), and 2C (automatic sign with license plate reader (LPR)). He said that the hard costs are 

not available yet, but that the research is being conducted. Todd made clear that 2B cannot turn into 2C, but 

2A can turn into 2C. Chris Raubaucher asked where the funds are expected to come from, and Todd said 

that he expects state and federal funds to be available. However, Todd shared that he did not believe the city 

of Dover would be in support of funding, since the budget has recently been approved. Councilman Neil 

asked for clarification on the LPR and if people will know how to properly use them. For example, how 

people will know where to park and how seniors will handle the new technology? Chris explained the LPR 

system as being useful to show vacancy and does not require user input, that a cash option will be available 

as well, and that certain days the parking can be changed to become free. Tina also added that the North 

Loockerman metered parking spots will turn to $5/day, and that this will encourage people to start parking 

in the offered lots. This is expected to help gauge interest and use for the spaces during the pilot program. 

Todd mentioned that it seems support is for 2C, and research would need to be conducted to find the funds. 

Codi asked if 2C could transition to option 3 (gated parking), but Chris explained that the two programs 

would not transition, since they are structurally different. Steve asked if the cost of maintenance will be 

included in the hard costs, and Chris said that the maintenance costs should be minimal but can be 

considered in future cost updates.  

Diane asked Councilman Neil for a recommended date to present the proposal to the council for 

consideration. Neil said that anything presented to the council needs to be “actionable,” and that an 

informational meeting can be in front of a committee (Council Committee of the Whole - CCOW), instead 

of full council at a traditional council meeting. 

Next Public Meeting: 

The committee discussed having another public meeting before presenting in front of the council committee. 

Diane clarified that the final public meeting is expected to be a presentation of the final project, and many 

changes after that presentation are not anticipated. The Parking Committee discussed meeting again to 

finalize the proposal before the public meeting, and then presenting it to the council committee after the two 

other meetings. Todd expressed concern that the Parking Committee may not be able to finalize the proposal 

in the next meeting.  

Call to Adjourn:  

Todd asked for any additional discussion topics. Seeing none, Councilman Neil motioned to adjourn the 

meeting, and Hugg seconded the motion. The committee voted unanimously to adjourn the meeting. 

Meeting adjourned at 12:44 pm. 

JR/DJL 
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By Mike Finney
Delaware State News

DOVER — The Downtown Dover 
Partnership continues to reach out 
to the community, as it seeks solu-
tions for parking issues.

Residents are invited to attend 
an open house Wednesday from 
4:30-6:30 p.m. at the Dover Public 
Library to review the progress of 
the parking planning to date, ask 
questions and provide input. No 
registration is required, and the 
meeting is open to all.

DDP has been working with Co-
lonial Parking and Dover citizens 
since November to develop a con-
venient and effective solution to 

downtown parking.
The public process has resulted 

in a proposed solution, still in draft 
form, which involves a combination 
of free and paid parking, flexible 
time frames and parking locations, 
and new amenities like bike racks 
and charging stations.

“We are nearing the end of the 
design/development phase for the 
parking solution, which nicely coin-
cides with proposed development 
of a master plan for downtown,” 
said Diane Laird, executive direc-
tor of DDP. “We currently have a 
request for proposals out, in which 
we are seeking the most qualified 
vendor to provide a path forward to 

capitalize on central Dover’s assets, 
encourage new commercial and res-
idential investment and to spur the 
local economy.

“Convenient and efficient park-
ing is an integral part of a well-
planned downtown corridor.”

Individuals interested in seeing 
the details of the proposed solu-
tions — including a projected time-
line, meeting minutes and presen-
tations to date — can visit tinyurl.
com/doverparkingsolutions.

“No date has been selected to im-
plement the parking solution once 
the plan is finalized,” said Todd Sto-
nesifer, DDP board president. “But 
it is important to be ready with the 

solution as soon as the conditions 
suggest that the time is right.”

These conditions could include 
additional business openings and a
return to increased visitation to the 
capital city by tourists, as well as re-
development, including additional
market-rate residential opportuni-
ties that would feed an “open after 
5” retail and restaurant district.

In addition to Wednesday’s
event, the DDP Parking Committee 
meets the third Wednesday of every
month at noon. Meeting agendas 
and location are available on the
city of Dover website.

Staff writer Mike Finney can be reached 
at 741-8230 or mfinney@iniusa.org.

DDP reaches out to community on city parking issues

DOVER BASE PERFORMS DIGNIFIED TRANSFER

U.S. Air Force photo/Jason Minto
A U.S. Air Force carry team transfers the remains of Air Force Chief Master Sgt. Tresse Z. King of Raeford, North Carolina, on Friday at Dover Air Force Base. Chief Master Sgt. 
King was assigned to the 96th Force Support Squadron, Eglin Air Force Base, Florida.

By Matthew Barakat
Associated Press

McLEAN, Va. — It came as a sur-
prise to Mottrom Drive resident 
Beau Fitzpatrick that he lives on a 
street named for a Confederate sol-
dier.

“Really? I always assumed it was 
named for an apple, or apple juice,” 
he said, referring to the Mott’s 
brand of apple products.

In fact the street in McLean, Vir-
ginia, not far from the nation’s cap-
ital, is named for Mottrom Dulany 
Ball, a captain in the Fairfax cavalry 
who was among the first Confed-
erate officers taken prisoner in the 
Civil War. He became a Republican 
after the war and later a founding 
father of Alaska.

Mottrom Drive is among scores 
of side streets identified last year 
by a Fairfax County commission 

tasked with ferreting out forgotten 
names of the Confederacy. North-
ern Virginia, which saw some of the 
biggest battles of the Civil War and 
for decades was an indisputable 
part of the South, is now one of the 
wealthiest regions in the country 
with waning ties to its Southern 
roots.

As such, it has been swifter than 
other spots in the South to rid itself 
of Confederate names and memori-
als that dominated the region. A da-
tabase maintained by the Southern 
Poverty Law Center shows nearly 
2,300 roads, schools and monu-
ments linked to the Confederacy 
spread across 23 states. In recent 
years, fewer than 400 have been re-
moved or renamed.

In northern Virginia, the trend 
began in 2017, several years be-
fore the most recent wave of name 

changes. Fairfax County’s former 
J.E.B. Stuart High School — named 
after the Confederate general — is 
now called Justice High.

Fairfax and Loudoun coun-
ties are also continuing to pursue 
changes for names of major high-
ways running through their territo-
ry. In Fairfax, the effort is focused 
on Lee Highway and on Lee-Jack-
son Highway, which are named for 
generals Robert E. Lee and Stone-
wall Jackson. Loudoun County so-
licited the public for new names for 
John Mosby Highway, named for 
a Confederate cavalry command-
er who conducted raids through-
out northern Virginia, as well as 
Harry Byrd Highway, named after 
a 20th century politician who led 
the state’s massive resistance cam-
paign against federal demands to 

desegregate public schools.
But the counties are taking a dif-

ferent approach to the many side
streets in the region that also car-
ry Confederate names, both well 
known and long forgotten.

Fairfax is leaving it up to resi-
dents to seek a name change on
those streets identified by its histo-
ry commission. So far, not a single
street has come forward with a pe-
tition to do so.

Jeff McKay, chairman of the Fair-
fax County Board of Supervisors, 
said he doesn’t see the inaction as
an endorsement of the Confederacy.

“We’ve raised awareness about
where these streets are, and we’re 
leaving it up to the petition pro-
cess” to allow those who are moti-
vated to press for a change, he said.

Virginia contends with Confederate names on side streets
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