1ake Housatopic Anthority, P.O. Box 26, Derby, (T 66418
Member Towns: Berby, Oxford, Seymour, Shelfon

January 18, 2024

Marc J. Garofalo
Town / City Clerk
Derby City Hall

1 Elizabeth Street
Derby, CT 06418

Re: Lake Housatonic Funding Request
Dear Mr. Garofalo,

The Lake Housatonic Authority is pleased to present the attached documents in support of
its request for $15,185 in funding from the City of Derby for CY 2024.

We would like to point out some of the significant elements in LHA’s operations that impact
this year's budget request:

1. We will be extending our already successful weed abatement program this year to
include two new and troublesome invasive species identified for the first time by the
Connecticut Agricultural Experiment Station during their 2022 and 2023 lake
surveys.

2. Several operating factors made following last year’'s budget difficult, including the
residual impact of the Covid-19 Pandemic; DEEP deciding not to conduct its
scheduled officer training program, with poor officer availability a result; poor weather
that curtailed planned Patrol operations, and the prolific emergence of new and
unexpected invasive weed species. Our 2024 Budget reflects these problems.

3. We will again use Solitude Lake Management company, operating under a DEEP
permit, to treat the invasive lake weeds including the new species. The rowing
programs of Yale University and New Haven Rowing Club both benefit from this
program; as good neighbors, we hope they will continue financially supporting this
work.

We wish to have one of our Commissioners attend the budget review meetings in order to
answer any questions that may arise. Therefore, please email me your scheduled meeting
date at: S2Blanchard@alum.mit.edu

Sincerely,

ot @QMM

Arthur A. Blanchard,
Treasurer, Lake Housatonic Authority
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Lake Housatonic Authority, P.O. Box 26, Derby, CT 06418
Member Towns: Derby, Oxford, Seymour, Shelton

WHAT IS THE LAKE HOUSATONIC AUTHORITY?

The LHA acts as agent for the member towns in regard to patrolling Lake
Housatonic to insure safe operation of watercraft, weed and algae
abatement programs, and participating in, overseeing, and recommending
desirable studies and legislation which enhance Lake Housatonic.

Member towns of the LHA, and their rates of participation, are:
o Derby 15%
o Oxford 15%
o Seymour 20%
o Shelton 50%

Member towns have agreed to appoint three representatives to the LHA
and to support it financially. In addition, the Chief Administrator of each
town serves as an ex officio member of the LHA.

LHA was formed in 1975, and is now in its 49th year of operation.

The LHA's Board of Commissioners generally meets monthly to maintain
cognizance of local issues and conduct its business.

WHY IS THE LAKE HOUSATONIC AUTHORITY NEEDED?

There are at least 380 powerboats and personal watercraft “in residence”
on Lake Housatonic, plus many more that arrive through Indian Well State
Park for day use.

No town or state organization has routine marine patrols on Lake
Housatonic. All town police and CT police and DEEP activities are land-
based only, unless called to respond to an emergency.

LHA Patrol officers are trained and certified by the CT DEEP, and have
also received 1%t aid, CPR, boating law, and safety training.



WHAT ARE ACTIVITIES OF THE LAKE HOUSATONIC AUTHORITY?

o Lake Patrol activities

O
e}

O

o}

The LHA maintains two lake patrol boats.

The LHA hires, trains, and equips 12 patrol officers and 4 boat
handler/radio technicians.

Patrol activities are based in Derby’s McConney’s Grove
community.

Lake Patrol activities are conducted in close collaboration with the
CT DEEP and local town police departments.

Weed abatement activities

O

The Connecticut Agricultural Experiment Station, after updating its
2017 survey of invasive weeds, recommended herbicide
abatement; such treatment was undertaken beginning in 2019, and
has been quite successful. It is now the abatement method of
choice.

Since adopting herbicide treatment of invasive weeds, the less
effective mechanical harvester owned by LHA has been sold.

Upon further study, it was revealed that the mechanical harvester
had been promoting the spread of weeds by distributing clippings
which replanted themselves throughout the lake.

Water quality monitorin

O
O

The LHA maintains a water quality monitoring program.

The LHAs water quality database allows us to note changes, such
as may occur during construction of the planned new bridge at
Stevenson Dam, so that appropriate governmental agencies can be
alerted of any detected quality changes.

The data also allows assessment of river ecological health and can
steer remediation of issues. Several of the Housatonic River’s
lakes collaborate with DEEP and academic institutions in these
assessments and corrective actions.
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