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BENTON CITY COUNCIL AGENDA 

January 27, 2025 
 

IMMEDIATELY FOLLOWING THE AGENDA MEETING 
 

 I.  CALL TO ORDER    Mayor Tom Farmer 

 II.  INVOCATION    Bro. Norman Hurst 

 III.  PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE  Council Member Hart 

 IV.  ROLL CALL     City Clerk  

 V.  APPROVAL OF MINUTES  December 16, 2024 
         Regular Meeting 

         December 19, 2024 
         Special Called Meeting 

 VI.  RESOLUTION NO. 1 OF 2025  Mayor Tom Farmer 
A RESOLUTION ESTABLISHING THE TIME OF THE COUNCIL 
MEETINGS, SETTING ITS MEETING AGENDA, AND 
ESTABLISHING RULES FOR CONDUCTING COUNCIL AND 
COMMITTEE MEETINGS; AND FOR OTHER PURPOSES 
 
ORDINANCE NO. 1 OF 2025 
AN ORDINANCE AMENDING AND CORRECTING ORDINANCE NO. 
58 OF 2022 REGARDING WASTEWATER RATES FOR SENIOR 
CITIZENS; DECLARING AN EMERGENCY; AND FOR OTHER 
PURPOSES 
 

 VII. COMMITTEE REPORTS & MOTIONS   
 1.  A&P COMMISSION COMMITTEE Council Member Brown/Baptist 

  2. ANIMAL SERVICES COMMITTEE Council Member Villines/Hamm 
3. COMMISSIONS COMMITTEE  Council Member Spencer-Cole/Reed 
4.   COMMUNITY SERVICE  Council Member Reed/Spencer-Cole 

ORDINANCE NO. 2 OF 2025 
AN ORDINANCE AMENDING SECTION 6 OF ORDINANCE NO. 35 
OF 2022, ADDING THE INTERSECTION OF MILITARY ROAD AND 
CARPENTER STREET TO THE LIST OF 
ROADWAYS/INTERSECTIONS WHERE RIGHT-OF-WAY 
CANVASSERS AND SOLICITORS ARE RESTRICTED WITHIN THE 
CITY OF BENTON, ARKANSAS; AND FOR OTHER PURPOSES 
 
RESOLUTION NO. 2 OF 2025 
A RESOLUTION TO REQUEST THE SALINE COUNTY TAX 
COLLECTOR PLACE A CERTIFIED LIEN AGAINST REAL 
PROPERTY LOCATED AT 1407 GRAY STREET AS A RESULT OF 
INCURRED EXPENSES BY THE CITY OF BENTON IN 
ACCORDANCE WITH STATE LAW AND CITY ORDINANCE; AND 
FOR OTHER PURPOSES 
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5. FINANCE COMMITTEE    Council Member Brown/Morrow  
 ORDINANCE NO. 3 OF 2025 

AN ORDINANCE REVISING THE CITY OF BENTON PURCHASING 
POLICIES AND PROCEDURES AS ADOPTED IN ORDINANCE NO. 
68 OF 2016 AND REVISED IN ORDINANCE NO. 31 OF 2021; AND 
FOR OTHER PURPOSES 
 
RESOLUTION NO. 3 OF 2025 
A RESOLUTION DECLARING CERTAIN PROPERTY AS SURPLUS; 
AUTHORIZING THE SALE OF THE SURPLUS PROPERTY TO 
TEECO SAFETY; AND FOR OTHER PURPOSES 
 
RESOLUTION NO. 4 OF 2025 
A RESOLUTION DECLARING CERTAIN PROPERTY AS SURPLUS; 
AND AUTHORIZING THE SALE OF THE SURPLUS PROPERTY TO 
WILDMAN ARMS; AND FOR OTHER PURPOSES 
 
RESOLUTION NO. 5 OF 2025 
A RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE PARTIAL REDEMPTION OF 
THE CITY OF BENTON, ARKANSAS CAPITAL IMPROVEMENT 
REVENUE BONDS, SERIES 2015 ON MARCH 1, 2025; AND FOR 
OTHER PURPOSES 
 
