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BENTON CITY COUNCIL AGENDA
February 24, 2025

IMMEDIATELY FOLLOWING THE AGENDA MEETING

CALL TO ORDER Mayor Tom Farmer

INVOCATION Bro. Stephen Harrison

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE Council Member Villines

ROLL CALL City Clerk

APPROVAL OF MINUTES January 27, 2025
Regular Meeting

COMMITTEE REPORTS & MOTIONS

A&P COMMISSION COMMITTEE Council Member Brown/Baptist
ANIMAL SERVICES COMMITTEE Council Member Villines/Hamm
COMMISSIONS COMMITTEE Council Member Spencer-Cole/Reed
COMMUNITY SERVICE Council Member Reed/Spencer-Cole

ORDINANCE NO. 8 OF 2025

AN ORDINANCE RESTRICTING RIGHT-OF-WAY
CANVASSERS AND SOLICITORS TO CERTAIN BENTON
STREETS AND ROADWAYS, LOCATED WITHIN THE CITY OF
BENTON, BECAUSE CANVASSERS AND SOLICITORS POSE A
DANGER TO THEMSELVES AND THE PUBLIC AT LARGE BY
INTERVENING WITH THE SAFE AND NORMAL FLOW OF
TRAFFIC, REPEALING ORDINANCE 35 OF 2022 AND
ORDINANCE 2 OF 2025; AND FOR OTHER PURPOSES

FINANCE COMMITTEE Council Member Brown/Morrow

RESOLUTION NO. 8 OF 2025

A RESOLUTION ACCEPTING A FEDERAL SURFACE
TRANSPORTATION BLOCK GRANT FROM ARDOT FOR THE
CONGO WIDENING PROJECT DESIGN PHASE AND AMENDING
THE 2025 STREET IMPROVEMENT BUDGET TO INCREASE THE
APPROPRIATION IN THE AMOUNT OF $400,000 FOR REVENUES
AND $500,000 FOR EXPENDITURES; AND FOR OTHER PURPOSES

RESOLUTION NO. 9 OF 2025

A RESOLUTION APPROVING A CONTRACT WITH ELROD GLASS
FOR THE INSTALLATION OF BULLETPROOF GLASS FOR THE
BENTON DISTRICT COURT AND AMENDING THE 2025 BUDGET
TO INCREASE THE APPROPRIATION IN THE AMOUNT OF $44,307
USING CASH ON HAND; AND FOR OTHER PURPOSES



RESOLUTION NO. 10 OF 2025

A RESOLUTION APPROVING A CONTRACT WITH PREFERRED
OFFICE TECHNOLOGIES FOR THE DIGITIZATION OF RECORDS
FOR THE BENTON DISTRICT COURT AND AMENDING THE 2025
BUDGET TO INCREASE THE APPROPRIATION IN THE AMOUNT
OF $129,977 USING CASH ON HAND; AND FOR OTHER PURPOSES

RESOLUTION NO. 11 OF 2025

A RESOLUTION APPROVING A CONTRACT WITH LONESTAR
TACTICAL BUILDINGS FOR THE CONSTRUCTION OF A NEW FIRE
TRAINING FACILITY AND AMENDING THE 2025 PUBLIC SAFETY
BUDGET TO INCREASE THE APPROPRIATION IN THE AMOUNT
OF $463,045 FOR THE BUILD OF A FIRE TRAINING FACILITY
USING CASH ON HAND; AND FOR OTHER PURPOSES

RESOLUTION NO. 12 OF 2025

A RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE CITY TO ENTER INTO A
CONTRACT WITH SALINE COUNTY FOR THE PAYMENT OF THE
SALINE COUNTY DISTRICT COURT - BENTON DIVISION JUDGE’S
SALARY; AUTHORIZING PAYMENTS OF $35,651.60 FOR THE
CALENDAR YEAR 2025; AND FOR OTHER PURPOSES

PARKS COMMITTEE Council Member Hart/Lee

ORDINANCE NO. 9 OF 2025

AN ORDINANCE SETTING THE 2025 STAGE RENTAL RATES FOR
THE PARKS AND RECREATION DEPARTMENT; AND FOR OTHER
PURPOSES

PERSONNEL/HEALTH &
SAFETY COMMITTEE Council Member Donnor/Baptist

ORDINANCE NO. 10 OF 2025
AN ORDINANCE ADOPTING THE “CITY OF BENTON EMPLOYEE
HANDBOOK”; AND FOR OTHER PURPOSES

P&Z COMMISSION Council Member Spencer-Cole
ORDINANCE NO. 11 OF 2025

AN ORDINANCE REZONING 1205 AND 1207 HIGHWAY 35 IN THE
CITY OF BENTON, SALINE COUNTY, ARKANSAS, FROM AG
AGRICULTURAL TO R5 MULTI FAMILY DISTRICT AND FOR
OTHER PURPOSES

ORDINANCE NO. 12 OF 2025

AN ORDINANCE REZONING 219 KENWOOD ROAD IN THE CITY OF
BENTON, SALINE COUNTY, ARKANSAS, FROM R2 SINGLE FAMILY
DISTRICT DETACHED HOUSING TO C1 NEIGHBORHOOD
COMMERCIAL AND FOR OTHER PURPOSES
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ORDINANCE NO. 13 OF 2025

AN ORDINANCE PROVIDING CONDITIONAL USE FOR A DUPLEX
LOCATED AT MULTIPLE [12] PARCELS ALONG S. MAIN STREET;
AND FOR OTHER PURPOSES

ORDINANCE NO. 14 OF 2025

AN ORDINANCE ACCEPTING THE ANNEXATION OF CERTAIN
TERRITORY TO THE CITY OF BENTON, ARKANSAS; APPROVING
THE SCHEDULE OF SERVICES TO BE EXTENDED TO SAID AREA;
ASSIGNING SUCH TO WARD FIVE; AND FOR OTHER PURPOSES

