
MARCH 16, 2026 ATHLETIC COMMITTEE MEETING 

CALL TO ORDER 

Ms. Tovar:  Called Athletic Committee meeting to order.  It is 5:33 on March 16th.   

OPENING CEREMONIES 

Pledge of Allegiance 

ROLL CALL  

Ms. Tovar:  Erica Nuzzo; Ken Marcucio; Melissa Mongillo and Kim Tovar.  We do have a 

quorum to proceed. 

Also Present: 

Dr. Matthew Conway, Superintendent of Schools. 

PUBLIC PARTICIPATION 

Ms. Tovar:  It there anybody from the public that wishes to speak?  Anybody from the 

public that would wish to speak.  

Mr. Lionetti:  Tom Lionetti, 79 Sunset Drive in Derby, CT.  On a good note, I attended the 

new head football coach.  It seems like football coach is a wonderful choice.  All we 

need now is the Board to support whatever he wants to do. 

As far as all our present coaches, what’s the criteria for coming back year after year.  

How do you know whether you bring them back because Ansonia coach one year he 

doesn’t do a good job, he’s gone.  It doesn’t matter in Derby, you always have a job.  A 

lot of our sports programs are not doing too well.  Just wondering what the criteria was 

for keep the coaches coming back.   

Mr. Marcucio:  The AD who makes the recommendations to the Superintendent and 

makes it to the Board of Ed and they have to be reappointed.  You’re not guaranteed a 

job.  You have to be reappointed every year. 

Mr. Lionetti:  What criteria could you be to be reappointed.  There has to be a criteria.  

You have to go by something.  I mean, we’ve had coaches that had losing records for 

20 years.  And I know it’s not all about winning or losing, that’s not what I’m saying.  

There’s more than one person that’s worried about this.  So, if you want to wait until the 

regular meeting, you get everything together and you tell me then. I have no problem 

with that.   

Mr. Marcucio:  Doc, are evaluations public knowledge?  
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Dr. Conway:   No.  They are all evaluated and surveys go out to parents, athletes as 

part of the process and all the data is collected and then recommendations are made.  

Mr. Lionetti:  All right.  Well, when certain people come up, is it the public to speak on or 

no or is it just a decision that you make and that’s it.   

Dr. Conway:  The Board is the final appointing authority.  So, all appointments go to the 

Board for final appointments.   

Mr. Lionetti:  All right.  Then well, I guess we’re going to have to wait to see what 

happens then.  I appreciate it.  Thank you very much, Doc.  All right.  Bye. Bye. 

Ms. Tovar:  Thank you.  Anybody else from the public that wish to speak.  All right.  I’m 

going to make that my third and final call and move on. 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES 

Motion that the Athletic Committee approve the minutes from the February 3rd, 

2026 meeting.  Passed with a motion made by Mr. Ken Marcucio and a second by 

Ms. Melissa Mongillo. 

Kim Tovar                   Yes 
Ken Marcucio           Yes 
Melissa Mongillo    Yes 
Erica Nuzzo                Yes 
Mr. Marcucio:  Making motion.  

Ms. Mongillo:  Second. 

Ms. Tovar:  Motion carries.   

DISCUSSION – EXPLORING CO-OPS 

Ms. Tovar:   Jen I’ll let you proceed with that. 

Ms. Moffat:  We do currently have one co-op with Derby and that’s our wrestling 

program.  We co-op currently with Holy Cross and Oxford. We do have a collaborative 

team, which is the new term for Team of One.  We have two wrestlers from Emmett 

O’Brien and one female wrestler from Crosby.  What we’re looking at is potentially 

adding Emmett O’Brien to our co-op for our next season.  Paperwork would have to go 

in fairly soon.  That would be the first one that we currently have and we’d like to add 

two.  Based on numbers of what the restrictions of co-op will be under the numbers 

allowed.  Both of the Emmett O’Brien wrestlers feel like part of our program.  And one of 

them has been with us for two years.  The other has been with us for a year but they 

would help us in filling up weight classes to make sure that we can spread across the 14 

weight classes.   
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Other teams that we look to potentially explore, some co-ops would be some of our girls’ 

teams.  So, girls’ basketball, girls’ soccer and girls’ cross-country.  Right now with 

numbers at the high school being right in that 3/15 to 3/20 enrollment it is getting harder 

and harder to fill our girls sports teams.  We do have interests from schools in the area 

that have reached out to potentially co-op with them for some of these sports.  And I just 

want to put it in front of the Board tonight to see if that’s something that you are in favor 

of in an effort to keep all of our programs alive.   

