
 

RESOLUTION NO. 96 OF 2025 

A RESOLUTION TO REQUEST THE SALINE COUNTY TAX COLLECTOR 

PLACE A CERTIFIED LIEN AGAINST REAL PROPERTY LOCATED AT 609 

MILITARY ROAD AS A RESULT OF INCURRED EXPENSES BY THE CITY OF 

BENTON IN ACCORDANCE WITH STATE LAW AND CITY ORDINANCE; AND 

FOR OTHER PURPOSES 

WHEREAS, in accordance with Ark. Code Ann. § 14-54-901, the City of Benton, 
Arkansas, has corrected conditions existing on 609 Military Road (parcel 800-15400-000) 
within the City and is entitled to compensation pursuant to Ark. Code Ann. §14-54-904; and 
 

WHEREAS, State law also provides for a lien against the subject property, with the 
amount of lien to be determined by the City Council at a hearing held after the notice to the 
owner thereof by certified mail with said amount $1,322.36 + Penalty $132.24 + Filing Fee 
$30.00 for a total of $1,484.60  to be thereafter certified to the Saline County Tax Collector; 
and 
 

WHEREAS, a hearing for the purpose to determine such lien has been set for 
November 17, 2025, in order to allow for service of the attached notice of same upon the 
listed property owners, by certified or publication as necessary. 
 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF 
BENTON, ARKANSAS: 
 

SECTION 1:  That after said public hearing the amount listed above is hereby certified 
and is to be forwarded to the Saline County Tax Collector and Assessor by the City. 
 

SECTION 2:  That this Resolution shall be in full force and effect from and after its 
passage and approval. 

 
PASSED AND APPROVED this ______ day of November 2025 
 
 
 

__________________________ 

Tom Farmer, Mayor 

 

___________________________ 

Cindy Stracener, City Clerk 

 

 

 

 



 

              



 



 

RESOLUTION NO. 97 OF 2025 

A RESOLUTION TO REQUEST THE SALINE COUNTY TAX COLLECTOR 

PLACE A CERTIFIED LIEN AGAINST REAL PROPERTY LOCATED AT 730 

ALCOA ROAD AS A RESULT OF INCURRED EXPENSES BY THE CITY OF 

BENTON IN ACCORDANCE WITH STATE LAW AND CITY ORDINANCE; AND 

FOR OTHER PURPOSES 

WHEREAS, in accordance with Ark. Code Ann. § 14-54-901, the City of Benton, 
Arkansas, has corrected conditions existing on 730 Alcoa Road (parcel 805-15208-000) 
within the City and is entitled to compensation pursuant to Ark. Code Ann. §14-54-904; and 
 

WHEREAS, State law also provides for a lien against the subject property, with the 
amount of lien to be determined by the City Council at a hearing held after the notice to the 
owner thereof by certified mail with said amount $1,522.36 + Penalty $152.24 + Filing Fee 
$30.00 for a total of $1,704.60  to be thereafter certified to the Saline County Tax Collector; 
and 
 

WHEREAS, a hearing for the purpose to determine such lien has been set for 
November 17, 2025, in order to allow for service of the attached notice of same upon the 
listed property owners, by certified or publication as necessary. 
 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF 
BENTON, ARKANSAS: 
 

SECTION 1:  That after said public hearing the amount listed above is hereby certified 
and is to be forwarded to the Saline County Tax Collector and Assessor by the City. 
 

SECTION 2:  That this Resolution shall be in full force and effect from and after its 
passage and approval. 

 
PASSED AND APPROVED this ______ day of November 2025 
 

__________________________ 

Tom Farmer, Mayor 

 

___________________________ 

Cindy Stracener, City Clerk 

 

 

 

 



 

     



 



 

RESOLUTION NO. 98 OF 2025 

A RESOLUTION TO REQUEST THE SALINE COUNTY TAX COLLECTOR 

PLACE A CERTIFIED LIEN AGAINST REAL PROPERTY LOCATED AT 1222 

CHERRY LANE AS A RESULT OF INCURRED EXPENSES BY THE CITY OF 

BENTON IN ACCORDANCE WITH STATE LAW AND CITY ORDINANCE; AND 

FOR OTHER PURPOSES 

WHEREAS, in accordance with Ark. Code Ann. § 14-54-901, the City of Benton, 
Arkansas, has corrected conditions existing on 1222 Cherry Lane (parcel 800-52773-000) 
within the City and is entitled to compensation pursuant to Ark. Code Ann. §14-54-904; and 
 