PUC COMMISSION Council Member Hart

ORDINANCE NO. 15 OF 2025 - 15T READING

AN ORDINANCE ESTABLISHING ELECTRICAL RATES FOR
CUSTOMERS OF THE CITY OF BENTON, ARKANSAS; REPEALING
ELECTRICAL RATE STRUCTURES ADOPTED BY THE CITY IN
ORDINANCE NO. 59 OF 2022; AND FOR OTHER PURPOSES

ORDINANCE NO. 16 OF 2025

AN ORDINANCE WAIVING COMPETITIVE BIDDING AND
AUTHORIZING BENTON UTILITIES TO PURCHASE AN M4008
BASE STATION WITH INSTALLATION & DECOMMISSION OF THE
OLD BASE STATION; AND, FOR OTHER PURPOSES

STREETS COMMITTEE Council Member Hamm/Baptist

RESOLUTION NO. 13 OF 2025

A RESOLUTION APPROVING A CONTRACT WITH H.W. TUCKER
FOR THE SOUTH SHORELINE BLVD DRAINAGE IMPROVEMENTS
PROJECT AND AMENDING THE 2025 STREET IMPROVEMENT
BUDGET TO INCREASE THE APPROPRIATION IN THE AMOUNT
OF $539,828 USING CASH ON HAND; AND FOR OTHER PURPOSES

Old Business
Public Comments
Adjourn



MINUTES OF THE BENTON CITY COUNCIL
Regular Session
January 27, 2025
Benton Municipal Complex
The Benton City Council was called to order at 5:40 p.m.

The Mayor stated that City Attorney Drennon would be conducting the meeting tonight for
him due to him having issues with his voice.

The invocation was given by Bro. Norman Hurst.

Council Member Hart led the pledge of allegiance.

Roll was called.

The following persons were in attendance:

Council Member Frank Baptist Council Member Steve Brown
Council Member Ann Spencer-Cole Council Member Evelyn Reed
Council Member Bill Donnor Council Member Jeff Morrow
Councit Member Judd Hart Council Member Trevor Villines
Council Member Steve Lee Council Member Jeff Hamm
Cindy Stracener, City Clerk Baxter Drennon, City Attorney

Tom Farmer, Mayor
When the roll was called ten (10) council members were present. A quorum was declared.

Council Member Morrow made a motion to approve the December 16, 2024, city council
meeting minutes. Seconded by Council Member Hamm. City Attorney Drennon called for a
voice vote, All council members voted in the affirmative. The December 16, 2024, minutes
were approved with 10 affirmative votes. Council Member Brown made a motion to approve
the December 19, 2024 Special Called Meeting. Seconded by Council Member Morrow. City
Attorney Drennon called for a voice vote. All council members voted in the affirmative. The
December 19, 2024, minutes were approved with 10 affirmative votes.

The next item on the agenda was Resolution 1 of 2025 - A Resolution Establishing the Time of
the Council Meetings, Setting Its Meeting Agenda, and Establishing Rules and Conducting
Council and Committee Meetings; and For Other Purposes which was sponsored by the
Mayor. Council Member Lee made a motion to adopt Resolution 1 of 2025. Second, by
Council Member Hamm. The resolution was read by title. The Mayor asked for any questions
or comments, none. Roll was called which resulted in Council Member Baptist yes, Council
Member Brown yes, Council Member Spencer-Cole yes, Council Member Reed yes, Council
Member Donnor yes, Council Member Morrow yes, Council Member Hart yes, Council
Member Villines yes, Council Member Lee yes, and Council Member Hamm yes. Resolution
1 of 2025 was adopted with 10 affirmative votes.

The Mayor sponsored Ordinance 1 of 2025 — An Ordinance Amending and Correcting

Ordinance No. 58 of 2022 Regarding Wastewater Rates for Senior Citizens; Declaring an
Emergency; and For Other Purposes which was next on the agenda. Council Member
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Morrow made a motion to read and adopt Ordinance 1 0f 2025. Seconded by Council Member
Lee. The ordinance was read. City Attorney Drennon asked for any comments or questions.
Council Member Hamm stated that he wanted to make sure the public knows that it was
reduced from what was approved. Mr. Drennon stated that the rate that was inadvertently
included for 2025 was $27.65, and this new rate will be $25.70, which is a reduction of §1.95.
All bills sent out have been correct, no one has been charged the incorrect amount. Roll was
~ called which resulted in Council Member Baptist yes, Council Member Brown yes, Council
Member Spencer-Cole yes, Council Member Reed yes, Council Member Donnor yes, Council
Member Morrow yes, Council Member Hart yes, Council Member Villines yes, Council
Member Lee yes, and Council Member Hamm yes. Ordinance 1 of 2025 was adopted with 10
affirmative votes. Council Member Donnor made a motion to approve the emergency clause.
Seconded by Council Member Lee. City Attorney Drennon asked for other additional
comments or questions, none. Roll was called which resulted in Council Member Baptist yes,
Council Member Brown yes, Council Member Spencer-Cole yes, Council Member Reed yes,
Council Member Donnor yes, Council Member Morrow yes, Council Member Hart yes,
Council Member Villines yes, Council Member Lee yes, and Council Member Hamm yes. The
emergency clause for Ordinance 1 of 2025 was adopted with 10 affirmative votes.

The next item on the agenda was committee reports.

There was not a report from the Advertising and Promotion Commission, the Commission
Committee, Animal Service Committee, Street Committee, or the Personnel/Health & Safety
Committee.

Council Member Reed was recognized for a report from the Community Service Committee.
Council Member Reed made a motion to read and adopt Ordinance 2 of 2025 — An Ordinance
Amending Section 6 of Ordinance No. 35 of 2022, Adding the Intersection of Military Road
and Carpenter Street to the List of Roadways/Intersections Where Right-of-Way Canvassers
and Solicitors are Restricted Within the City of Benton, Arkansas; and For Other Purposes.
Seconded by Council Member Baptist. The ordinance was read. City Attorney Drennon
asked for any questions or comments, none. He stated that this added the intersection of
Military Road and Carpenter Street. Roll was called which resulted in Council Member
Baptist yes, Council Member Brown yes, Council Member Spencer-Cole yes, Council Member
Reed yes, Council Member Donnor yes, Council Member Morrow yes, Council Member Hart
yes, Council Member Villines yes, Council Member Lee yes, and Council Member Hamm yes.
Ordinance 2 of 2025 was adopted with 10 affirmative votes.