Mr. Marcucio:  I think that’s a great idea.  Just so the rest of the Board members 

understand, every sport has a different number to determine co-ops.  So, what’s the 

number for girls’ basketball? 

Ms. Moffat:  Girls’ basketball is 9 and 6 is 12.  So, nine if you do grades six through 12. 

Six if you do grades 10 through 12.  The school that had reached out we both fit within 

the category.  I did respond back saying we’d be interested and potentially exploring it 

as long as Board of Education was in favor of it and that we could host.  Because I 

really don’t think our students are going to travel but we’d be happy to host that 

particular school here.  So, I’m just waiting on a response from the Athletic Director.  

Mr. Marcucio:  Can you tell us the name of the school or no? 

Ms. Moffat:  Yeah, the Stratford High School.  They were within a ten-mile radius and 

they are talking about potentially you know making sure they have enough kids that 

would be willing to travel.  So, I’m just waiting on a response from them.     

Mr. Marcucio:  We would be the host school? 

Ms. Moffat:  that is what I proposed.   

Ms. Tovar:  I look forward to that as long as we are the host school.  

Ms. Nuzzo:  The co-op is because these schools don’t have a spot for those kids to play 

on? 

Ms. Moffat:  So, they’re very low on numbers as well.  So, you form a co-op for that can 

continue in the State of Connecticut so that two or three teams don’t have enough to 

sustain a program but together they would be able to.    

Ms. Mongillo:  Can you clarify for me.  Does the financial burden fall on us? 

Ms. Moffat:  No, when we usually do a co-op we come up with an agreement.  So, with 

wrestling we have an agreement with both Holy Cross and Oxford.  They pay us a 

certain amount each year depending on wrestlers that they have and it helps go toward 

supplies, transportation whatever we need above what we budget for.  
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Ms. Mongillo:  So, outside of that, there’s no risk for us.  And I don’t know why we 

wouldn’t do this with any sport.  I’ve heard rumors that it was discussed that potentially 

doing it for football.  Is that accurate? 

Ms. Moffat:  Depending on how many come out for the team. So, we’ll see how that 

goes.   

Mr. Marcucio:  What’s the number for football.  Do you know? 

Ms. Moffat:  Football is 32.   

Mr. Marcucio:  Does that include freshman? 

Ms. Moffat:  Correct.  So, that’s the number. 

Mr. Marcucio:  They’re pretty strict on the numbers. Especially in football. 

Ms. Moffat:  They are.   

Mr. Marcucio:  Like, if we have 35 kids, they’re not going to allow a co-op.   

Ms. Moffat:  Yes, we’re looking for the next couple of months just to see what we get as 

far as interest in football.  We do have 23 returning players.  We’re looking to see how 

many more closer we can from that number and see if they all return.   

Ms. Tovar:  What’s the last date that we request to provide that co-op? 

Ms. Moffat:  It’s not listed online to get an answer for you guys.  Then I would bring up 

the CIAC and find out per season what the date is. 

Ms. Tovar:  Okay.   

Ms. Nuzzo:  We have 32 students that were allowed to play football or what is the 

number? 

Ms. Moffat:  Yeah.  So, if you have 30 so the call you cannot cut.  So, any student that is 

interested could come out for that sport and both teams cannot exceed the number of 

32.   

Mr. Marcucio:  Erica, you can have a team but if you have too many kids, you can still 

have a team, but you’re looking to get more kids on the team so that you’d be more 

competitive.   

Ms. Nuzzo:  I just didn’t know if we had to cut off how many kids can play at a certain 

number.   

Ms. Moffat:  No, they just can’t be that number that would allow you to co-op.  There is a 

second level to that.  You could exceed those numbers and still do a co-op.  You just 

wouldn’t qualify for a State tournament.  So, there are different levels to co-oping.  So, if 
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you have two different teams that went, we were three and 17.  Stratford was one and 

19.  We could still do a co-op you know if we were even with numbers and stay under 

that and agree to not compete in the State tournament the following year.   

