
November 20, 2020 

 

 

Minnetrista Planning Commission: 

 

We would like to request the Minnetrista Planning Commission to delay transfer of the IUP for 

Minnetonka Orchards to new owners until it is able to more fully understand the implications for 

neighboring properties and Minnetrista itself, and to consider alternative and more appropriate 

uses for the property.  The continued expansion of the Orchards to new business ventures over 

the past years (from apple picking and retail sales of apples and related items, to outdoor 

wedding events and corporate events where alcohol is served and amplified music is played late 

into the night, to winemaking and wine tasting events) no longer seems aligned with the 

surrounding residential environment.  It also seems inconsistent with 

Minnetrista's  2040 Comprehensive Plan, in which Minnetrista states its intent to maintain its 

rural character, and to concentrate commercial and retail activities in the cities of Mound, St. 

Bonifacius and the Highway 7 corridor.    

 

A proposal in late 2015 to the Planning Commission of the City of Independence for a similar 

"party barn" concept, this one to be located on County Road 6 between County Roads 19 and 92, 

was rejected by that Commission.  The Commission determined that a site hosting large 

organized events which played amplified music and served alcohol was not appropriate for the 

surrounding area, and the detrimental impact to the area was not outweighed by any benefits. 

 

The detrimental impact to the surrounding area and to Minnetrista itself is similar here.  While 

the original concept of the Orchards, apple picking and apple sales, had only minimal impact to 

the area, the expansion to other activities over a period of years has significantly eroded the 

otherwise peaceful environment in the area.   Pre-COVID-19, there were a number of issues that 

created problems in the surrounding area, some of which include: 

 

1. Amplified music is not contained "within the permanent or temporary structures" as is 

required by the Minnetrista code, but can be heard throughout the area. The temporary 

structures/tents used for large events are simply not sufficient to block the noise, which 

carries well beyond the Orchards.  

2. People attending events sing, shout and generally carouse outside late into the night.  This 

noise, too, carries throughout the area. 

3. It does not seem that events have been limited to 2 per week, as required by Minnetrista 

code.  During peak season of late spring and summer months, it is not unusual to have 

events on Friday, Saturday and Sunday.  This could be confirmed by checking the 

Orchards' bookings and records.  

4. Traffic congestion is not only a nuisance but is also a safety concern, on a stretch of 

County Road 26 that is winding, hilly and already poses hazards. Placement of traffic 

cones and directional signs does little to mitigate these concerns. 

5. There seems to be no enforcement to ensure compliance, and no follow up on complaints 

made to the police.  To ensure enforcement and address complaints, Minnetrista should 

be funding resources to actively monitor the Orchards' compliance with 

regulations.  Enforcement should not be left to the neighbors of the Orchards. 



  

Additional residential homes continue to be built in the surrounding area, including most recently 

the Hamilton Century Farms development along County Road 110.  The Orchards' expanded 

business model of hosting large events where amplified music is played and alcohol is consumed 

is simply not compatible with the expanding residential area around it, or Minnetrista as a 

whole.  Limiting activities at the Orchards to the original business model of apple picking and 

apple sales, or considering other uses for the property, such as riding stables and barns or even 

subdivision for residential homes, would be more aligned with the surrounding area and more 

consistent with Minnetrista's Comprehensive Plan.   

 

The Planning Commission now has an opportunity to rectify a situation that has gone 

unaddressed for too many years.  We respectfully request that the Commission delay transfer of 

the IUP until such time as it can give careful consideration to the implications of the current IUP, 

and other more appropriate uses of the property. 

 

Respectfully, 

 

 

 

 

Harold & Lori Ketola   Tony & Emily Hartman 

6724 Fox Ridge Circle                        10 Ingerson Road 

Independence, MN                              Independence, MN 
 


