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BENTON CITY COUNCIL AGENDA 

February 24, 2025 
 

IMMEDIATELY FOLLOWING THE AGENDA MEETING 
 

 I.  CALL TO ORDER    Mayor Tom Farmer 

 II.  INVOCATION    Bro. Stephen Harrison 

 III.  PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE  Council Member Villines 

 IV.  ROLL CALL     City Clerk  

 V.  APPROVAL OF MINUTES  January 27, 2025 
         Regular Meeting 

 VI.  COMMITTEE REPORTS & MOTIONS  
  

 1.  A&P COMMISSION COMMITTEE Council Member Brown/Baptist 
  2. ANIMAL SERVICES COMMITTEE Council Member Villines/Hamm 

3. COMMISSIONS COMMITTEE  Council Member Spencer-Cole/Reed 
4.   COMMUNITY SERVICE   Council Member Reed/Spencer-Cole 

ORDINANCE NO. 8 OF 2025 
AN ORDINANCE RESTRICTING RIGHT-OF-WAY 
CANVASSERS AND SOLICITORS TO CERTAIN BENTON 
STREETS AND ROADWAYS, LOCATED WITHIN THE CITY OF 
BENTON, BECAUSE CANVASSERS AND SOLICITORS POSE A 
DANGER TO THEMSELVES AND THE PUBLIC AT LARGE BY 
INTERVENING WITH THE SAFE AND NORMAL FLOW OF 
TRAFFIC, REPEALING ORDINANCE 35 OF 2022 AND 
ORDINANCE 2 OF 2025; AND FOR OTHER PURPOSES 
 

5. FINANCE COMMITTEE    Council Member Brown/Morrow  
 RESOLUTION NO. 8 OF 2025 

A RESOLUTION ACCEPTING A FEDERAL SURFACE 
TRANSPORTATION BLOCK GRANT FROM ARDOT FOR THE 
CONGO WIDENING PROJECT DESIGN PHASE AND AMENDING 
THE 2025 STREET IMPROVEMENT BUDGET TO INCREASE THE 
APPROPRIATION IN THE AMOUNT OF $400,000 FOR REVENUES 
AND $500,000 FOR EXPENDITURES; AND FOR OTHER PURPOSES 
 
RESOLUTION NO. 9 OF 2025 
A RESOLUTION APPROVING A CONTRACT WITH ELROD GLASS 
FOR THE INSTALLATION OF BULLETPROOF GLASS FOR THE 
BENTON DISTRICT COURT AND AMENDING THE 2025 BUDGET 
TO INCREASE THE APPROPRIATION IN THE AMOUNT OF $44,307 
USING CASH ON HAND; AND FOR OTHER PURPOSES 
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RESOLUTION NO. 10 OF 2025 
A RESOLUTION APPROVING A CONTRACT WITH PREFERRED 
OFFICE TECHNOLOGIES FOR THE DIGITIZATION OF RECORDS 
FOR THE BENTON DISTRICT COURT AND AMENDING THE 2025 
BUDGET TO INCREASE THE APPROPRIATION IN THE AMOUNT 
OF $129,977 USING CASH ON HAND; AND FOR OTHER PURPOSES 
 
RESOLUTION NO. 11 OF 2025 
A RESOLUTION APPROVING A CONTRACT WITH LONESTAR 
TACTICAL BUILDINGS FOR THE CONSTRUCTION OF A NEW FIRE 
TRAINING FACILITY AND AMENDING THE 2025 PUBLIC SAFETY 
BUDGET TO INCREASE THE APPROPRIATION IN THE AMOUNT 
OF $463,045 FOR THE BUILD OF A FIRE TRAINING FACILITY 
USING CASH ON HAND; AND FOR OTHER PURPOSES 

 
RESOLUTION NO. 12 OF 2025 
A RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE CITY TO ENTER INTO A 
CONTRACT WITH SALINE COUNTY FOR THE PAYMENT OF THE 
SALINE COUNTY DISTRICT COURT – BENTON DIVISION JUDGE’S 
SALARY; AUTHORIZING PAYMENTS OF $35,651.60 FOR THE 
CALENDAR YEAR 2025; AND FOR OTHER PURPOSES 