RESOLUTION NO. 6 OF 2025 
A RESOLUTION AMENDING THE 2025 PARKS BUDGET TO 
INCREASE THE APPROPRIATION OF GRANT REVENUES IN THE 
AMOUNT OF $400,000 FOR THE GREENWAY PHASE ONE TAP 
GRANT AND $774,662.38 FOR THE CHERRY DEMUTH CAMPSITE 
PROJECT FROM THE OUTDOOR RECREATION GRANT; AND FOR 
OTHER PURPOSES 
 
RESOLUTION NO. 7 OF 2025 
A RESOLUTION AMENDING THE 2024 BUDGET FOR THE CITY AS 
ADOPTED IN RESOLUTION 110 OF 2023; REVISING THE BUDGET 
TO REFLECT THE ACTUAL EXPENDITURES OF THE CITY; AND 
FOR OTHER PURPOSES 
 

6.  PARKS COMMITTEE    Council Member Hart/Lee 
 ORDINANCE NO. 4 OF 2025 

AN ORDINANCE SETTING PROGRAMMING RATES FOR THE PARKS 
AND RECREATION DEPARTMENT FOR THE 2025 SEASON 

7. PERSONNEL/HEALTH & 
SAFETY COMMITTEE   Council Member Donnor/Baptist 
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8. P&Z COMMISSION   Council Member Spencer-Cole 

  ORDINANCE NO. 5 OF 2025 
AN ORDINANCE REZONING 712 AND 716 NORTH MAIN STREET IN 
THE CITY OF BENTON, SALINE COUNTY, ARKANSAS, FROM R2 
SINGLE FAMILY DISTRICT DETACHED HOUSING TO C1 
NEIGHBORHOOD COMMERCIAL AND FOR OTHER PURPOSES  
 
ORDINANCE NO. 6 OF 2025 
AN ORDINANCE REZONING PARCELS #805-10100-000, #805-10096-
000, AND #805-10089-000 IN THE CITY OF BENTON, SA-LINE 
COUNTY, ARKANSAS, FROM R2 SINGLE FAMILY DISTRICT 
DETACHED HOUSING TO C3 SERVICE COMMERCIAL AND FOR 
OTHER PURPOSES  
 

9. PUC COMMISSION   Council Member Hart 

 ORDINANCE NO. 7 OF 2025 
AN ORDINANCE WAIVING COMPETITIVE BIDDING AND 
AUTHORIZING AND RATIFYING THE PURCHASE OF A 2024 
CATERPILLAR SKID STEER FOR BENTON UTILITIES ELECTRIC 
DEPARTMENT; AND, FOR OTHER PURPOSES 

 

10. STREETS COMMITTEE   Council Member Hamm/Baptist 

VIII.  Old Business 
IX.  Public Comments 

 X.  State of the City 
XI.  Adjourn   









































RESOLUTION NO. 1 OF 2025 
 

A RESOLUTION ESTABLISHING THE TIME OF THE COUNCIL 
MEETINGS, SETTING ITS MEETING AGENDA, AND 
ESTABLISHING RULES FOR CONDUCTING COUNCIL AND 
COMMITTEE MEETINGS; AND FOR OTHER PURPOSES 

 
WHEREAS, Ark. Code Ann. §14-43-501 requires the City Council of the City 

of Benton, Arkansas, to organize annually and establish the rules of its proceedings; 
and 

 WHEREAS, in accordance with this statutory requirement, the City Council 
does hereby adopt the following rules for its proceedings for the coming year. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF 
THE CITY OF BENTON, ARKANSAS: 

SECTION 1:  The City Council shall meet in regular session at 6:00 pm, or 
immediately following the Agenda Meeting, whichever is earlier, on the fourth 
Monday of each month, unless by a 2/3rds (7 of the 10-member council) vote, the 
council votes to reschedule the meeting for at least 20 days prior to the normally 
scheduled monthly meetings.  In the month of December, the council meeting may be 
held on a date determined by the Mayor.  Should the Mayor determine that there is 
insufficient business for the City Council, he may cancel the meeting on the Friday 
before the regularly scheduled date.   

