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Dear Minnetrista Planning Commission & Mayor Whalen,

After reviewing Summergate's aggressive development plan for 203 dwellings, I respectfully ask that the
planning commission, developer, and city council consider the following in the planning process:

1. TRAFFIC
As proposed, the development would bring an additional 406 cars at a minimum traveling on County Road
110W—assuming most households have two or more vehicles in this area. There are already traffic issues at
the junction of County Road 44 and County Road 110 West. How will this development impact the
surrounding roads, and will the developer plan for road repair? We should be ready for extra construction
traffic and road maintenance.

2. WATER
Which water system will feed into this new development, and can the current water capacity handle 203
extra homes with multiple bathrooms and sprinkler systems? Would there need to be an additional water
tower, and would the city and developer incorporate that infrastructure in any development plans, so
homeowners know about any city infrastructure before buying?

3. DENSITY
Summergate's proposed plan is dense for this area, and they are requesting setbacks that are much shorter
than the rest of the city. I understand that the nature of villa construction is that the homes are close
together, but it may be more attractive to young families and retirees if they had a bit more space around the
villas. The same would be true for single family lots. Summergate's plan will result in close quarters for
cars, boats, jungle gyms, pets, etc. In South Saunders, many of these items are prohibited from being stored
in the driveway. Still, after living here for 17 years, I can confirm that the kinds of restrictions homeowners
associations place will considerably relax over time. 

4. ENVIRONMENT AND OPEN SPACES
With a denser development plan than current city regulations allow, the developer should prioritize green
spaces. What is the developer's plan for water conservation, runoff, and energy consumption? What will be
the impact on utilities for the city? Will they be introducing any new energy technology that will take our
city into the future?

5. COOKIE CUTTER HOMES
One of the things that attracted us to the area was the availability of a range of unique homes. It would be
nice if the developer offered more than four designs and gave homeowners the option of buying a lot and
using their architect and builder. We have an opportunity to develop our city into a welcoming and
attractive space that will add value to the entire area. We don't have to be like everyone else!

Thank you for your attention,

Sincerely,
Tara Cole
Saunders Lake South

Tara Cole
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