Ms. Nuzzo:  I like it.  This is the first year for the spring season that a league is merging.  

And I’ve said it for years because it makes the teams more competitive.  And they can 

compete pretty fairly and more with the other Towns. 

Ms. Tovar:  I agree.  

Ms. Nuzzo:  I am all for it.   

Ms. Mongillo:  We should vote to do this with any sport that we can qualify for it. 

Ms. Tovar:  Yeah.  I agree.    

Ms. Mongillo:  I feel like that if we’re not the host team, I would question that a little 

more.  But if we have the host team and we have the numbers to do this in any sport 

we’ve got which we would be looking to do it. 

Ms. Tovar:  I agree.  

Mr. Marcucio:  I was going to say a couple years ago, Dr. Conway went out of his way 

and tried to co-op the football and we weren’t able to do it.  Either by numbers or the 

Town is too far away.   

Ms. Moffat:  We’ve looked at rosters in the area like a ten-to-15-mile radius and there’s 

no team that’s under 32 right now.  We are right at 32.  We finished the season with 32.  

Mr. Marcucio:  With the new coach, you might get a few more kids.   

Ms. Moffat:  That’s what we’re hoping for.  We have the Albarella banquet on Friday 

night.  We did the Derby Pop Warner.  Coach Stone was at both of those events just 

talking to everyone to get everyone kind of excited for football and the future of the 

program here.  I’m really hoping that it does bolster the numbers. 

Mr. Marcucio:  Jen, can you get us a list of what the number is for each of the sports? 

Ms. Moffat:  Yeah, it’s readily available online.  I can go ahead and send it to you guys.   

Motion that the Athletic Committee recommend to the full Board, Jen and the 

Superintendent and the Principal the option to investigate a co-op for whatever 

team that needs it. Passed with a motion made by Mr. Ken Marcucio and a second 

by Ms. Melissa Mongillo.   

Kim Tovar  Yes 
Ken Marcucio Yes 
Melissa Mongillo Yes 
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Erica Nuzzo  Yes   
Mr. Marcucio:  Making motion.  

Ms. Mongillo:  Second. 

Ms. Tovar:  Motion carries. 

DISCUSSION – FAN BEHAVIOR AT EVENTS AND ON SOCIAL MEDIA 

Ms. Tovar:  I wanted to add this on to the agenda and I know that and a couple of 

individuals also came to Jen about this.  I really wanted to go over the policy and 

discuss what is allowed and doesn’t allow for future scenarios. 

Ms. Moffat:  So, just right out the policy.  It talks about school sponsors and activities to 

protect the rights of students to participate without fear and interference and to allow 

sponsors and officials to allow such activities perform without interferences.  The 

following shall be in effect.  Abusive, physical conduct of spectators directed at 

participants, officials or staff involved in such activities will not be tolerated.  Verbal or 

physical contact of spectators that interferes with the performance of students, officials 

or staff involved in such activities will not be tolerated.  And the use of vulgar, obscene 

and demeaning expressions directed at students, staff or officials participating at such 

activities will not be tolerated.    

Ms. Tovar:  But my concern here is we did experience and have experienced this in the 

past at events.  And although it was discussed and approached to individuals like kids, 

you know, we can’t have this going on.  It still proceeded with no type of recourse.  And I 

think that moving forward we need to have a plan in place on how this is going to be 

handled and a very strict, hey this is, we’re not going to allow this anymore.  I’m going to 

tell you that it made students very uncomfortable.  It has made staff members very 

uncomfortable.  And also, other parents, including myself because I had witnessed it.  

So, we need to come up with a plan and move from there.  And I’d like to have that 

taken care of tonight because we are moving into a whole new set of spring events that 

I don’t want it to be an issue then.      

Ms. Mongillo:  So, I heard the policy.  I completely agree with Kim.  My question to Moff 

and Doc is, what’s the consequence?  Is there one?  And how are we at this point to 

proceed if we’ve got a fan that’s left for example, standing at the fence at the football 

game and yelling over the fence at the cheerleaders over the fence at the kids and our 

football coaches?  It’s our responsibility to protect our staff and athletes.  So, at this 

point the way it stands and I heard you read the policy.  Let’s address violation.  So, 

what happens to that person.  