Council Member Reed made a motion to read and adopt by title only Resolution 2 of 2025 -
A Resolution to Request the Saline County Tax Collector Place a Certified Lien Against Real
Property Located at 1407 Gray Street as a Result of Incurred Expenses by the City of Benton
in Accordance with State Law and City Ordinance; and For Other Purposes. Seconded by
Council Member Morrow. The resolution was read by title. City Attorney Drennon asked if
anyone was here for this property. No one came forward. He asked for any questions or
comments, none. Roll was called which resulted in Council Member Baptist yes, Council
Member Brown yes, Council Member Spencer-Cole yes, Council Member Reed yes, Council
Member Donnor yes, Council Member Morrow yes, Council Member Hart yes, Council
Member Villines yes, Council Member Lee yes, and Council Member Hamm yes. Resolution
2 of 2025 was adopted with 10 affirmative votes.
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Council Member Brown was recognized for a report from the Finance Committee. Couneil
Member Brown made a motion to read and adopt Ordinance 3 of 2025 — An Ordinance
Revising the City of Benton Purchasing Policies and Procedures as Adopted in Ordinance No.
68 of 2016 and Revised in Ordinance No. 31 of 2021; and For Other Purposes. Seconded by
Council Member Lee. The ordinance was read. City Attorney Drennon asked for any
questions or comments. Council Member Hart stated this was the one where it changed the
limit and that was all being changed, changed to $30,000. Mr. Drennon stated that was
correct. Roll was called which resulted in Council Member Baptist yes, Council Member
Brown yes, Council Member Spencer-Cole yes, Council Member Reed yes, Council Member
Donnor yes, Council Member Morrow yes, Council Member Hart yes, Council Member
Villines yes, Council Member Lee yes, and Council Member Hamm yes. Ordinance 3 of 2025
was adopted with 10 affirmative votes.

Council Member Brown made a motion to adopt Resolution 3 of 2025 — A Resolution
Declaring Certain Property as Surplus; Authorizing the Sale of the Surplus Property to Teeco
Safety; and For Other Purposes. Seconded by Council Member Baptist. The resolution was
read by title. City Attorney Drennon stated that this declares 8 Glock firearms used by the
police department as surplus so that they could be traded in to purchase new firearms. He
asked for any questions or comments, none. Roll was called which resulted in Council
Member Baptist yes, Council Member Brown yes, Council Member Spencer-Cole yes, Council
Member Reed yes, Council Member Donnor yes, Council Member Morrow yes, Council
Member Hart yes, Council Member Villines yes, Council Member Lee yes, and Council
Member Hamm yes. Resolution 3 of 2025 was adopted with 10 affirmative votes.

Council Member Brown made a motion to adopt Resolution 4 of 2025 — A Resolution
Declaring Certain Property as Surplus; Authorizing the Sale of the Surplus Property to
Wildman Arms; and For Other Purposes. Seconded by Council Member Lee. The resolution
was read by title. City Attorney Drennon stated the police department is trading in 12
shotguns for credit to purchase 12 AR-15’s. He asked for any questions or comments, none.
Roll was called which resulted in Council Member Baptist yes, Council Member Brown yes,
Council Member Spencer-Cole yes, Council Member Reed yes, Council Member Donnor yes,
Council Member Morrow yes, Council Member Hart yes, Council Member Villines yes,
Council Member Lee yes, and Council Member Hamm yes. Resolution 4 0of2025 was adopted
with 10 affirmative votes.

Council Member Brown made a motion te adopt Resolution 5 of 2025 — A Reselution
Authorizing the Partial Redemption of the City of Benton, Arkansas Capital Improvement
‘Revenue Bonds, Series 2015 on March 1, 2025; and For Other Purposes. Second, by Council
Member Spencer-Cole. The resolution was read in its entirety. City Attorney Drennon stated
that these bonds were issued in 2015, for street improvements and the River Center. Initially
it was $6,455,000 financed over 30 years. This is the first year that we can make additional
payments on it. On average, we pay about $300,000 per year. The payment this year was set
to be $280,137.50, next year it would be just under $300,000 and then it keeps going up from
there. By paying this $1,000,000, we cut off 2 1/2 years of payments on the back end. We were
set to pay it off in 2045 but with this payment it will be 2043 and the last year will be just under
$150,000. We are saving quite a bit of money and cutting a couple of years off. The franchise
money that we received last year was $821,340, so we have the funds to do it. $275,000 of that
franchise fee was budgeted for the general fund, if we need to use it but we haven’t touched it
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in the last five years and that is why we are able to make this additional payment. He asked
for any questions or comments, none. Roll was called which resulted in Council Member
Baptist yes, Council Member Brown yes, Council Member Spencer-Cole yes, Council Member
Reed yes, Council Member Donnor yes, Council Member Morrow yes, Council Member Hart
yes, Council Member Villines yes, Council Member Lee yes, and Council Member Hamm yes.
Resolution 5 of 2025 was adopted with 10 affirmative votes.

Council Member Brown made a motion to adopt Resolution 6 of 2025 - A Resolution
 Amending the 2025 Parks Budget to Increase the Appropriation of Grant Revenues in the
Amount of $400,000 for the Greenway Phase One Tap Grant and $774,662.38 for the Cherry
Dumuth Campsite Project from the Outdoor Recreation Grant; and For Other Purposes.
Seconded by Council Member Morrow. This is to recognize the grants that we have received
for the Parks Department. The resolution was read by title. He asked for any questions or
comments, none. Roll was called which resulted in Council Member Baptist yes, Council
Member Brown yes, Council Member Spencer-Cole yes, Council Member Reed yes, Council
Member Donnor yes, Council Member Morrow yes, Council Member Hart yes, Council
Member Villines yes, Council Member Lee yes, and Council Member Hamm yes. Resolution
6 of 2025 was adopted with 10 affirmative votes.

