CITY OF BENTON, ARKANSAS

Board of Adjustments/Planning & Zoning Meeting
Thursday July 6th, 2023
6:00 P.M.


Chairman Stilwell called the meeting to order. Roll call resulted in 0 member[s] being absent. 

	Members Present 
	Members Absent

	Carl West
	

	
	

	Lois Burks
	

	Darrell Wood
	

	John Clements
	

	Pamela Gibson
	

	James Stilwell
	

	Andy Warford
	

	Mark Chilton
	

	John Parton, Comm. Development Director
	

	Chelsea Matthews, City Planner
	


Approval of the Minutes of the June 6th, 2023 Planning Commission Meeting

Chairman Stilwell asked if there were any additions, deletions, or corrections to the minutes. Commissioner Gibson makes a motion to amend the minutes and add the following “Chairman Stilwell recused himself from item 2618 Old Congo Road”. Commissioner Wood makes a motion with that amendment. Commissioner Chilton second. Motion carried.
Approval of the Minutes of the June 14th, 2023 Special Meeting


Chairman Stilwell asked if there were any additions, deletions, or corrections to the minutes. Commissioner Burks makes a motion to approve the minutes, as is. Commissioner Gibson second. Motion carried.

Board of Adjustments

6710 Kensington Drive [Variance for Gazebo location]

Chairman Stilwell asked Mrs. Matthews to introduce the variance request for 6710 Kensington Drive. Mrs. Matthews reads the memorandum that states that Jack and Tina Barlow [property owners] are requesting approval of a variance for their Gazebo at their residence. If approved, their Gazebo will be within 4’ of their side property line, which has a setback of 20’ per the final plat. Discussion is made around the room. Commissioner West makes a motion to amend the request for 8’ off of the property line instead of 4’. No second is given so the original request gets put back on the table. The property owner asks that the item be tabled until the following months meeting so that he can try to make proper adjustments. Item tabled until the August 2023 meeting.
Planning Commission
Zion Heights [Final Plat]

Chairman Stilwell asked Mrs. Matthews to introduce the Final Plat for Zion Heights. Mrs. Matthews reads the memorandum that states that Jonathan Hope, on behalf of Hope Consulting and Amanda Tarver [property owner], is requesting approval of a Final Plat for Zion Heights. Chairman Stilwell calls for any comments or questions regarding this request. Kazi with Hope Consulting speaks in favor of this item. Discussion is made around the room regarding the necessity of a second detention area [Tract B]. Kazi states that it is actually supposed to be marked as “green space”. Commissioner Gibson states that we will need to table this item until we can make sure that the second detention area isn’t needed. Commissioner Wood makes a motion to table this item. Commissioner West second. Motion carried 7-0.
Other Business: Town Hall Meetings


Chairman Stilwell asked Mr. Parton to introduce the discussion item for “Town Hall Meetings.” Mr. Parton explains that due to many questions regarding zoning from Citizens of Benton, he has set up meetings for Citizens within each ward to come forward with any questions that they may have regarding property located within that ward and to also provide information to the Planning Commissioners from staff. The schedule is as follows: Ward 1 – August 3rd; Ward 2 – August 8th; Ward 3 – August 24th; Ward 4 – September 7th; Ward 5 – September 19th. 
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