 
6.  PARKS COMMITTEE    Council Member Hart/Lee 
 
 ORDINANCE NO. 9 OF 2025 

AN ORDINANCE SETTING THE 2025 STAGE RENTAL RATES FOR 
THE PARKS AND RECREATION DEPARTMENT; AND FOR OTHER 
PURPOSES 

  
7. PERSONNEL/HEALTH & 

SAFETY COMMITTEE   Council Member Donnor/Baptist 
ORDINANCE NO. 10 OF 2025 
AN ORDINANCE ADOPTING THE “CITY OF BENTON EMPLOYEE 
HANDBOOK”; AND FOR OTHER PURPOSES 

  8. P&Z COMMISSION   Council Member Spencer-Cole 
   ORDINANCE NO. 11 OF 2025 

AN ORDINANCE REZONING 1205 AND 1207 HIGHWAY 35 IN THE 
CITY OF BENTON, SALINE COUNTY, ARKANSAS, FROM AG 
AGRICULTURAL TO R5 MULTI FAMILY DISTRICT AND FOR 
OTHER PURPOSES  
 
ORDINANCE NO. 12 OF 2025 
AN ORDINANCE REZONING 219 KENWOOD ROAD IN THE CITY OF 
BENTON, SALINE COUNTY, ARKANSAS, FROM R2 SINGLE FAMILY 
DISTRICT DETACHED HOUSING TO C1 NEIGHBORHOOD 
COMMERCIAL AND FOR OTHER PURPOSES 
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ORDINANCE NO. 13 OF 2025 
AN ORDINANCE PROVIDING CONDITIONAL USE FOR A DUPLEX 
LOCATED AT MULTIPLE [12] PARCELS ALONG S. MAIN STREET; 
AND FOR OTHER PURPOSES 
 
ORDINANCE NO. 14 OF 2025 
AN ORDINANCE ACCEPTING THE ANNEXATION OF CERTAIN 
TERRITORY TO THE CITY OF BENTON, ARKANSAS; APPROVING 
THE SCHEDULE OF SERVICES TO BE EXTENDED TO SAID AREA; 
ASSIGNING SUCH TO WARD FIVE; AND FOR OTHER PURPOSES 
 

  9. PUC COMMISSION   Council Member Hart 
   ORDINANCE NO. 15 OF 2025 – 1ST READING 

AN ORDINANCE ESTABLISHING ELECTRICAL RATES FOR 
CUSTOMERS OF THE CITY OF BENTON, ARKANSAS; REPEALING 
ELECTRICAL RATE STRUCTURES ADOPTED BY THE CITY IN 
ORDINANCE NO. 59 OF 2022; AND FOR OTHER PURPOSES 
 
ORDINANCE NO. 16 OF 2025 
AN ORDINANCE WAIVING COMPETITIVE BIDDING AND 
AUTHORIZING BENTON UTILITIES TO PURCHASE AN M4008 
BASE STATION WITH INSTALLATION & DECOMMISSION OF THE 
OLD BASE STATION; AND, FOR OTHER PURPOSES 
 

10. STREETS COMMITTEE   Council Member Hamm/Baptist 
 

RESOLUTION NO. 13 OF 2025 
A RESOLUTION APPROVING A CONTRACT WITH H.W. TUCKER 
FOR THE SOUTH SHORELINE BLVD DRAINAGE IMPROVEMENTS 
PROJECT AND AMENDING THE 2025 STREET IMPROVEMENT 
BUDGET TO INCREASE THE APPROPRIATION IN THE AMOUNT 
OF $539,828 USING CASH ON HAND; AND FOR OTHER PURPOSES 

 
VIII.  Old Business 
IX.  Public Comments 

 X.  Adjourn   

































































ORDINANCE NO. 8 OF 2025 
 
AN ORDINANCE RESTRICTING RIGHT-OF-WAY CANVASSERS AND 
SOLICITORS TO CERTAIN BENTON STREETS AND ROADWAYS, 
LOCATED WITHIN THE CITY OF BENTON, BECAUSE CANVASSERS 
AND SOLICITORS POSE A DANGER TO THEMSELVES AND THE 
PUBLIC AT LARGE BY INTERVENING WITH THE SAFE AND 
NORMAL FLOW OF TRAFFIC, REPEALING ORDINANCE 35 OF 2022 
AND ORDINANCE 2 OF 2025; AND FOR OTHER PURPOSES 

 

 WHEREAS, the City Council of Benton, Arkansas, desires to restate and adopt the 
ordinance restricting right-of-way canvassers and solicitors to certain streets and roadways 
located in the City because such canvassers and solicitors pose a danger to themselves and 
the public at large by interfering with the safe and normal flow of vehicle traffic; and 