Council Member Brown made a motion to adopt Resolution 7 of 2025 - A Resolution
Amending the 2024 Budget for the City as Adopted in Resolution 110 of 2023; Revising the
Budget to Reflect the Actual Expenditures of the City; and For Other Purposes. Seconded by
Council Member Baptist. The resolution was read by title. City Attorney Drennon stated that
this is one of the resolutions that the auditors like, to move the budget to what was actually
spent, up or down for last year. Itis a true up. He asked for any questions or comments, none.
Roll was called which resulted in Council Member Baptist yes, Council Member Brown yes,
Council Member Spencer-Cole yes, Council Member Reed yes, Council Member Donnor yes,
Council Member Morrow yes, Council Member Hart yes, Council Member Villines yes,
Council Member Lee yes, and Council Member Hamm yes. Resolution 7 of 20235 was adopted
with 10 affirmative votes.

Council Member Hart was recognized for a report from the Parks Committee. Council
Member Hart made a motion to read and adopt Ordinance 4 of 2025 — An Ordinance Setting
Programming Rates for the Parks and Recreation Department for the 2025 Season. Seconded
by Council Member Reed. The ordinance was read. City Attorney Drennon asked for any
questions or comments, none. Roll was called which resulted in Council Member Baptist yes,
Council Member Brown yes, Council Member Spencer-Cole yes, Council Member Reed yes,
Council Member Donnor yes, Council Member Morrow yes, Council Member Hart yes,
Council Member Villines yes, Council Member Lee yes, and Council Member Hamm yes.
Ordinance 4 of 2025 was adopted with 10 affirmative votes.

Council Member Spencer-Cole was recognized for a report from the Planning and Zoning
Commission. Council Member Spencer-Cole made a motion to read and adopt Ordinance 5
of 2025 — An Ordinance Rezoning 712 and 716 North Main Street in the City of Benton, Saline
County, Arkansas, From R2 Single Family District Detached Housing to C1 Neighborhood
Commercial; and For Other Purposes. Seconded by Council Member Reed. The ordinance
was read, City Attorney Drennon asked if anyone was here to speak on behalf of these
properties, no one came forward. He asked for any questions or comments, none. Roll was
called which resulted in Council Member Baptist yes, Council Member Brown yes, Council
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Member Spencer-Cole yes, Council Member Reed yes, Council Member Donnor yes, Council
Member Morrow yes, Council Member Hart yes, Council Member Villines yes, Council
Member Iee yes, and Council Member Hamm yes. Ordinance § of 2025 was adopted with 10
affirmative votes. ‘

Council Member Spencer-Cole made a motion to read and adopt Ordinance 6 of 2025 — An
Ordinance Rezoning Parcels #805-10100-000, #805-10096-000 and #805-10089-000 In the City
of Benton, Saline County, Arkansas, From R2 Single Family District Detached Housing to C3
Service Commercial; And For Other Purposes. Second, by Council Member Brown. The
ordinance was read. City Attorney Drennon asked if anyone was here for this property, no
one came forward. He asked for any questions or comments, none. Roll was called which
resulted in Council Member Baptist yes, Council Member Brown yes, Council Member
Spencer-Cole yes, Council Member Reed yes, Council Member Donnor yes, Council Member
Morrow yes, Council Member Hart yes, Council Member Villines yes, Council Member Lee
yes, and Council Member Hamm yes. Ordinance 6 of 2025 was adopted with 10 affirmative
votes.

Council Member Hart was recognized for a report from the Public Utility Commission.
Council Member Hart made a motion to read and adopt Ordinance 7 of 2025 — An Ordinance
Waiving Competitive Bidding and Authorizing and Ratifying the Purchase of a 2024
Caterpillar Skid Steer for Benton Utilities Electric Department; and For Other Purposes.
Seconded by Council Member Morrow. The ordinance was read. City Attorney Drennon
asked for any questions or comments, none. Roll was called which resulted in Council
Member Baptist yes, Council Member Brown yes, Council Member Spencer-Cole yes, Council
Member Reed yes, Council Member Donnor yes, Council Member Morrow yes, Council
Member Hart yes, Council Member Villines yes, Council Member Lee yes, and Council
Member Hamm yes. Ordinance 7 of 2025 was adopted with 10 affirmative votes.

There was not any old business nor public comments.
The Department Heads gave the State of City Address. See attached.

The Committee meetings will be week of February 10™ and the Council Meeting will be
February 24th. A groundbreaking for Buc-ee’s will be February 19" at 1 p.m.

The meeting was adjourned at 6:43 p.m.

Tom Farmer, Mayor

Cindy Stracener, City Clerk

City Council Minutes January 27, 2025 Page 5 of 5




2/5/2025

THE HEART OF ARKANSAS SINCE 1836 |

CITY OF BENT.N
X PYAS
_STATE OF THE CITY. |




Adoptions: 478
Calls for Service: 2,439
Community Events: 23

Intakes: 844
Microchipped: 497

Reclaims: 182

93% SAVE RATE!
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Goals for 2025

2025 COLD WEATHER
FOSTERPROGRAM
OUT OF THE 28 DOGS
IN FOSTER CARE,

17 WERE ADOPTED
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COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT 2024
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LICENSES/PERMITS ISSUED IN 2024

% Privilege Licenses 1,705
4 New Privilege Licenses 200
i 5h

28

w Firewo Permits 9
< New Aleohol Permits 4
%+ Aleohol Permits 62

TYPES OF NEW BUSINESSES TN 20241

O ELECTRICAL — WIRED PRO ELECTRIC
U HOME BUILDER — PINNACLE BUILDERS
RISH DONUTS
ORS WEST HATR & BODY ACADEMY
; NG ~ HILRILT/LUFKIN DISTRIBUTION, LLC
O RETAIL - LOVE CONSIGNMENT '
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'MARKETING & SPECIAL EVENTS 2024

w029
CITY EVEN
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'MARKETING & SPECIAL EVENTS 2024
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REETS & DRAINAGE DEPARMENT 2024 YEAR IN REVIEW