WHEREAS, State law also provides for a lien against the subject property, with the 
amount of lien to be determined by the City Council at a hearing held after the notice to the 
owner thereof by certified mail with said amount $872.36 + Penalty $87.24 + Filing Fee 
$30.00 for a total of $989.60  to be thereafter certified to the Saline County Tax Collector; and 
 

WHEREAS, a hearing for the purpose to determine such lien has been set for 
November 17, 2025, in order to allow for service of the attached notice of same upon the 
listed property owners, by certified or publication as necessary. 
 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF 
BENTON, ARKANSAS: 
 

SECTION 1:  That after said public hearing the amount listed above is hereby certified 
and is to be forwarded to the Saline County Tax Collector and Assessor by the City. 
 

SECTION 2:  That this Resolution shall be in full force and effect from and after its 
passage and approval. 

 
PASSED AND APPROVED this ______ day of November 2025 
 

__________________________ 

Tom Farmer, Mayor 

 

___________________________ 

Cindy Stracener, City Clerk 

 

 

 

 



 

   



 



RESOLUTION NO. 99 OF 2025 
 

A RESOLUTION ADOPTING THE 2026 BUDGET FOR THE GENERAL 

FUND, STREETS, ANIMAL SERVICES, PARKS, AND SPECIAL 

REVENUE FUNDS; ESTABLISHING A PROCEDURE FOR REVISING 

THE SAME; AND FOR OTHER PURPOSES 

WHEREAS, pursuant to Arkansas Code Ann. § 14-58-201, the Mayor of the City 
of Benton, Arkansas, has an obligation to submit an annual budget to the City Council 
for approval for the upcoming year; and  

WHEREAS, pursuant to Arkansas Code Ann § 14-58-202, the City Council has 
an obligation to adopt a budget for the operation of the city for the upcoming year. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY 
OF BENTON, ARKANSAS: 

 
SECTION 1:   Pursuant to the authority granted in Arkansas Code Ann. §§ 14-

58-202 and 14-58-203, the City Council does hereby adopt the FY 2026 City of Benton 
Budget (budget), which is attached hereto, marked as “Exhibit 1.” The adoption of this 
budget shall be deemed as an appropriation pursuant to the foregoing statutes.  

 
SECTION 2:  The line items contained within the budget are deemed to be 

estimates of the costs necessary for running each department throughout the year. 
Expenditures may not exceed those amounts defined within “Exhibit 1.”  

 
SECTION 3:   Should the amount budgeted for each amount shown in “Exhibit 

1” need to be revised, monetary transfers between the departments may occur and 
shall be administered by and be the responsibility of the Mayor or his appointed staff 
member. Any adjustments to the amount budgeted within each category shall be 
made by the City Council who shall do so by passing a resolution amending the 
budget.   

 
PASSED AND APPROVED this the _______ day of November 2025. 
 

 
________________________ 
Tom Farmer, Mayor 

_____________________________ 
Cindy Stracener, City Clerk  



 

 

 

Due to the budget being a large exhibit, please email Mandy Spicer for a 

copy of the budget. 

 

Mandy.Spicer@bentonar.org 



ORDINANCE NO. 57 OF 2025 

AN ORDINANCE REPEALING ORDINANCE NO. 33 OF 2002; CONCERNING THE 

CITY CLERK’S OFFICE FOR THE CITY OF BENTON; AND FOR OTHER PURPOSES 

WHEREAS, Ordinance No. 33 of 2002 made the office of the City Clerk a part time position in 

the City of Benton, Arkansas; and 

 
WHEREAS, the City has grown significantly since 2002 and the duties of the City Clerk have 

grown commensurate; and  

 
WHEREAS, the City Council desires to repeal Ordinance No. 33 of 2022 making the office of 

the City Clerk part time; and 

 
WHEREAS, the City Council desires to alleviate any possible conflict with Ordinance No. 30 

of 2025 concerning participation in APERS or Ordinance No. 58 of 2025 concerning retirement 

benefits under state law. 
 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF BENTON, 

ARKANSAS: 
 

SECTION 1: Ordinance No. 33 of 2002 is hereby repealed and any other ordinances in conflict 

herewith to the extent any conflict may exist but not otherwise. 
 