Ms. Moffat:  There are two paragraphs underneath what I read that I think kind of 

answer that question.  So, the spectator and crew that our sponsored activity becomes 
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physically abusive, verbally abusive, uses vulgar, obscene or demeaning language or in 

any way impeded the performance of an activity, the spectator may be asked to leave 

the event of a school official in charge of the event.  The Superintendent of Schools or 

his or her designee may recommend to the Board of Education the exclusion of said 

spectator at future sponsored or approved activities.  And then it goes on from there.   

Ms. Mongillo:  So, we have a procedure in place and we’re not following it and I can 

only imagine why.  And so, as a Board member, I’m telling you right now we would back 

you up for enforcing the rules.  Don’t be afraid to enforce those rules. We are here to 

protect our kids and our staff.  I guarantee you, the second a cheerleader or a football 

coach turns around and yells back, someone is going to expect us to enforce some kind 

of penalties of that person.  And if we can’t enforce it against the fans, we’re certainly 

not going to enforce it with kids and the coach for retaliating, right.  So, we’ve got to 

stand up to our kids and our coaches to those people that are belligerent and have no 

business yelling over the fence at our people.  So, if that happens, we’ve already got a 

policy it sounds like, and I don’t want you to be afraid to enforce it.  We’ve got indoor 

sports.  They’re even closer to the fans or excuse me, they’re even closer to the 

athletes.  They’re closer to the coaches.  They have no business yelling at our people.  I 

don’t care who they are.    

Ms. Tovar:  So, I agree, 100 percent.  

Ms. Mongillo:  It’s dangerous and if we don’t put those people in their place, they just 

keep coming.  It makes everybody uncomfortable.   

Ms. Tovar: And people do not want to come back.  Students, staff members and fans 

alike.  It’s just a very negative experience.  And honestly, I don’t like it and I feel like it’s 

gone on long enough.  It needs to stop.    

Ms. Mongillo:  If there’s something more that’s missing Moff or Doc or is there 

something else we need to approve and put in place, tell us.  Because it’s your 

responsibility to protect the kids and staff.  And we’ll figure that out with you if we need 

to.   

Mr. Marcucio:  The policy that we did the last meeting when we gave you more money 

to have more people at the games.  Wouldn’t that help you like taking more people at 

half time and putting them on the sidelines just to make sure that this didn’t happen. 

Ms. Moffat:  Sure.   

Mr. Marcucio:  Do we presently put a police officer on the sideline? 

Ms. Moffat:  Yes. 
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Ms. Tovar:  So, I’m going to speak from my personal experience.  Sitting on the 

sidelines, whether it’s football, basketball, events in general.  Personal relationships that 

haven’t being said and action being taken.  So, we need to, if it’s one of our SSOs or a 

police officer, whoever that individual is, we need to tell them like if that happens we put 

them aside and it has to be a professional situation and not a personal situation.  And 

that’s a problem that I feel like is taking place.  And these things are not being 

addressed or not taken as serious as they should be because of those type of things.   

Ms. Mongillo:  That’s my understanding.  It’s like we can’t put up with anything and we 

have to hold people accountable.  We would expect you to hold the coaches and the 

students accountable too right.  Everybody’s got rules.  Everybody has to follow.  We 

can’t keep parents and spectators in line in our, then no one is going to do it.  And I 

know it’s hard, I do.  I realize it’s hard.  Pop Warner, it’s a mess sometimes.  You have to 

do it for safety.  And what are we teaching the kids, it’s okay to yell at people and there’s 

nothing.  They’re going to yell back eventually and why wouldn’t they.  If you need more, 

tell us what you need but it sounds like you’ve got it.  We just need to make sure people 

are enforcing it and don’t be afraid to.   

Ms. Moffat:  Thank you. 

Ms. Tovar:  Does anybody have any other feedback on that before we move on? 

Ms. Mongillo:  I have a question.  If in social media, is that an issue? 

Ms. Tovar:  Yeah.  I’m so sorry.  I forgot that as well.  Thank you for pointing that out.  

Ms. Mongillo:  If there’s something that we can do and I’m not exactly sure what you’re 

referring to.  