OVERLAY PROJECTS
COBCOMPLETED 1.8
MILLIGN DOLUARS INQVERLAY
PROJECTS AMD ARDOT
COMPLETED SEVERAL TiLLION
DOLLARS 1M
OVERLAYPROIECTS
INTHECITY LIMITS

TRAFFIC LIGHTS
ADDED NEW CAMERAS AT
HWY5HWY 35 AND
ALCOA/HWY g AND
SALEM/HWY 5

SIGNS INSTALLED
OVER 300 NEW AND
" REPLACEMENT OF
DAMAGED SIGRNS
INSTALLED

SIDEWALKS
40 ADA SIDEWALK PROJIECTS
COMPLETED COMPARED TO
30 M 2023

GRANTS

Southwest Frail Engireering is
go% complete

CongojShenandoah roundabout
Engineering if 9o’ complete

ASPHALT MAINTENANCE
QVER 300 CUTS FIXED

2/5/2025




STREETS & DRAINAGE DEPAR}\’IENT 2024 YEAR IN REVIEW

DRAINAGE PROJECTS
OVER z00 PROJECTS

MAJOR DRAINAGE PROJECTS
CROSS STREET PHASE 1 AND
HIDDEN MEADOW'S COMPLETED

COMPLETEDWITH CULVERTS,
INLETS AND PIPES REPLACED
. COMPAREDTO 85 PROJECTS
©oIN 2022

DITCH CLEARING
65 DAYS SPENT
CLEARING CREEKS
AND OVERGROWN
BLOCKAGES
COMPARED TO 6o
DAYS IN zo23

YARD WASTE PICKUPS
AVERAGED 100 REQUESTS
PERWEEK RESULTING IN
OVER 6o00 RESIDENTIAL
PICKUPS COMPARED TO 75
REQUEST IN 2023

CONSTRUCTION INSPECTIONS
OVER 1200+ INSPECTIONS
COMPLETED AT CONSTRUCTION
SITESWITHINTHE CITY
COMPARED TO 1200 IN 2023

2/5/2025
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PARKS
BY THE NUMBERS | 2024

PARKS & RECREATION 2024

23,63 8 I2,674

RN‘Eﬂ CENTER SOGIAL MEDIA DEPARTMENT RIVER GEWTER
ACTIVE MSEMBERS FOLLBWERS AWARDS DAY PASSES SOLD

(72 LS

- BE i3] $1,943,126
B SWIMMOEG LESSON LEFEGUARG SPECIAL EVENTSS BOELARS SPEHT OR

PARTISIPANTS CIRUAGAYIONS TOUREAREEETS FAGILINANG PARK PAFROVEMENTS

' e )

AFeITS

616

FCOL PARTHS
o

BEORATRY

2/5/2025
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PARKS & RECREATION 2024

_ 2600

River Center Day Passes Sold 32874

Swim Lesso Partigipants .~ 88 86

tifeguard Certifications 58

Senior Membesships STen

Poal Partfes Sold 616

| Arinuni Paik gs S
B | Youli/Aduit Propram Participants

Tyndall Pack

Hiversida Pak

Ralgh Bunché Park

Fatmars Market

‘Qvieis Mooy Park

Lyle Park

 Hooked oa Fishing

CWLewis

ML Bike Park

Log Park

Recreation Pragrams Offered

2/5/2025
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PARKS & RECREAT.I.(-)_N 2024 |
GRANTIUNDING | SRS 1)o7 \ENT
AWARDED ACHIEVEMENTS

Akanyn T Qrase Assaghition

AWNDEDIN 2024 o Yot e fghe Veas Qivins Henones Port
+ Quldoas Recrastion Grart, Chetry Derrath Canpride §174 85259 Regeliacrs "

- TAP St Rver Grestsdy PH-1: $400,000 - s ¥ ' " Tk

14 PROGRESS o 'mnkmﬂmﬂetﬁnﬁnﬁu‘
« TAP Ru'ph Busches Paik Tra Gorvector: S50 @ Erienfbedion, badbady i
« TAP Safing River Grearsvap FH-2: $200,006

He &k

Ak Reereatien P Asrelstion

¢ mn@agmu?z-m-rﬂyeimmsﬁéﬁnsm
& Brnton By o Dindae Ficityel tha e Orer $500.000

o e Dutsmbng Praterons-Brandon Sprack

< mﬁm-milcpumsmmg|hm

5 HemleLaaqua=Thiresusti Recmiton hogmed

The City of Benton Parks & Recreation
department has been awarded the 2024
Arkansas Turf Assocation Turf Site of the
Year for Owens Mooney Park.
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'FIRE DEPARTMENT

" ""\’is‘i'w‘ or Rl
hi s e
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FIRE DEPARTMENT
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- O LICE DE PA RT MENT 2024

e o o o s
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POLICE DEPARTMENT 2024
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2/5/2025

8 Totdl 2,.5% sales & use tax received by the City of Benton = $27,546,360.67
a Generzl Fund revenues $24,319,906.56
Benton Utilities in-lieu of franchise $ 2,314,058.67
Property taxées (general fund) 1,963,186.97
Alcohol taxes 250,491.90
B Frahchise taxes 821,340,77
Privitege Licenses ' [00,769.13
Permits for construction 426,085,96

Revenue Growth
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FINANCE DEPARTMENT 2024

m Streets & Drainage revenues $8,357,450.91
m Stormwater fee $ 92950451

28 Parks & Recreation revenues $8,216,496.07

B Public Safety revenues $5,724,143.15

® Advertising & Promotion taxes  $2,132,398.34

Revenue Growth
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_ F|NA NC E DEPAR TMEN T2024 . RO

.
.
L]
L]
»
s
L]
L]
-
.
[ ]
L4
L
L]
L]