PASSED AND APPROVED this ___ day of November 2025 

 
 

____________________ 

Tom Farmer, Mayor 
___________________________ 

Cindy Stracener, City Clerk 
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ORDINANCE NO. 58 OF 2025 
 

AN ORDINANCE TO CONFIRM AND PROVIDE RETIREMENT BENEFITS 
FOR THE MAYOR, CITY ATTORNEY, AND CITY CLERK PURSUANT TO 
ARKANSAS CODE ANNOTATED §§ 24-12-101, 24-12-120, AND 24-12-
121; TO RATIFY AND AUTHORIZE ANY PRIOR PAYMENTS MADE 
PURSUANT TO SAID STATUTES; AND FOR OTHER PURPOSES 

 
WHEREAS, the City of Benton, Arkansas (“City”) is a city of the first class operating 

under the laws of the State of Arkansas; and 
 
WHEREAS, Arkansas Code Annotated §§ 24-12-101, 24-12-120, and 24-12-121 

authorize cities of the first class to provide retirement benefits for qualifying Mayors, City 
Attorneys, and City Clerks, respectively; and 

 
WHEREAS, as a part of the City’s transition of employees and individuals elected to 

the positions of Mayor, City Attorney, and City Clerk to the Arkansas Public Employees 
Retirement System, it has been recommended that the City adopt an ordinance confirming 
the City’s intent to provide for retirement benefits of past and current individuals elected to 
the positions of Mayor, City Attorney, and City Clerk, provided that those individuals meet the 
statutory requirements for retirement eligibility; and  
 

WHEREAS, the City Council desires to formally ratify, confirm, and adopt those 
statutory retirement benefits for the offices of Mayor, City Attorney, and City Clerk, thereby 
ensuring compliance with State law and providing clarity and security for elected officials 
who devote years of service to the residents of the City of Benton, including both past and 
current office holders; and 
 

WHEREAS, in prior years, certain payments may have been made under the authority 
of such statutes, and the City Council finds it appropriate and necessary to ratify and approve 
any such lawful payments. 
 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF 
BENTON, ARKANSAS: 
 

SECTION 1: RETIREMENT BENEFITS ADOPTED 
 
For past and current individuals elected to the offices of Mayor, City Attorney, and City Clerk, 
the City of Benton hereby elects to provide retirement benefits for the following elected 
offices in accordance with Arkansas law: 
 
Office  Statutory Authority 
Mayor  Arkansas Code § 24-12-123 
City Attorney Arkansas Code § 24-12-120 
City Clerk Arkansas Code § 24-12-121 
 
The City shall provide retirement benefits to each eligible officeholder who satisfies the 
statutory service and age requirements set forth in the applicable Code section. 
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SECTION 2: ADMINISTRATION AND PAYMENT 

 
(a) Retirement benefits shall be paid from the general funds of the City, as required by 

law. 
(b) The Mayor, City Clerk, and Chief Financial Officer are authorized to take all 

administrative actions necessary to implement and maintain said benefits.  
(c) The City Attorney shall provide legal guidance for the proper administration of this 

program. 
 
SECTION 3: RATIFICATION OF PRIOR PAYMENTS 

 
The City Council hereby ratifies, confirms, and approves all prior retirement 
payments made pursuant to the statutory authority referenced herein, and declares 
them to be lawful obligations of the City. 
 

SECTION 4: SEVERABILITY 
 
If any provision of this Ordinance is determined to be invalid or unconstitutional, such 
determination shall not affect the validity of the remaining portions. 
 

SECTION 5: EFFECTIVE DATE 
 
This Ordinance shall take effect 30 days after passage and publication as required by law. 
 

SECTION 6: REPEALER 
 
To the extent any prior ordinance or section of an ordinance conflicts with this Ordinance, it 
is repealed to the extent of the conflict. 
 

PASSED AND APPROVED this ___ day of ____________, 2025. 

 

CITY OF BENTON, ARKANSAS 

 

By: _______________________________ 

Mayor 

 

_______________________________ 

City Clerk 



RESOLUTION NO. 100 OF 2025 
 

A RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE MAYOR AND THE CHIEF FINANCIAL 
OFFICER TO UTILIZE FUNDS IN THE CITY OF BENTON DEFINED BENEFIT 
PENSION TO PURCHASE CURRENT NON-UNIFORMED EMPLOYEES’ TIME 
IN APERS AND AMENDING THE 2025 GENERAL FUND BUDGET TO 
INCREASE THE APPROPRIATION IN THE AMOUNT OF $546,580.00 USING 
CASH HELD WITHIN THE FUTURE SALARIES ACCOUNT; AND FOR OTHER 
PURPOSES 

WHEREAS, the City Council approved Ordinance No. 30 of 2025 with the purpose of 
the City of Benton becoming a participating public employer of the Arkansas Public 
Employees’ Retirement System(APERS); and  

WHEREAS, the Mayor and Chief Financial Officer are requesting that the City Council 
of the City of Benton, Arkansas, authorize the City to utilize funds held in the City of Benton 
Defined Benefit Pension to purchase current non-uniformed employees’ times in APERS; and  

WHEREAS, the City of Benton, Arkansas, will use cash held within the General fund 
Future Salaries Account and therefore requires a budget amendment.  