 WHEREAS, right-of-way canvassers and solicitors approach motorists and 
passengers while the motor vehicle is engaged in travel on roads and are particularly 
susceptible to serious bodily injury or death due to the speed and number of motorists who 
operate vehicles on roads of the City; and 

 WHEREAS, roads are primarily designed for vehicular traffic and are not suited to 
safely accommodate right-of-way canvassers and solicitors; and 

 WHEREAS, the presence of right-of-way canvassers and solicitors interferes with 
the safe movement and normal flow of traffic; and 

 WHEREAS, there are twenty-three (23) full-colored traffic lights within the City; 
and 

WHEREAS, upon additional analysis, the City Council of the City of Benton, 
Arkansas, has determined that canvassers and solicitors should be limited on additional 
street corners. 

 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF 
BENTON, ARKANSAS 

SECTION 1: It is the finding of the City Council that other alternative and safer 
channels of communication exist other than right-of-way canvassing and solicitation for a 
person or people who seek to exercise their First Amendment freedoms, such as, but not 
limited to, mail solicitation for donations, or delivery of literature, distribution of literature 
or solicitation for donations at other locations (such as homes, places of worship, businesses, 
shopping areas, news and magazine racks, special events, and any other place not 
prohibited by law); the distribution or sale of newspapers or other literature through the 
use of home or business delivery, vending machines, and retail stores; and the sale of goods 
and services at retail stores, through the internet, and from vending machines. 

SECTION 2: The City Council desires to protect and preserve the safety and quality 
of life of its residents and those who use the streets within the City, both pedestrians and 
motorists alike. 



SECTION 3: The City Council has reviewed the proposed regulations provided by 
this section and finds that such regulations accomplish the intended purposes while 
utilizing the least restrictive means possible. 

SECTION 4: It is the intention of the City Council that this subsection is applied 
equally to all right-of-way canvassers and solicitors, regardless of the right-of-way 
canvasser and solicitor's purpose and/or message. 

SECTION 5: It is the intention of the City that nothing in this section shall prohibit 
a person from engaging in any other lawful activity or speech on the sidewalks in and 
around intersections, so long as that person or people are not right-of-way canvassers 
and/or solicitors and comply with all other state and local laws. 

SECTION 6: The City finds that it is in the best interests of the residents of the city 
to adopt this subsection. 

Prohibited roadways included but not limited to the following.   It shall be unlawful 
for any person to act as a right-of-way canvasser and/or solicitor at or within two hundred 
(200) feet from the lateral curb or boundary line of any intersection located at the following 
roadways: 

 
• Military & Lincoln Roads; 
• South Service Loop & Lincoln Road; 
• Military & Landers Roads; 
• Landers Road & South Service Road; 
• Military Road & Ferguson Drive; 
• Military & Carpenter Roads;  
• North Service Road & Kroger Marketplace Road; and 
• Military Road & North East Street. 

 
 SECTION 7: Those violating these restrictions are guilty of disturbing the peace, and 
in accordance with Ark. Code § 14-54-1408 may be cited and punishable by a fine up to $100. 
 

SECTION 8: Should any word, phrase, or section of this ordinance be held to be 
invalid or unconstitutional by a court of competent jurisdiction, such invalidity shall not 
affect the force and validity of the remaining portion of sections of this ordinance.  Ordinance 
35 of 2022 and Ordinance 2 of 2025 are hereby repealed. 

PASSED AND APPROVED this _______ day of February 2025 

 

 

      ____________________________ 
      Tom Farmer, Mayor 

_______________________________ 
Cindy Stracener, City Clerk 

 



RESOLUTION NO. 8 OF 2025 
 

A RESOLUTION ACCEPTING A FEDERAL SURFACE 
TRANSPORTATION BLOCK GRANT FROM ARDOT FOR 
THE CONGO WIDENING PROJECT DESIGN PHASE AND 
AMENDING THE 2025 STREET IMPROVEMENT BUDGET 
TO INCREASE THE APPROPRIATION IN THE AMOUNT 
OF $400,000 FOR REVENUES AND $500,000 FOR 
EXPENDITURES; AND FOR OTHER PURPOSES 

WHEREAS, the City of Benton, Arkansas, submitted and received an 
80/20 Surface Transportation Block Grant through ARDOT for the design 
phase of the Congo Widening Project up to $400,000; and 

WHEREAS, the City of Benton, Arkansas, will use cash on hand within 
the Street Improvement fund for up to $500,000 worth of expenditures 
associated with the Congo Widening project and therefore requires a budget 
amendment. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE CITY COUNCIL 
OF THE CITY OF BENTON, ARKANSAS: 

 
SECTION 1:  On behalf of the City, the Mayor is authorized to execute 

a Congo Widening grant document from ARDOT as well as execute other such 
documents as may be necessary and convenient to accomplish this purpose.  