Animal Control Future Facili
Future Salaries Reserve
Financial Stability

Fire Truck Reserve

Future Fire Station

Future Fire Training Facility
Future Police Facility

Future Police Facility

Folice Future Equipment
CongofShenandoah Roundabout
Southwest Trail Conpector
Relocation of Exit {17
Northshere Widening
Congo Widéning

South Shoreline Drainage

,586,804.98
$ 817,103.07
$1,610469.74
$1,014,549.97
$ 500,000.00
3 750,000.00
$ 250,000.00
$1,500,000.00
$1,000,000.00
$1,000,000.00
$1,000,000,00
$1,000,000.00
% 500,000.00
$1,000,000.00
$ 500,000.00

reral Fund
General Fund
Special Reventie Fund
Public Safety
Public Safety
Public Safety
Public Safety
ARFA
Public Safety
Street Improvement
Stréet Improvement
Street Improvernent
Street improvement
Strest Improvement
Street Improvement

Future Designated Funds

2/5/2025
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F| NA NCE DE pA RTM ENT 2024 _

Accomplishments

Started construction on renovation of 410 w Contract awarded for renovation of existing Clty

River Street complex for location of New City
Hall; estimated completion in 1* qugrter 2025,
MNew vehicles purchased in Community
Development, Streets, and Parks departments.
Parks with the help from Farmers Bank and
Trust purchased a large stage for events.
ARPA funds used to complete P and 2"
Benton Utilities infrastructure project using
ARPA funds for (1) Sludge Basin and (2)
Clearwell Improvements.

Hall for Police Headquarters. Estimated completion
in 2025,

Contract awarded for the build of a new Animal
Services Sheltet, Estimated completion in 2025.

Contract awarded for 3 Benton Utilities
infrastructure project using ARPA funds for the
rehabilitation of Downtdwn Water atong South
Street.
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Ended the yedr with 246 Full-time employees out of 255
2% annugl raises given to each émployee 6/2/2024
Complete overhaul of Employee Handbook January 2024,
clarifications proposed January 2025,

Health insyrance premiums did hot increase: the City
continugs to pay |00% of employee only premium and
75% of employee & family premium.

2024 Open Enroliment offered employees 2 health
Insurance plans: traditional plan & high deductible plan.

% 219 employees kept the traditional plan

# 27 employees chose high deductible plan

2/5/2025
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ORDINANCE NO. 8 OF 2025

AN ORDINANCE RESTRICTING RIGHT-OF-WAY CANVASSERS AND
SOLICITORS TO CERTAIN BENTON STREETS AND ROADWAYS,
LOCATED WITHIN THE CITY OF BENTON, BECAUSE CANVASSERS
AND SOLICITORS POSE A DANGER TO THEMSELVES AND THE
PUBLIC AT LARGE BY INTERVENING WITH THE SAFE AND
NORMAL FLOW OF TRAFFIC, REPEALING ORDINANCE 35 OF 2022
AND ORDINANCE 2 OF 2025; AND FOR OTHER PURPOSES

WHEREAS, the City Council of Benton, Arkansas, desires to restate and adopt the
ordinance restricting right-of-way canvassers and solicitors to certain streets and roadways
located in the City because such canvassers and solicitors pose a danger to themselves and
the public at large by interfering with the safe and normal flow of vehicle traffic; and

WHEREAS, right-of-way canvassers and solicitors approach motorists and
passengers while the motor vehicle is engaged in travel on roads and are particularly
susceptible to serious bodily injury or death due to the speed and number of motorists who
operate vehicles on roads of the City; and

WHEREAS, roads are primarily designed for vehicular traffic and are not suited to
safely accommodate right-of-way canvassers and solicitors; and

WHEREAS, the presence of right-of-way canvassers and solicitors interferes with
the safe movement and normal flow of traffic; and

WHEREAS, there are twenty-three (23) full-colored traffic lights within the City;
and

WHEREAS, upon additional analysis, the City Council of the City of Benton,
Arkansas, has determined that canvassers and solicitors should be limited on additional
street corners.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF
BENTON, ARKANSAS

SECTION 1: It is the finding of the City Council that other alternative and safer
channels of communication exist other than right-of-way canvassing and solicitation for a
person or people who seek to exercise their First Amendment freedoms, such as, but not
limited to, mail solicitation for donations, or delivery of literature, distribution of literature
or solicitation for donations at other locations (such as homes, places of worship, businesses,
shopping areas, news and magazine racks, special events, and any other place not
prohibited by law); the distribution or sale of newspapers or other literature through the
use of home or business delivery, vending machines, and retail stores; and the sale of goods
and services at retail stores, through the internet, and from vending machines.

SECTION 2: The City Council desires to protect and preserve the safety and quality
of life of its residents and those who use the streets within the City, both pedestrians and
motorists alike.



SECTION 3: The City Council has reviewed the proposed regulations provided by
this section and finds that such regulations accomplish the intended purposes while
utilizing the least restrictive means possible.

SECTION 4: It is the intention of the City Council that this subsection is applied
equally to all right-of-way canvassers and solicitors, regardless of the right-of-way
canvasser and solicitor's purpose and/or message.

SECTION 5: It is the intention of the City that nothing in this section shall prohibit
a person from engaging in any other lawful activity or speech on the sidewalks in and
around intersections, so long as that person or people are not right-of-way canvassers
and/or solicitors and comply with all other state and local laws.

SECTION 6: The City finds that it is in the best interests of the residents of the city
to adopt this subsection.

Prohibited roadways included but not limited to the following. It shall be unlawful
for any person to act as a right-of-way canvasser and/or solicitor at or within two hundred
(200) feet from the lateral curb or boundary line of any intersection located at the following
roadways:

Military & Lincoln Roads;

South Service Loop & Lincoln Road;

Military & Landers Roads;

Landers Road & South Service Road,;

Military Road & Ferguson Drive;

Military & Carpenter Roads;

North Service Road & Kroger Marketplace Road; and
Military Road & North East Street.