SECTION 2:  In accordance with Ark. Code Ann. §14-43-502(b)(2), special 
council meetings may be called by the Mayor or any three members of the City 
Council. Notice must be given at least 48 hours prior to the special meeting. 
Emergency meetings may be called on shorter notice, provided however that at least 
the two (2) hour notice required by the Arkansas Freedom of Information Act is given 
to the representatives of the news media in accordance with Ark. Code Ann. §25-19-
106(b)(2). 

SECTION 3:   An agenda meeting shall be held at a time designated by the 
Mayor prior to the regularly scheduled council meeting to review those items on the 
agenda and to hear any informal reports from the Mayor, City Attorney, or a Council 
Member.  Discussion of the agenda items will be limited to the Council Members, 
Mayor, City Attorney, any employee of the City, and any individual who has 
scheduled business before the council that day.  Public comments concerning items 
on the agenda shall occur during the regularly called meeting and during any 



specially called meeting.  Public comment is also welcome at any committee meeting 
of the City Council on the matters before it. 

SECTION 4:  The agenda for any business to be considered at any regularly 
scheduled council meeting shall be prepared by the Mayor and available to all 
members of the Council and to any citizen on or about Noon (12:00 PM) on Friday 
prior to any regularly scheduled council meeting or when it is otherwise complete by 
posting it on the City’s website. The agenda may include any item sponsored by the 
Mayor or any member of the City Council, City Commission, or any member of the 
general public provided that such item or items have been submitted to the Mayor or 
the Mayor’s executive assistant no later than 12:00 pm on the Tuesday before said 
regularly scheduled meeting. No item, whether new or old business, may be added to 
the agenda unless at the agenda meeting that precedes the regularly scheduled 
meeting, the council suspends the rule by at least a 2/3 vote of all members of the 
whole council to add any item or items to its agenda.  Any item, whether new or old 
business, may also be added to the agenda by the Mayor at or before the agenda 
meeting. A report of any item added to the agenda during the agenda meeting shall 
be made during the council meeting.   

SECTION 5:  All ordinances and resolutions shall first be considered and 
approved by the appropriate committee of the City Council before being placed on the 
council meeting agenda unless the council waives this requirement by at least a 2/3 
vote of the whole council in the agenda meeting.  Any item may also be placed on the 
council agenda if it is sponsored by the Mayor without the approval of a committee.   

SECTION 6:  The Mayor shall be ex-officio president of the council and shall 
preside at its meetings including the agenda meeting. In the absence of the Mayor, 
the council shall elect a president pro-tempore to preside at that meeting. All 
proceedings of the council shall be governed by the Procedural Rules for Municipal 
Officials. The order of business for all regularly scheduled meetings shall be as 
follows:  

1. Call to Order  
2. Invocation  
3. Pledge of Allegiance 
4. Roll Call  
5. Approval of previous meeting Minutes (and special meeting minutes)  
6. Special presentations or proclamations  
7. Approval of the financial report from the previous month (when applicable)  



8. Reports of all standing committees by the committee chair, to include any 
ordinances or resolutions pertinent to the committee.  

9. Public Comments  
10. Unfinished Business 
11. Announcements  
12. Adjournment  

SECTION 7:  All ordinances of a general or permanent nature shall be read 
fully and distinctly one (1) time.  By passage of this resolution and as authorized by 
Ark. Code Ann. §14-55-202, the rules are hereby suspended for the second and third 
readings on all ordinances considered this year and the one (1) reading shall 
constitute all three readings.  Voting on the ordinance may occur after the first full 
reading.  However, should any Council Member or the Mayor request during the 
meeting that an ordinance be read fully on the second and third readings, the rules 
shall be deemed to not be suspended and the ordinance shall be read fully and 
distinctly on the second and third readings commencing at the next City Council 
meeting unless the City Council votes to suspend the rules in accordance with Ark. 
Code Ann. §14-55-202.  The City Council may also waive the one (1) full reading 
requirement should two-thirds (2/3’s) of the City Council vote to read by title only.  
Unless noted otherwise, all ordinances shall be published.         

With respect to resolutions, the title of the resolution shall contain sufficient 
information to inform a person about the relevant contents of the resolution.  All 
resolutions shall be read by title only unless any Council Member or the Mayor 
requests during the meeting that the resolution be read fully. 