Ms. Tovar:  There’s been a lot of comments this is coming from, I’m going to even say 

students and also fans, supporters I guess I can say as a whole of comments about 

coaches and the kids, the teams and staff members, that are inappropriate.  And it’s 

degrading and what can we do in that circumstance?   

Ms. Mongillo:  Are these on our pages or just in general in social? 

Ms. Tovar:  They’re all over.  They’re on things that were shared, the Athletic page 

shared you know.  Something that a team has an accomplishment or an update or 

something.  They’re negative comments.  It can be even on personal pages.  And it also 

can be in community forms.  There are in multiple areas.  So, that’s why I asked Dina if 

we can please add that for discussion as well. 

Ms. Mongillo:  Doc, can you help us with there’s a line that we can control and there’s a 

lot we can’t control. And where do our rights land on something like this? 

JENNIFER DESROCHES
Received



Dr. Conway:  In the incidents that have transpired over the past couple years each time 

we reached out.  In some cases, if it’s a particular forum, you can ask the administrator 

to remove the negative, which they’ve done.  In other cases, it might be people’s 

personal social media page in which we can’t reach out to somebody and have it 

removed.  And in terms of any legal action, it’s very difficult because it is a personal 

social media page that people put their comments on.  You know the legal advice we’ve 

gotten, it’s tough to. 

Ms. Mongillo:  There’s not a lot we can do.  So, outside of making a direct threat, a 

violent act, those are the areas we can do something about probably pretty swiftly.  But 

outside of that, there’s not a whole lot we can do.  

Dr. Conway:  Yes, unfortunately. 

Ms. Mongillo:  I was afraid of that.   

Ms. Tovar:  It’s just unfortunate because when these inappropriate and degrading 

comments are made, kids, these kids, a lot of them, they’re high schoolers, they’re 

middle and they have social media.  And they see this and whereas they should be 

proud of themselves. Now it’s like well hold on a second, you know, and that brings us 

back to not wanting to be involved.  Like, why do I do this like what’s the purpose when 

I’m being crapped on, you know, for lack of better words.  I feel for these kids and also 

the parents.  The parents who are seeing this.  You know, it’s going to create and it does 

create unintentional maybe unnecessary is the better word I’m looking for hostility.  And 

Derby being such a small community I feel like we should all be close knit.  And you 

know, we should be like family.  That’s what we preach.  And these types of comments, 

they don’t support that.     

Ms. Mongillo:  Everybody’s got a keyboard now.  So, they can do or say whatever they 

want.  I guess from our perspective to you, Moff and to you, Doc, should we manage 

from the inside and make sure coaches and communications from the inside with kids in 

response to this is the appropriate message. 

Dr. Conway:  Yes.   

Ms. Mongillo:  Unfortunately, is the way of the world right now.  Everyone and anyone 

can say whatever they want.  It’s a right unfortunately in some cases.  And, you know, 

not everybody’s opinion is correct.  They have a lot to be proud of.  Not everybody’s 

opinion is accurate.  There’s always one that’s got to be negative.  And most of the 

community is highly supportive and positive.  So, I would say that’s got to be a little bit 

of a focus.  I’m sure you go through that with the teams because you’re talking about 

them what they put on social media, right. 

Dr. Conway:  Right. 
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Ms. Mongillo:  So, I guess add that message if we can to the kids and to the coaches.  It 

doesn’t help them either. 

Ms. Moffat:  Yes, we can do that.  Thank you.   

Ms. Tovar:  Anything else before we move on to item number six.        

Mr. Marcucio:  Maybe in the future we can have the policy committee or any Board 

member actually if there’s questions that are legal nature like this.  We could put these 

questions together and at some point have our lawyer come to a meeting and discuss 

this stuff.  So, we can get a more legal answer to it.   

Ms. Mongillo:  Especially if there’s changes we can make. If there’s updates that can be 

done, are you finding out from others.  There’s only so much you can do unfortunately.   

Ms. Tovar:  Yeah, I agree.   I am going to move on to item number six.         

COACHING STAFF REVIEW 

Ms. Tovar:  This is kind of a two part for me.  I wanted to know for each sport where we 

stayed with openings, are we good on the coaching end.  And my part B I have some 

feedback and some complaints that I have received I wanted to discuss as well.  Maybe 

we can touch upon Part A first where we stand per sport and Jen if you don’t have all of 

that, that’s fine.     