 
SECTION 2:  Pursuant to the authority granted in Ark. Code §§ 14-58-

202 and 14-58-203, the City Council does amend the FY2025 City of Benton 
Budget as adopted in Resolution No. 142 of 2024.  The budget revisions are 
attached hereto as Exhibit “1” to this resolution and are more fully described. 

 
PASSED AND APPROVED this the _______ day of February 2025. 

 
 

________________________ 
Tom Farmer, Mayor 

_____________________________ 
Cindy Stracener, City Clerk  



City of Benton, Arkansas
Street Improvement Fund
Budget Amendment
FY 2025

The Finance Committee of the City of Benton does hereby submit for approval a budget 
amendment for the FY 2025.  This submittal includes a revision for Street Improvement Fund.

Section 1 defines the dollar amount of the amendments contained in this exhibit.  
Section 2 is a detailed explanation of the amended Funding and Disbursements.

Section 1:  Amended Appropriations – Fiscal Year 2025

Street Improvement Fund
Beginning Approved Budget Revised

Budget Amendment Budget

Receipts $5,740,000 $400,000 $6,140,000

Personal Services $0 $0 $0

Supplies, Repair & Mtc $0 $0 $0

Other Services and Charges $0 $0 $0

Miscellaneous $0 $0 $0

Capital Outlay $5,540,000 $500,000 $6,040,000

Transfers $0 $0 $0

Total Budget $200,000 $100,000

Section 2:  Funding & Disbursements – Fiscal Year 2025

Street Improvement Fund

Revenues

This budget amendment authorizes the acceptance of ARDot grant funds for 
$400,000 into line item 4210.01 Federal Aid:Grants

Federal Aid 4210.01 $400,000

Expenditures

This budget amendment authorizes the expenditure of Street Improvement funds for 
$500,000 into line item 8003.00 Capital Outlay: Non-Building Improvements

Capital Outlay: Non-Building Improv 8003 $500,000





RESOLUTION NO. 9 OF 2025 
 

A RESOLUTION APPROVING A CONTRACT WITH 
ELROD GLASS FOR THE INSTALLATION OF 
BULLETPROOF GLASS FOR THE BENTON DISTRICT 
COURT AND AMENDING THE 2025 BUDGET TO 
INCREASE THE APPROPRIATION IN THE AMOUNT OF 
$44,307.00 USING CASH ON HAND; AND FOR OTHER 
PURPOSES 

WHEREAS, the City of Benton, Arkansas, after having advertised for 
bids has determined that the bid submitted by Elrod Glass is the lowest 
acceptable bid for the installation of bulletproof glass for the Benton District 
Court and therefore should award the contract to this lowest bidder; and 

WHEREAS, the City of Benton, Arkansas, will use cash on hand within 
the Court Automation fund for the project and therefore requires a budget 
amendment. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE CITY COUNCIL 
OF THE CITY OF BENTON, ARKANSAS: 

 
SECTION 1:  The bid by Elrod Glass is the lowest acceptable bid and 

said bid should be accepted and awarded to Elrod Glass for the installation of 
bulletproof glass for the Benton District Court. The bid tab is attached hereto 
as Exhibit “1” to this resolution. 

 
SECTION 2:  On behalf of the City, the Mayor is authorized to execute 

a contract with Elrod Glass as well as execute other such documents as may 
be necessary and convenient to accomplish this purpose. The Mayor is likewise 
authorized on behalf of the City to pay Elrod Glass those sums that become 
due and payable over the course of the contract term. 

 
SECTION 3:  Pursuant to the authority granted in Ark. Code §§14-58-

202 and 14-58-203, the City Council does amend the FY2025 City of Benton 
Budget as adopted in Resolution No. 142 of 2024.  The budget revisions are 
attached hereto as Exhibit “2” to this resolution and are more fully described. 