SECTION 7: Those violating these restrictions are guilty of disturbing the peace, and
in accordance with Ark. Code § 14-54-1408 may be cited and punishable by a fine up to $100.

SECTION 8: Should any word, phrase, or section of this ordinance be held to be
invalid or unconstitutional by a court of competent jurisdiction, such invalidity shall not
affect the force and validity of the remaining portion of sections of this ordinance. Ordinance
35 of 2022 and Ordinance 2 of 2025 are hereby repealed.

PASSED AND APPROVED this day of February 2025

Tom Farmer, Mayor

Cindy Stracener, City Clerk



RESOLUTION NO. 8 OF 2025

A RESOLUTION ACCEPTING A FEDERAL SURFACE
TRANSPORTATION BLOCK GRANT FROM ARDOT FOR
THE CONGO WIDENING PROJECT DESIGN PHASE AND
AMENDING THE 2025 STREET IMPROVEMENT BUDGET
TO INCREASE THE APPROPRIATION IN THE AMOUNT
OF $400,000 FOR REVENUES AND $500,000 FOR
EXPENDITURES; AND FOR OTHER PURPOSES

WHEREAS, the City of Benton, Arkansas, submitted and received an
80/20 Surface Transportation Block Grant through ARDOT for the design
phase of the Congo Widening Project up to $400,000; and

WHEREAS, the City of Benton, Arkansas, will use cash on hand within
the Street Improvement fund for up to $500,000 worth of expenditures
associated with the Congo Widening project and therefore requires a budget
amendment.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE CITY COUNCIL
OF THE CITY OF BENTON, ARKANSAS:

SECTION 1: On behalf of the City, the Mayor is authorized to execute
a Congo Widening grant document from ARDOT as well as execute other such
documents as may be necessary and convenient to accomplish this purpose.

SECTION 2: Pursuant to the authority granted in Ark. Code §§ 14-58-
202 and 14-58-203, the City Council does amend the FY2025 City of Benton
Budget as adopted in Resolution No. 142 of 2024. The budget revisions are
attached hereto as Exhibit “1” to this resolution and are more fully described.

PASSED AND APPROVED this the day of February 2025.

Tom Farmer, Mayor

Cindy Stracener, City Clerk



City of Benton, Arkansas

Street Improvement Fund
Budget Amendment

FY 2025 CITY OF BENTON
I

The Finance Committee of the City of Benton does hereby submit for approval a budget
amendment for the FY 2025. This submittal includes a revision for Street Improvement Fund.

Section 1 defines the dollar amount of the amendments contained in this exhibit.
Section 2 is a detailed explanation of the amended Funding and Disbursements.

Section 1: Amended Appropriations — Fiscal Year 2025

Street Improvement Fund

Beginning Approved Budget Revised

Budget Amendment Budget
Receipts $5,740,000 $400,000 $6,140,000
Personal Services $0 $0 $0
Supplies, Repair & Mtc $0 $0 $0
Other Services and Charges $0 $0 $0
Miscellaneous $0 $0 $0
Capital Outlay $5,540,000 $500,000 $6,040,000
Transfers $0 $0 $0
Total Budget $200,000 $100,000

Section 2: Funding & Disbursements — Fiscal Year 2025

Street Improvement Fund

Revenues

This budget amendment authorizes the acceptance of ARDot grant funds for
$400,000 into line item 4210.01 Federal Aid:Grants

Federal Aid 4210.01 $400,000

Expenditures

This budget amendment authorizes the expenditure of Street Improvement funds for
$500,000 into line item 8003.00 Capital Outlay: Non-Building Improvements

Capital Outlay: Non-Building Improv 8003 $500,000



m- ARDOT.gov | Jared D. Wiley, PE., Director

" ARKANSAS DEPARTMENT 10324 Interstate 30 | P.0.Box 2261, Littte Rock, AR 72203-2261
OF TRANSPORTATION Phone:(501) 569-2000 | Voice/TTY 711 | fFax:(501) 569-2400

January 24, 2025

The Honorable Tom Farmer
Mayor of Benton

114 S. East St.

Benton, AR 72015

Re: Job 061890
F.A.P. STPU-9035(35)
Shenandoah Rd. — Longhills Rd.
(Congo Rd.) (Benton) (S)
Saline County

Dear Mayor Farmer:

Reference is made to the Shenandoah Road — Longhills Road project which was awarded
Surface Transportation Block Grant Program — Attributable (STBGP>200K) funding. In order to
proceed, you and your attorney must sign the enclosed Agreement of Understanding and return it
to the Department. Please submit the signed Agreement and referenced forms within the next
60 days.

A copy of the Agreement of Understanding will be returned to you once fully executed.
When submitting the Agreement to the Department for execution, you will also need to complete
Form LPA-005, Form LPA-018, and Form LPA-019. All referenced forms are available in digital
format at www.ardot.gov/LPA.

If you have any questions, please contact our Local Programs Grant Procurement Section
at (479) 360-7161 or LPA@ardot.gov.

Sincergly,

(Ui Te
Keli Wylie, P.E.

Assistant Chief Enginter
Program Delivery

Enclosures

c: Chief Engineer — Operations
Chief Engineer — Preconstruction
Local Programs
Program Management
District 6
Job 061890 'C' File
Casey Covington, Executive Director, Metroplan



RESOLUTION NO. 9 OF 2025

A RESOLUTION APPROVING A CONTRACT WITH
ELROD GLASS FOR THE INSTALLATION OF
BULLETPROOF GLASS FOR THE BENTON DISTRICT
COURT AND AMENDING THE 2025 BUDGET TO
INCREASE THE APPROPRIATION IN THE AMOUNT OF
$44,307.00 USING CASH ON HAND; AND FOR OTHER
PURPOSES

WHEREAS, the City of Benton, Arkansas, after having advertised for
bids has determined that the bid submitted by Elrod Glass is the lowest
acceptable bid for the installation of bulletproof glass for the Benton District
Court and therefore should award the contract to this lowest bidder; and

WHEREAS, the City of Benton, Arkansas, will use cash on hand within
the Court Automation fund for the project and therefore requires a budget
amendment.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE CITY COUNCIL
OF THE CITY OF BENTON, ARKANSAS:

SECTION 1: The bid by Elrod Glass is the lowest acceptable bid and
said bid should be accepted and awarded to Elrod Glass for the installation of
bulletproof glass for the Benton District Court. The bid tab is attached hereto
as Exhibit “1” to this resolution.