SECTION 8:  Any and all discussions, comments, and/or debates by any 
member of the council, mayor, and other interested persons shall be limited to no 
more than three (3) minutes per person, per measure. Extensions of this time may be 
granted by the City Council by majority vote. Explanations of a measure as well as 
responses to questions about the measure, which are made by a Council Member, 
official, department head, employee or citizen who is bringing the measure before the 
council, or any advice by the City Attorney, shall not be included in the council's three 
(3) minute time limit.  

SECTION 9:  A quorum of the council members must be present for any 
council meeting or special council meeting to be held. Council working sessions may 
be called when no quorum is present; however, no decisions or votes shall be taken 
by the members unless a quorum is present. 



SECTION 10:  Unless otherwise changed during the preceding City Council 
meeting, committee meetings shall take place in accordance with the calendar 
attached hereto as Exhibit 1. Emergency committee meetings may be called on 
shorter notice, provided that at least the two (2) hour notice required by the Arkansas 
Freedom of Information Act is given to the representatives of the news media in 
accordance with Ark. Code Ann. §25-19-106(b)(2).  Committee chairs shall be 
responsible for working with the committee’s staff liaison to notify the media, the 
public, the Mayor, and all elected officials of all regular and special committee 
meetings.     

SECTION 11:  A quorum of the committee members must be present for the 
committee meeting.  For purposes of committee meetings, a quorum is established by 
the presence of the chair or vice chair of the committee and three additional members 
of the City Council. The presence of a council member may be by telephone, video 
conference, or other electronic means.  When any such member has a virtual presence 
at the meeting, the chair of the committee shall insure that the council member is 
properly identified, the council member is able to hear the discussion of the 
committee, and the attendees in the room may also hear the council member as well. 
A committee member present by virtual means shall be counted to determine if a 
quorum is present.  If less than a quorum of the committee members is present, the 
committee may discuss and take public comment, but no vote shall occur on any 
matter before the committee. If a quorum of the committee members is present, the 
committee chair shall have the exclusive decision regarding the voting procedures of 
the committee; however, all council members present either in person or virtually 
shall be allowed to vote at the meeting on any pending measure.  No committee 
member shall have more than one vote. Committee assignments shall take place at 
the organizational meeting of the City Council.        

SECTION 12:  A brief summary of all discussions and decisions of the 
committee shall be reported at the following council meeting by the chair of the 
committee or his/her committee representative.  The committee chairs shall ensure 
that the document retention policy of the City is abided by with respect to committee 
meeting records.  

SECTION 13:  The agenda for any business to be transacted at any special 
meeting or committee meeting shall be limited to the purpose for which said meeting 
was called. Provided that it pertains to the purpose for which said meeting was called, 
the agenda for the special meeting can include more than one item. The committee 
chair in conjunction with the City administration shall set the agenda for each 



committee meeting.  Items may be added to the agenda by the committee chair with 
the consent of the majority of the committee members present during the meeting.     

SECTION 14:  All cell phones will be silenced during City Council meetings 
with the exception of public safety employees who are in attendance.  

SECTION 15:  The officers and the governing body of the City shall perform 
the following duties during the course of the year: 

a. The Mayor, pursuant to Ark. Code Ann. §14-43-504, shall serve as the Chief 
Executive Officer of the City and shall have all powers and duties conferred 
upon the office in accordance with the foregoing statute as well as any other 
applicable statute or ordinance in managing the business affairs of the City. 

b. The City Council as a collective body, pursuant to Ark. Code Ann. §14-43-
502, shall serve as the legislative branch of the City and shall have all 
corporate powers and duties assigned to it that have not otherwise been 
conferred upon another officer of the City or that may be prohibited by law, 
in accordance with the foregoing statute as well as any other applicable 
statute or ordinance.       

c. The City Clerk, pursuant to Ark. Code Ann. §14-43-313 and Ark. Code Ann. 
§14-43-506, shall maintain custody of all the laws and ordinances of the 
City and shall also keep a regular and correct journal of the proceedings of 
the City Council and shall perform such other duties as may be prescribed 
by the City Council by ordinance as well as such other duties that may be 
prescribed by statute.     

d. The City Attorney, pursuant to Ark. Code Ann. §14-43-313, shall perform 
such duties as may be prescribed by the City Council by ordinance and shall 
also perform such other duties that may be prescribed by statute.     