Ms. Moffat:  Yeah, we can go through that.  So, football right now, we have a new head 

coach.  There are four paid assistants for football right now.  We have one of those 

positions filled.  He’ll be up for appointments on Thursday at the full Board meeting.  

And I have another one.  I’m just waiting on to set up an interview series with him.  But 

that’s where we stand with football at the moment.   

Ms. Tovar:  How many positions for football as a whole are there to fill? 

Ms. Moffat:  One paid head coach and four paid assistants.  Last year we had four 

volunteers as well.   

Ms. Tovar:  Okay.  Thank you.   

Ms. Mongillo:  Is anyone returning? 

Ms. Moffat:  No. 

Mr. Marcucio:  Everybody went to Woodland. 

Ms. Moffat:  As far as cross-country, I’ll go season by season.  So, fall both head coach 

Joe Musante, paid assistant coach, Ryan Adams will be returning.  We did have a 

volunteer, Ms. Kylie Rodriguez this year.  I’m not sure if she is returning.  She hasn’t 

made her decision as of yet.  She was amazing for the program, former runner of ours, 
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did a lot with our female runners.  She is going back to get her masters, so she is not 

sure how much she can devote to the program while going through school.  But we do 

have our head and our assistant coach returning.  

Cheer as well, head and assistant are returning, Kim and Alex.     

Volleyball, both returning, Tara Dering and Josh Dydyn.   

Boys’ soccer, both returning Francisco and Max Salazar.   

Ms. Tovar:  How do we look for soccer number-wise.  Does that look sustainable?   

Ms. Moffat:  Boys’ soccer, yes.  Girls’ soccer, we had 13 last year on the roster.  We 

graduated I believe 5.  We are down to 8.  Even if we get some kids over from 8th grade 

but we still have enough.  Soccer is really hard on the body and the bumps and the 

bruises, and Dan keeps them as healthy as he can.     

Ms. Tovar:  Okay.   

Ms. Moffat:  Girls’ soccer, Kaylie Hyde did one year as a paid assistant.  It was just too 

much with the kids at home, so she did resign, so we’re looking to fill that position.  Our 

head coach is returning as of now.   

And our unified programs, Karla and I are back for that.   

Over at the Middle School we will need to fill the boys’ soccer coach at the middle 

school.  Coach had stepped down.   Both Ms. Andrews and Mr. Gazo will be back for 

cross-country and Coach will be back for girls’ soccer.   

Usually in Middle School there’s a lot of kids that want to do something with their 

friends.  So, I want to say they were upwards in almost 18 last year.   

Ms. Tovar:  What was it for middle school softball and baseball. 

Ms. Moffat:  I haven’t done spring yet. Just did fall.  So, the only one that we need right 

now in the fall is a boys’ soccer coach, which has been posted. 

Moving on to winter, Coach Nicolari and Coach Adams are returning for indoor track.  

Coach Buster and Coach Tyler will be returning for wrestling.  They all have multiple 

volunteers on their staff as well.   

Again, Coach Kim and Coach Alex returning for cheerleading. 

Coach Dave and Coach Heather returning for girls’ basketball with multiple volunteers 

on their staff.   
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Boys’ basketball I haven’t had our meeting yet, but as of now, Coach Swierb and Shane 

will be returning.  I’ve been through all of my meetings this week except for boys’ 

basketball.  They are on the agenda for tomorrow.   

Strength and conditioning is Coach Stone Belzo.  And then Karla and myself for Unified 

Sports.   

Girls’ basketball at the Middle school this year went really well with Jamie Bartone at the 

helm.  They did win their last game of the season.  They were super excited about that 

just teaching them fundamentals from day one.  Matt was first year as well as the Boys’ 

basketball Coach.  They progressed throughout the season really well.  He’s very 

excited to come back next year as well.  And then Heather Landolfi does Unified Sports 

across the street.  

Ms. Mongillo:  I heard you say, Stone is going to handle strength and conditioning for all 

teams, correct all year? 

Ms. Moffat:  So, he’ll do just like Jeremy did, all teams, all year except during the fall 

when he’s in season. 

