
Student Health and Safety Committee Meeting 

October 16, 2025 – 5:00 p.m. 

 

Meeting Called to Order at 5:10 p.m. 

 

Roll Call 

 

Jim Gildea  Present 

Dan Foley  Present 

Erica Nuzzo  Present 

Kim Tovar  Absent 

 

Also Present 

 

Lazarae Delvalle, Student Representative to the Board of Education 

Jennifer Olson, Principal, Derby High School 

Rachael Caggiano, Principal, Derby Middle School 

John Saccu, Director, Youth Services Bureau 

 

Pledge of Allegiance 
 

Public Portion 

Lazarae Delvalle, Student Representative to the Board of Education: 

 

Student input is that they would prefer, less unisex clothing, and more male-female clothing, 

more gender-specific clothing, I think was the first request. The second one is to wear more 

derby-related merchandise outside of the traditional polo shirt. 

I've also heard a lot of comments about, is because, like, the crewnecks are a little bit thinner, 

while it's getting colder outside, people are trying to bring sweatshirts and hoodies into the 

school because the crewnecks are too big as well. 
 

What I do want to add, was when we had the Dress down days, a lot of students have been 

following it, from what I've seen, either they were the designated color that was, or they wore 

their uniforms. I haven't really seen other students who didn't listen to either or. Whenever they 

dress down, they wore the specific colors. So I think that it is going well.  People are abiding by 

the dress code. 

 

Discussion on Policy 5132 – Dress and Grooming 

Due to the fact that almost daily there is a game or spirit day, the Student Health and Safety 

Committee felt that they should hold with the policy that there should be one day per week 

designated for a school spirit day.  Only student athletes should be allowed to wear their uniform 

top on game day. 
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Committee agreed that no hoodies will be allowed.  Crew neck seatshirts are part of the policy 

and can be sworn on top of the polo/uniform shirts.  Outer wear is a coat.  No cargo pants 

allowed. 

Physical Education Days 

At the high school and middle school students can get changed into shorts and tops for gym and 

them put their uniform on afterward.  Elementary Schools do not have that ability to change 

clothing on physical education days. 

Committee is moving item 4 on the agenda up and will return to uniforms afterward or before the 

Board meeting next week. 

 

Youth Services Bureau Presentation 

John Saccu reviewed Legislative Updates, the Memorandum of Understanding between the 

Board of Education/Schools and YSB Director, changes in policies moving forward as it pertains 

to restorative behavioral interventions. 

 

John reviewed the In-School Support program, a referral form to the YSB for schools and asked 

the committee to recommend adding a referral to the YSB in the Discipline Matrix for 

appropriate infractions (some level 2, level 3 and up). 

 

Student Health and Safety Committee asked that Dr. Conway to work with Youth Services 

Bureau Director on the matrix and return for review and further recommendation. 

 

Adjourn 

Motion: To adjourn the Student Health and Safety Committee made by Dan Foley, Second by 

Erica Nuzzo.  All in favor, motion passed. 

Jim Gildea                Yes 

Dan Foley                 Yes 

Erica Nuzzo              Yes 

Kim Tovar                 Absent 

 

Adjourned at 6:05 p.m. 
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Students         P5132 

Dress and Grooming 

Policy Takes Effect September 2025 

Purpose: The purpose of the uniform policy is to foster a sense of unity and equality among 

students, reduce distractions, and promote a positive educational environment. This policy 

applies to all students in grades Pre-K-12 across the district. 

Uniform Requirements: 

1. General Guidelines: 
o All students are required to wear the designated school uniform each school day. 

o Uniforms must be clean, neat, and in good repair. 

o Uniforms should be worn as intended, with no alterations or modifications that 

deviate from the policy. 

2. Pre-Kindergarten - Grade 12: 
o Shirts: Solid-colored polo shirts (red, white, gray, black) or crew neck shirts as 

displayed on the website. 

o Bottoms: Khaki or black pants, shorts, or skirts. Shorts and skirts should be of an 

appropriate length for school activities. 

o Outerwear: Solid-colored sweaters, sweatshirts, or cardigans in red, black or 

white.  

o Footwear: Shoes/sneakers/appropriate everyday boots; no sandals, flip flops, 

slides or slippers. 

3. Uniform Compliance: 
o Students are expected to wear the uniform correctly and adhere to the guidelines 

outlined. Non-compliance with the uniform policy will result in:  

i. First Offense: Consultation with parent/guardian 

ii. Second Offense: Verbal warning and notification to parent/guardian 

iii. Third and Subsequent Offense: Referral to administration 

4. Exceptions: 
o Special Dress Days: On designated days, students may be allowed to wear non-

uniform clothing as part of school events or spirit days. Prior notice will be given 

for such days. 

o Physical Education Day Attire: Elementary students may wear sweatpants/shirts 

to school on scheduled physical education days. School-approved tee shirts and 

shorts are permitted. 

o Religious and Medical Exceptions: Requests for exemptions due to religious 

beliefs or medical reasons must be submitted in writing to the school principal for 

review. 

5. Uniform Purchases: 
o Uniforms may be purchased through designated vendors or school-approved 

suppliers. Specific details on purchasing options and pricing will be provided by 

the school. 
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6. Review and Adjustments: 
o The uniform policy will be reviewed periodically to ensure it continues to meet 

the needs of the school community. Adjustments or updates to the policy will be 

communicated to parents, guardians, and students. 

By implementing this uniform policy, Derby Public Schools aims to create a cohesive and 

respectful learning environment for all students. We appreciate your support and cooperation in 

adhering to these guidelines. 

Policy Adopted:  January 19, 2017   DERBY PUBLIC SCHOOLS 

Revised:  October 17, 2019    Derby, Connecticut 

Revised:  April 20, 2023 

Revised:  December 19, 2024  
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