SECTION 16:  During the committee meeting held in January, April, June, 
and September, the City Attorney shall meet with the Community Services 
Committee to review the City’s litigation report.  

SECTION 17:  As authorized by Act 2 of 2020, should the Governor declare a 
disaster emergency under the Arkansas Emergency Services Act of 1973, Ark. Code 
Ann. § 12-75-101 et. seq., the City Council or any City Commission or any committee 
thereof, may assemble, gather, meet, and conduct an open public meeting through 
electronic means, including without limitation by: (A) Telephone; (B) Video 
conference; or (C) Video broadcast.   



If an open public meeting is held under this section, the following shall occur: (A) The 
public may attend the open public meeting using electronic means; and (B) Notice of 
the method the public may attend the open public meeting shall be published with 
the notice of the open public meeting.   

Physical presence of the public or of an individual member of the public entity at the 
open public meeting is not required under this section.   The open public meeting 
shall be recorded in the format in which it is conducted, including without limitation:  
(A) A sound-only recording; (B) A video recording with sound and picture; or (C) A 
digital or analog broadcast capable of being recorded.  The City Clerk shall maintain 
the records of an open public meeting held under this subsection for a minimum of 
one (1) year from the date of the open public meeting.  The chair of any commission 
or a committee holding a public meeting under this section shall be responsible for 
making certain copies of the recordings required herein transmitted to the City Clerk 
for filing.   

SECTION 18:  Committees of the City Council include the following: Finance; 
Parks Committee; Community Service; Animal Services; Streets and Drainage; 
Personnel, Health & Safety; and Commissions.  

PASSED AND APPROVED this the _______ day of January 2025. 

       __________________________ 
       Tom Farmer, Mayor 

_____________________________ 
Cindy Stracener, City Clerk 



































ORDINANCE NO. 1 OF 2025 

AN ORDINANCE AMENDING AND CORRECTING ORDINANCE NO. 
58 OF 2022 REGARDING WASTEWATER RATES FOR SENIOR 
CITIZENS; DECLARING AN EMERGENCY; AND FOR OTHER 
PURPOSES 
 

 WHEREAS, the City of Benton, Arkansas, owns and operates the City's electric, 
water, and sewer utility systems; and 

 WHEREAS, in 2022, the City Council passed Ordinance Nos. 57, 58, and 59, setting 
rates for the electric, water, and sewer utility systems; and 

 WHEREAS, in Ordinance Nos. 57 and 58, the City Council set rates for Senior 
Citizens, which were intended to represent a ten (10%) percent discount from the standard 
rates for water and sewer utility services; and 

 WHEREAS, in the years 2023 and 2024, rates consistent with that intent were 
charged to Senior Citizens, but in 2025 it was discovered that a math error led to an incorrect 
sewer utility rate being approved for Senior Citizens; and  

 WHEREAS, the City Council has determined that it is in the best interest of the 
citizens of Benton, Arkansas, to correct the 2025 sewer utility rate for Senior Citizens.  

 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE 
CITY OF BENTON, ARKANSAS: 

 SECTION 1: Ordinance No. 58 of 2022 is amended and corrected as follows: 

Ordinance No. 58 

Meter Size 2023 2024 2025 2026-Forward 
5/8” &3/4” SS $14.85 $19.35 $25.70 1% + CPI 

 

 SECTION 2: The rate correction in this Ordinance shall be in effect for sewer utility 
services charged on or after January 1, 2025.  

SECTION 3: Because the intent of the City Council was for the Senior Citizen 
wastewater rate to be in effect for the entirety of 2025 and this Ordinance serves to correct 
an error, the City Council of the City of Benton, Arkansas, has determined that it is necessary 
for the effective operation of the City of Benton and the public peace, health, and safety of 
the Citizens of Benton, an emergency is hereby declared and this Ordinance shall become 
effective upon passage.  

PASSED AND APPROVED this _____ day of January 2025. 

        
____________________________________ 

       Tom Farmer, Mayor 

___________________________ 
Cindy Stracener, City Clerk 
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