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF 
BENTON, ARKANSAS: 

 
SECTION 1:  The City Council does hereby authorize the Mayor and the Chief Financial 

Officer to utilize funds held in the City of Benton Defined Benefit Pension to purchase current 
non-uniformed employees’ time in APERS. The Mayor, CFO, City Clerk and City Attorney are 
all authorized and directed to execute any document that may be necessary or convenient to 
fulfill the purposes of this Resolution. 
 

SECTION 2:  Pursuant to the authority granted in Ark. Code §§14-58-202 and 14-58-
203, the City Council does amend the FY2025 City of Benton Budget as adopted in Resolution 
No. 142 of 2024.  The budget revisions are attached hereto as Exhibit “1” to this resolution 
and are more fully described. 
 
PASSED AND APPROVED this the _______ day of November 2025. 

 
 

________________________ 
Tom Farmer, Mayor 

 
 
_____________________________ 
Cindy Stracener, City Clerk  



City of Benton, Arkansas
General Fund
Budget Amendment
FY 2025

The Finance Committee of the City of Benton does hereby submit for approval a budget 
amendment for the Fiscal Year 2025.  This submittal includes a revision for the General Fund.

Section 1 defines the dollar amount of the amendments contained in this exhibit.  
Section 2 is a detailed explanation of the amended Funding and Disbursements.

Section 1:  Amended Appropriations – Fiscal Year 2025

General Fund
Beginning Approved Budget Revised

Budget Amendment Budget

Receipts $24,017,993 $24,017,993

Personal Services $19,145,301 $546,580 $19,691,881

Supplies, Repair & Mtc $935,250 $935,250

Other Services and Charges $2,671,369 $2,671,369

Miscellaneous $499,600 $499,600

Capital Outlay $248,750 $248,750

Transfers $2,490,575 $2,490,575

Total Budget ($1,972,852) ($2,519,432)

Section 2:  Funding & Disbursements – Fiscal Year 2025

General Fund

Expenditures

Approving the APERS purchase utilizing the Future Salaries Reserve fund.

Mayor & Elected Officials 5007.00 $546,580



ORDINANCE NO. 59 OF 2025 
 

AN ORDINANCE PROVIDING FOR A CONDITIONAL USE FOR A CHURCH TO BE 
LOCATED AT 1203 W SEVIER STREET; AND FOR OTHER PURPOSES 

 
WHEREAS, an application for a Conditional Use Permit was filed with the Planning 

Commission of the City of Benton, Arkansas, by Benton First Church of the Nazarene, requesting the 
property at 1203 W Sevier Street be issued a Conditional Use Permit for the purpose of having a 
church in the City of Benton; and 

WHEREAS, the Planning Commission ordered a public hearing be held on November 4, 2025. 
for the purpose of hearing said application; the notice of such hearing having been published in a 
newspaper having a bona fide circulation in Saline County, Arkansas, with evidence submitted that 
all adjacent property owners or lessees having been notified of said hearing; and at said hearing, the 
Planning Commission resolved to approve the application for a Conditional Use Permit; and 

WHEREAS, the City Council of the City of Benton, Arkansas, desires to grant a Conditional Use 
Permit to Benton First Church of the Nazarene, for having a church situated on the property within 
the City of Benton planning jurisdiction. Said conditional use shall be in effect for a church and shall 
run through the life of said building. The conditional use shall expire when or if said building is no 
longer usable, is no longer used as a church, or no longer exists.  

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF BENTON, 
ARKANSAS: 

SECTION 1: Benton First Church of the Nazarene is hereby granted a Conditional Use Permit 
for having a church at the following location: 

Address: 1203 W. Sevier Street Benton, AR 72015 

Parcel Number: 805-17657-000 

 

SECTION 2: Said conditional use shall be in effect for a church and shall run through the 
life of said building. The conditional use shall expire when or if said building is no longer usable, is 
no longer used as a church, or no longer exists. 

 
PASSED AND APPROVED this _____ day of November 2025.  
 
 
  
    ___________________________ 

    Tom Farmer, Mayor 
____________________________ 
Cindy Stracener, City Clerk 
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