 
PASSED AND APPROVED this the _______ day of February 2025. 

 
________________________ 
Tom Farmer, Mayor 

_____________________________ 
Cindy Stracener, City Clerk  





City of Benton, Arkansas
Special Revenue Fund
Budget Amendment
FY 2025

The Finance Committee of the City of Benton does hereby submit for approval a budget 
amendment for the Fiscal Year 2025.  This submittal includes a revision for the Special Reven  

Section 1 defines the dollar amount of the amendments contained in this exhibit.  
Section 2 is a detailed explanation of the amended Funding and Disbursements.

Section 1:  Amended Appropriations – Fiscal Year 2025

Special Revenue Fund
Beginning Approved Budget Revised

Budget Amendment Budget

Receipts $40,800 $0 $40,800

Personnel $0 $0 $0

O&M, Other, etc $130,097 $44,307 $174,404

Capital Items & Transfers $0 $0 $0

Total Budget ($89,297) ($133,604)

Section 2:  Funding & Disbursements – Fiscal Year 2024

Special Revenue Fund

Expenditures

This budget amendment approves the increase in line item 7094.00 Other -Miscellaneous
to install bullet proof glass for the Benton District Court.  Cash on hand will be used
 out of the Court Automation fund.



RESOLUTION NO. 10 OF 2025 
 

A RESOLUTION APPROVING A CONTRACT WITH 
PREFERRED OFFICE TECHNOLOGIES FOR THE 
DIGITIZATION OF RECORDS FOR THE BENTON DISTRICT 
COURT AND AMENDING THE 2025 BUDGET TO INCREASE 
THE APPROPRIATION IN THE AMOUNT OF $129,977 USING 
CASH ON HAND; AND FOR OTHER PURPOSES 

WHEREAS, the City of Benton, Arkansas, after having advertised for bids has 
determined that the bid submitted by Preferred Office Technologies is the lowest 
acceptable bid for the digitization of records for the Benton District Court and 
therefore should award the contract to this lowest bidder; and 

WHEREAS, the City of Benton, Arkansas, will use cash on hand within the 
Court Automation fund for the project and therefore requires a budget amendment. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF 
THE CITY OF BENTON, ARKANSAS: 

 
SECTION 1:  The bid by Preferred Office Technologies is the lowest acceptable 

bid and said bid should be accepted and awarded to Preferred Office Technologies for 
the construction of the digitization of records for the Benton District Court. The bid 
tab is attached hereto as Exhibit “1” to this resolution. 

 
SECTION 2:  On behalf of the City, the Mayor is authorized to execute a 

contract with Preferred Office Technologies as well as execute other such documents 
as may be necessary and convenient to accomplish this purpose. The Mayor is likewise 
authorized on behalf of the City to pay Preferred Office Technologies those sums that 
become due and payable over the course of the contract term. 

 
SECTION 3:  Pursuant to the authority granted in Ark. Code §§14-58-202 and 

14-58-203, the City Council does amend the FY2025 City of Benton Budget as adopted 
in Resolution No. 142 of 2024.  The budget revisions are attached hereto as Exhibit 
“2” to this resolution and are more fully described. 

 
PASSED AND APPROVED this the _______ day of February 2025. 
 
 

 
________________________ 
Tom Farmer, Mayor 

 
 
_____________________________ 
Cindy Stracener, City Clerk  



City of Benton, Arkansas
Special Revenue Fund
Budget Amendment
FY 2025

The Finance Committee of the City of Benton does hereby submit for approval a budget 
amendment for the Fiscal Year 2025.  This submittal includes a revision for the Special Reven  

Section 1 defines the dollar amount of the amendments contained in this exhibit.  
Section 2 is a detailed explanation of the amended Funding and Disbursements.

Section 1:  Amended Appropriations – Fiscal Year 2025

Special Revenue Fund
Beginning Approved Budget Revised

Budget Amendment Budget

Receipts $40,800 $0 $40,800

Personnel $0 $0 $0

O&M, Other, etc $120 $129,977 $130,097

Capital Items & Transfers $0 $0 $0

Total Budget $40,680 ($89,297)

Section 2:  Funding & Disbursements – Fiscal Year 2024

Special Revenue Fund

Expenditures

This budget amendment approves the increase in line item 7094.00 Other -Miscellaneous
to digitize court records for the Benton District Court.  Cash on hand will be used out of
the Court Automation fund.
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