SECTION 2: On behalf of the City, the Mayor is authorized to execute
a contract with Elrod Glass as well as execute other such documents as may
be necessary and convenient to accomplish this purpose. The Mayor is likewise
authorized on behalf of the City to pay Elrod Glass those sums that become
due and payable over the course of the contract term.

SECTION 3: Pursuant to the authority granted in Ark. Code §§14-58-
202 and 14-58-203, the City Council does amend the FY2025 City of Benton
Budget as adopted in Resolution No. 142 of 2024. The budget revisions are
attached hereto as Exhibit “2” to this resolution and are more fully described.

PASSED AND APPROVED this the day of February 2025.

Tom Farmer, Mayor

Cindy Stracener, City Clerk



CITY OF BENTON

114 S East Street
Benton, AR 72018

(501) 776-5900

CITY OF BENTOl\T© CITY OF BENTON
SRS = S ©
Bid Number: 2025-04
Commodity: Bullet Proof Glass for Court Clerk Windows
Department: CFO Mandy Spicer

Bid Opening Date/ Time: _Fri, February 7 ,2025 @ 10:00 am

Company Representative Amount

Elead & / << Cand i E/pad
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Special Revenue Fund

Budget Amendment

FY 2025 CITY OF BENTON
R

City of Benton, Arkansas -

|
The Finance Committee of the City of Benton does hereby submit for approval a budget
amendment for the Fiscal Year 2025. This submittal includes a revision for the Special Reven

Section 1 defines the dollar amount of the amendments contained in this exhibit.
Section 2 is a detailed explanation of the amended Funding and Disbursements.

Section 1: Amended Appropriations — Fiscal Year 2025

Special Revenue Fund

Beginning Approved Budget Revised

Budget Amendment Budget
Receipts $40,800 $0 $40,800
Personnel $0 $0 $0
O&M, Other, etc $130,097 $44,307 $174,404
Capital Items & Transfers $0 $0 $0
Total Budget ($89,297) ($133,604)

Section 2: Funding & Disbursements - Fiscal Year 2024

Special Revenue Fund

Expenditures

This budget amendment approves the increase in line item 7094.00 Other -Miscellaneous
to install bullet proof glass for the Benton District Court. Cash on hand will be used
out of the Court Automation fund.



RESOLUTION NO. 10 OF 2025

A RESOLUTION APPROVING A CONTRACT WITH
PREFERRED OFFICE TECHNOLOGIES FOR THE
DIGITIZATION OF RECORDS FOR THE BENTON DISTRICT
COURT AND AMENDING THE 2025 BUDGET TO INCREASE
THE APPROPRIATION IN THE AMOUNT OF $129,977 USING
CASH ON HAND; AND FOR OTHER PURPOSES

WHEREAS, the City of Benton, Arkansas, after having advertised for bids has
determined that the bid submitted by Preferred Office Technologies is the lowest
acceptable bid for the digitization of records for the Benton District Court and
therefore should award the contract to this lowest bidder; and

WHEREAS, the City of Benton, Arkansas, will use cash on hand within the
Court Automation fund for the project and therefore requires a budget amendment.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF
THE CITY OF BENTON, ARKANSAS:

SECTION 1: The bid by Preferred Office Technologies is the lowest acceptable
bid and said bid should be accepted and awarded to Preferred Office Technologies for
the construction of the digitization of records for the Benton District Court. The bid
tab is attached hereto as Exhibit “1” to this resolution.

SECTION 2: On behalf of the City, the Mayor is authorized to execute a
contract with Preferred Office Technologies as well as execute other such documents
as may be necessary and convenient to accomplish this purpose. The Mayor is likewise
authorized on behalf of the City to pay Preferred Office Technologies those sums that
become due and payable over the course of the contract term.

SECTION 3: Pursuant to the authority granted in Ark. Code §§14-58-202 and
14-58-203, the City Council does amend the FY2025 City of Benton Budget as adopted
in Resolution No. 142 of 2024. The budget revisions are attached hereto as Exhibit
“2” to this resolution and are more fully described.

PASSED AND APPROVED this the day of February 2025.

Tom Farmer, Mayor

Cindy Stracener, City Clerk



City of Benton, Arkansas .

Special Revenue Fund

Budget Amendment

FY 2025 CITY OF BENTOl\T@
.

|
The Finance Committee of the City of Benton does hereby submit for approval a budget
amendment for the Fiscal Year 2025. This submittal includes a revision for the Special Reven

Section 1 defines the dollar amount of the amendments contained in this exhibit.
Section 2 is a detailed explanation of the amended Funding and Disbursements.

Section 1: Amended Appropriations — Fiscal Year 2025

Special Revenue Fund

Beginning Approved Budget Revised

Budget Amendment Budget
Receipts $40,800 $0 $40,800
Personnel $0 $0 $0
O&M, Other, etc $120 $129,977 $130,097
Capital Items & Transfers $0 $0 $0
Total Budget $40,680 ($89,297)

Section 2: Funding & Disbursements - Fiscal Year 2024

Special Revenue Fund

Expenditures

This budget amendment approves the increase in line item 7094.00 Other -Miscellaneous
to digitize court records for the Benton District Court. Cash on hand will be used out of
the Court Automation fund.



CITY OF BENTON

114 S East Street

Benton, AR 72018
(501) 776-5900
CITY OF BENTON CITY OF BENTON
PRt e A

Bid Number: 2025-02

Commodity: District Court Digitization of Records

Department: CFO Mandy Spicer

Bid Opening Date/ Time: Mon, January 21,2025 @ 10:15 am

Company Representative Amount
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