Ms. Mongillo:  Okay.  And then who does it then? 

Ms. Moffat:  We generally don’t have it then.  It’s only for three seasons.  

Ms. Tovar:  It’s typically end of football through start of spring.   

Ms. Mongillo:  Not summer.  

Ms. Moffat:  It goes in the summer as well.   

For outdoor track, Coach Nicolari and Coach Rodriguez and Musante and Adams all 

returning this year.  Don’t know what going to happen after this year. 

Baseball coaches, Coach Swierb and Coach Sal again, volunteers under both 

programs.   

And then girls’ softball, Coach Ana and Coach Angela are back with a couple volunteers 

under them.  And then Coach Stone for strengthening and conditioning.  Myself and 

Karla for Unified Sports and then over at DMS we’ve got Coach Andrews, Coach Belzo 

with a couple of volunteers for outdoor track.  Jim Hoffman is back this year.  He took a 

year off from baseball, so he’s back.  Just finished tryouts today just a few minutes ago.   

The only thing right now is just girls’ soccer at the high school not sure if she’s returning 

yet.  We’ll face that when we do.  And the boys’ soccer over at the middle school are the 

two we need to fill right away. 

Ms. Tovar:  Okay.  That makes me happy the overview.  I appreciate that.     
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Ms. Moffat:  Sure. 

Ms. Tovar:  Does anybody have any questions before I move on to Part B.  Okay.  

Great.  So, my Part B, my concerns and complaints are regarding a staff member.  I 

don’t know that I’m able to use names or do I say a general.  

Ms. Moffat:  I would say general.  I wouldn’t say it’s for or name.   

Ms. Tovar:  Okay.  So, I received multiple complaints on an individual from parents, from 

athletes, other students and also spectators from opposing towns not even the town that 

we were against regarding this person the way that they speak to the kids and also the 

combativeness against refs and just their overall behavior.  I’m not sure how to go about 

handling these complaints.  It has been super excessive.   

Mr. Marcucio:  Kim, I think really it should go to Jen and Doc.  I don’t think we should 

discuss it here.  

Ms. Tovar:  Okay.  So, my question is, some of them wanted to remain anonymous.  Do 

I tell you the ones that.   

Dr. Conway:  Give the information to Jen and copy myself and we’ll take it from there.   

Ms. Tovar:  No more discussions on that.   

Mr. Marcucio:  I just want to clarify one thing with Jen about going back to the combined 

teams.  Am I right in assuming that those combined teams are they represent their own 

schools?  They don’t represent Derby? 

Ms. Moffat:  So, when it’s a co-op, it’s one team.  It really represents all of them, but we 

are the home school.  If they’re not part of the co-op itself.  

Mr. Marcucio:  So, it is a co-op.  Okay.  They just ask their students to participate with 

us. 

Ms. Moffat:  That’s called a collab.  It used to be a team of one.  That’s a collaboration.  

That’s what Emmet does with us as well as one girl from Crosby.  So, we do have a 

couple of wrestlers from other schools that just do a collaborative.  At the time I believe 

that the co-op was established, there were multiple wrestlers from Holy Cross and 

Oxford whose program had just gone down in numbers just like ours had.  Just looking 

at numbers this year, Oxford had nine, we had five.  And Emmet O’Brien had the two.  

Holy Cross had one, Oxford had nine.  We had five.  And then Emmet O’Brien had two 

that was a collaborative team.  So, a team of one they call it but you can have up to a 

certain amount of people. 

Mr. Marcucio:  So, they’re pretty much just representing their own school? 
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Ms. Moffat:  Correct.  So, Emmet O’Brien represented their own school as well plus the 

one girl from Crosby.   

Mr. Marcucio:  Thank you.  

ADJOURN 

Motion that the Athletic Committee adjourn its meeting.  Passed with a motion 

made by Mr. Ken Marcucio and a second by Ms. Melissa Mongillo. 

Kim Tovar  Yes 
Ken Marcucio Yes 
Melissa Mongillo Yes 
Erica Nuzzo  Yes 
Mr.  Marcucio:  Making motion. 

Ms. Tovar:  Motion to adjourn at 6:15. 

_____________________________________   
Marianne Samokar, Recording Secretary 
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